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INTRODUCTION

UN-Habitat, through the Global Land Tool Network
(GLTN) and IFAD, has entered into a partnership to
implement the Land and Natural Resources Tenure
Security Learning Initiative for Eastern and Southern
Africa (TSLI-ESA). The initiative aims to improve
knowledge management strategies and approaches
for strengthening pro-poor and gender-sensitive land
and natural resource tenure rights in selected Eastern
and Southern African countries.

A Regional Learning Workshop on Land and Natural
Resources Tenure Security held from 29" to 31%

May, 2012, at the United Nations’ Gigiri complex in
Nairobi, Kenya, marked the start of this knowledge
management initiative. It was attended by 78 people
from 20 countries, mainly in East and Southern

and West and Central Africa, but also from various

‘ The initiative aims to improve
knowledge management strategies and
approaches for strengthening pro-poor and
gender-sensitive land and natural resource
tenure rights in selected Eastern and
Southern African countries.

global organizations (see Annex 2 for details). The
overall objective of the workshop was to deepen

the understanding of land and natural resources
tenure security issues and to identify opportunities to
strengthen land tenure security and land access of the
rural poor and marginalized groups in sub-Saharan
Africa.

Workshop participants gather for a group photo.




In this initial phase the TSLI-ESA is focusing primarily
on the following five themes:

*  MAPPING: Using technically advanced
geographic information technologies, such as
aerial photography, remote sensing technology
and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for
mapping land and natural resource rights, use and
management.

* LAND & WATER RIGHTS: Recognizing and
documenting small-scale farmers’ land and water
rights in irrigation schemes.

*  GROUP RIGHTS: Recognizing and documenting
group rights, focusing on range/grazing lands,
forests and artisanal fishing communities.

*  WOMEN'S ACCESS: Strengthening women'’s
access to land.

* INCLUSIVE BUSINESS: Documenting best practices
in securing land and natural resource rights
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through business partnerships between small-scale
farmers and outside investors.

The expected outputs of the workshop were:

* To identify and share challenges, as well as
innovative approaches, for strengthening security
of land and natural resource tenure of poor
people and vulnerable groups;

* To strengthen lessons sharing and knowledge
exchanges among various stakeholders and
programmes.

Although the focus was on East and Southern Africa
(ESA), key projects from West and Central Africa
(WCA) and key GLTN partners also participated,
allowing for wider learning exchanges, the bringing in
of new perspectives and for strengthening linkages.




