
UNICEF HUMANITARIAN ACTION  
REPORT 2009

U
N

IC
E

F H
U

M
A

N
ITA

R
IA

N
 A

C
T

IO
N

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 2009

UNICEF

Office of Emergency Programmes
Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

www.unicef.org/har09

Cover photo: UNICEF/NYHQ2008-1186/Holt





UNICEF HUMANITARIAN ACTION  
REPORT 2009



Further information on UNICEF’s humanitarian action can be obtained from:

Kari Egge	 Gary Stahl	 Dermot Carty

Office of Emergency Programmes	 Pubic Sector Alliances and	 Office of Emergency Programmes
New York	 Resource Mobilization Office	 Geneva
	 New York	

Tel: +1 212 326 7150	 Tel: +1 212 326 7009	 Tel: +41 22 909 5601
Fax: +1 212 326 7037	 Fax: +1 212 326 7165	 Fax: +41 22 909 6502
Email: kegge@unicef.org	 Email: gstahl@unicef.org	 Email: dcarty@unicef.org

For full report, see www.unicef.org/har09

© United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 2009	 ISBN 978-92-806-4386-2

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply on the part of UNICEF the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever concerning the legal status of any country or territory, or of its authorities or the delimitation of its frontiers.



3U N I C E F  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A c t i o n  R e p o r t  2 0 0 9

CONTENTS

Foreword..................................................................................................................................................................................................................5
UNICEF Humanitarian Action Funding Requirements for 2009............................................................6
UNICEF Humanitarian Action and the Challenges Ahead............................................................................9
UNICEF Humanitarian Funding in 2008........................................................................................................................ 13

HUMANITARIAN ACTION APPEALS
Asia–Pacific................................................................................................................................................................................................15
Afghanistan.......................................................................................................................................................................................................21
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.........................................................................................................................25
Myanmar..............................................................................................................................................................................................................29
Nepal........................................................................................................................................................................................................................33
Sri Lanka.............................................................................................................................................................................................................38
Timor Leste......................................................................................................................................................................................................43
Central and Eastern Europe, Commonwealth of Independent States................49
Tajikistan..............................................................................................................................................................................................................53
Eastern and Southern Africa.............................................................................................................................................57
Angola.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................63
Burundi..................................................................................................................................................................................................................68
Eritrea...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 74
Ethiopia..................................................................................................................................................................................................................79
Kenya.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................85
Madagascar.....................................................................................................................................................................................................90
Malawi....................................................................................................................................................................................................................95
Mozambique....................................................................................................................................................................................................99
Somalia.............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 104
Uganda............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 109
Zambia................................................................................................................................................................................................................114
Zimbabwe........................................................................................................................................................................................................119
Middle East and North Africa....................................................................................................................................... 124
Djibouti............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 129
Iraq.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 133
Occupied Palestinian Territory.............................................................................................................................................. 139
Sudan.................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 144
Yemen................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 152
The Americas and Caribbean....................................................................................................................................... 157
Colombia.......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 162
Haiti........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 166
West and Central Africa....................................................................................................................................................... 171
Central African Republic............................................................................................................................................................... 179
Chad...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 184
Congo, Republic of the................................................................................................................................................................... 189
Côte d’Ivoire................................................................................................................................................................................................ 193
Democratic Republic of the Congo.................................................................................................................................. 197
Guinea.................................................................................................................................................................................................................204
Guinea-Bissau...........................................................................................................................................................................................208
Liberia................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 212
Mauritania...................................................................................................................................................................................................... 217
Niger.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................221





5U N I C E F  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A c t i o n  R e p o r t  2 0 0 9

FOREWORD

The year 2008 has seen significant global humanitarian challenges ranging from devastating 
natural disasters, escalating food and oil prices to worsening conflict situations. 

In recent decades, the number and severity of natural disasters has increased significantly. In 
2008 alone, there was a devastating hurricane season affecting the Caribbean, catastrophic 
earthquakes in China and Pakistan, a worst-ever cyclone disaster in Myanmar’s history, floods 
and landslides in South Asia, and drought and floods in the Horn of Africa. Humanitarian 
situations have also deteriorated in several ongoing and protracted emergencies, including 
renewed fighting in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo and worsening food insecurity 
in Zimbabwe. 

Increasingly complex humanitarian crisis situations require emergency preparedness, rapid 
response, capacity-building of all actors involved and sound partnerships with governments, 
UN agencies, NGOs and communities. UNICEF is committed to further improving its capacity 
to protect children and women around the world and alleviate their suffering.

The Humanitarian Action Report (HAR) is UNICEF’s annual appeal for children and women affected by emergencies around 
the world. The 2009 report comprises 36 countries in the six UNICEF regions. 

Children and women suffer most from conflict, war, natural disasters and dire health and nutrition situations. We rely on your 
support to be able to respond effectively and efficiently to the needs of children and women affected by emergencies and to 
ensure their protection and well-being. 

Ann M. Veneman
Executive Director
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Region/Country Funding requirements for 2009 (US$)

ASIA–PACIFIC 1,290,000

Afghanistan 15,500,000

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 13,000,000

Myanmar 20,000,000

Nepal 8,017,000

Sri Lanka 15,000,000

Timor Leste 3,950,000

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE, 
COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT 
STATES

750,000

Tajikistan 2,000,000

EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA 10,538,906

Angola 4,500,000

Burundi 8,934,800

Eritrea 12,400,000

Ethiopia 71,100,000

Kenya 19,180,000

Madagascar 6,600,000

Malawi 5,025,000

Mozambique 7,600,000

Somalia 79,459,883

Uganda 81,045,380

Zambia 4,896,438

Zimbabwe 88,200,000

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 600,000

Djibouti 5,977,682

Iraq 61,677,262

Occupied Palestinian Territory 42,228,022

Sudan 147,622,862

Yemen 2,050,000

THE AMERICAS AND CARIBBEAN 2,800,000

Colombia 5,450,000

Haiti 11,500,000
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