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Foreword

DIRECTOR GENERAL FOREWORD

The United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) 
is a specialized agency of the 
United Nations with the mandate to 
promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development (ISID). 
This mandate is central to the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development Goal 
9: “Build resilient infrastructure, 
promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation”, with interlinkages 
to support the achievement of the other sustainable 
development goals. Meeting this goal requires, among 
others, adequate infrastructure development that can support 
investment in priority sectors of Member States and overcome 
the constraints associated with doing business in an economy. 

Inclusive and sustainable industrial parks are a feasible, 
innovative and integrated intervention, which can be used 
to support countries, especially developing countries 
and middle-income economies, in accelerating their 
inclusive and sustainable industrialization and structural 
transformation. Industrial parks help overcome business 
infrastructure constraints and barriers to firm entry into the 
markets.  Industrial parks have the capacity to generate high 
productivity, stimulate innovation, promote investment and 
foster social inclusion and environmental protection. 

Over the past four decades, UNIDO has been promoting the 
establishment of industrial parks - we have been assisting our 
Member States in the planning and establishment of industrial 
parks to support sustainable growth through industrial 
development. 

The development of inclusive and sustainable industrial parks 
are instrumental in the implementation of the Programme 
for Country Partnership (PCP), UNIDO’s innovative multi-
stakeholder partnership model to accelerate ISID in Member 
States.  UNIDO provides the technical support in infrastructure 
development, and complements this with appropriate policy 
analysis and advice to support the operationalizing of the 

industrial parks. Through the PCP, UNIDO supports our 
member countries to mobilize diverse partners, financial 
resources and knowledge in order to create the synergies 
required to promote and implement industrial development, 
and to maximize development opportunities following the 
establishment of industrial parks. 

As part of our holistic approach, UNIDO consolidates best 
practices and develops the necessary guidance tools to 
support our Member States and partners on issues related to 
industrial park development. We developed an “International 
Guidelines for Industrial Parks”, a comprehensive reference 
framework to guide the development of competitive, inclusive 
and sustainable parks. The guidelines were prepared by 
combining in-house technical expertise with international 
best practices.  We hope that these guidelines will serve as a 
useful guide and reference tool by the different stakeholders, 
including industrial park regulators, developers, operators, 
tenants, partners (such as multilateral development agencies) 
and financial institutions. The guidelines are relevant to both 
existing and new industrial parks in various international 
contexts, with a focus on the needs and challenges developing 
countries and middle-income economies face. 

Cognizant of our specialized knowledge and capabilities, 
UNIDO is committed to strengthening the development of 
inclusive and sustainable industrial parks in developing 
countries and middle-income economies. In this context, 
UNIDO will regularly review and update the guidelines to take 
account of new developments and evolving trends in the global 
development and industrial landscape, as well as inputs from 
our Member States and partners. UNIDO also stands ready to 
offer its services in assisting local implementers to make best 
use of the guidelines. The scope of such services may range 
from developing specific derivative documents and tools to 
supplement the guidelines to facilitate the implementation 
of these guidelines, to organizing international and regional 
forums, conferences and technical workshops, creating 
knowledge-exchange platforms and providing training.

LI Yong

Director General
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
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