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COLOUR CODE KEY

1. Thematic areas

All events are colour coded in line with UN-Habitat priority substantive 
areas as illustrated in
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introduction

1.	 The World Urban Forum was established 
by the United Nations to examine one 
of the most pressing issues facing the 
world today: rapid urbanization and its 
impact on communities, cities, economies, 
climate change and policies. The Forum is 
organized and convened by the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 
pursuant to paragraph 10 of resolution 
18/5 of the Commission on Human 
Settlements, in which the Commission 
requested the Executive Director 
“to promote a merger of the Urban 
Environment Forum and the International 
Forum on Urban Poverty into a new urban 
forum, with a view to strengthening the 
coordination of international support 
to the implementation of the Habitat 
Agenda.” Subsequently, the United 
Nations General Assembly decided, in its 
resolution 56/206, that the Forum would 
be a non-legislative technical forum in 
which experts could exchange views in 
the years when the Governing Council of 
UN-Habitat does  not meet. At the same 
session, in paragraph 7 of its resolution 
56/205, the General Assembly encouraged 
local authorities and other Habitat Agenda 
partners to participate, as appropriate, in 
the Forum in its role as an advisory body to 
the Executive Director of UN-Habitat.

2.	 The Forum is held in a different host 
city and country biennially, drawing a 
wide range of experts from every walk 
of life. Participants at the Forum include, 
but are not limited to, Habitat Agenda 
partners, national Governments, local 
authorities, members of national, regional 
and international associations of local 
governments, Global Parliamentarians on 
Habitat, non-governmental organizations, 
community‑based organizations, media 
organizations, human settlements 
professionals, research institutions and 
academies of science, professional 
associations, the private sector, business and 

non-profit sectors, foundations, relevant 
United Nations organizations and other 
international agencies.

3.	 The Forum promotes the strong participation 
of Habitat Agenda partners and relevant 
international programmes, funds and 
agencies, thus ensuring their inclusion in the 
identification of new issues, the sharing of 
lessons learned and the exchange of best 
practices and good policies.

4.	 The Forum is also intended to re-examine 
the manner in which UN-Habitat and its 
partners contribute to guiding and enriching 

The world’s premier 
conference on urban issues

i.	Intr oduction

Delegates at the Opening Ceremony of the Sixth Session of the World Urban Forum © Cubo Creativity Design/Fondazione 
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