
INCREASING SYNERGY FOR  
GREATER NATIONAL OWNERSHIP

UN-HABITAT GLOBAL  
ACTIVITIES REPORT 2015

HS/028/15E 
ISBN(Series): 978-92-1-133406-7 
ISBN(Volume): 978-92-1-132652-9

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME
P.O.Box 30030,Nairobi 00100,Kenya;
Tel: +254-20-76263120; Fax: +254-20-76234266/7 (central office); 
infohabitat@unhabitat.org www.unhabitat.org

UN-Habitat Global Activities Report 2015  
INCREASING SYNERGY FOR GREATER NATIONAL OWNERSHIP

The UN-Habitat Global Activities Report is an historical progress report to 
the Governing Council that takes into account developments in addressing 
the project portfolio of the United Nations Human Settlement Programme  
(UN-Habitat) at the national, regional and global levels.

Over the years, the report – formerly known as the operational activity report 
– has been transmitted to the Governing Council on a biennial basis as an 
information document that provides project portfolio trend analysis based on 
project acquisition and expenditures.

The Programme’s work has been focused on promoting national urban policy 
reforms together with building institutional and human capacities, including 
providing support to Governments in the implementation of national urban 
plans. UN-Habitat activities and programmes at the global, regional and national 
levels are crucial in increasing synergies for greater national ownership of the 
various sustainable urban development tools and best practices being promoted 
by the United Nations and Habitat Agenda partners around the world.

The report is available from www.unhabitat.org/gc25documents.
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Disclaimer

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers of boundaries. 

Views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the 
United Nations, or its Member States.

Excerpts may be reproduced without authorization, on condition that the source is indicated.
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Foreword

Over the past two years, UN-Habitat 
has engaged in developing global 
norms and supporting innovative 
models to assist national governments 
and local authorities increasing their 
knowledge on sustainable urbanization 
as well as improving national and 
local policies on housing and urban 
development. This is meant to enhance 
regional, national and local capacities 
for the effective implementation of 
pro-poor human settlements policies 
much needed for poverty elevation in 
line with the Habitat Agenda and the 
Millennium Development Goals.

More concretely, the main focus of 
UN-Habitat’s work at the global, 
regional, national and local levels has 
been on promoting policy reforms 
as well as building institutional and 
human capacities and supporting 
the implementation of local and 
national plans of action for sustainable 
urbanization. In view of the current 
rapid urbanization in much of the 
developing world, the development of 
efficient legislation and policies, the 
promotion of adequate infrastructure 
and basic services as well as effective 

Joan Clos 
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director
United Nations Human Settlements Programme  
(UN-Habitat)



UN-Habitat’s strategy to expand its earmarked  
projects portfolio, has been sustained, from a level of  
USD 136 million in 2012, to USD 171 million in 2013 –  
representing a 25 per cent increase, and to  
USD 172 million by November 2014.

urban planning and design are of 
utmost importance for the creation of 
socially inclusive, resilient, economically 
prosperous and energy-efficient 
cities that maximize the benefits of 
agglomeration, minimize the demand 
for urban mobility and transport, and 
provide conditions necessary for urban 
economic growth and job creation.

As sustainable urban development 
remains one of the most pressing global 
challenges of the twenty-first century, 
national governments and their partners 
must consequently pay greater attention 
and make joint efforts to build greener, 
more harmonious, equitable, inclusive 
and environment-friendly cities.

The Global Activities Report 2015,  
takes into account the progress made 
in addressing UN-Habitat’s projects 
portfolio with a view to increasing 
its impact and facilitating national 
ownership. An encouraging trend during 
the current reporting period is that the 
earmarked portfolio has continued to 
grow, confirming rising demand for the 
Agency’s technical expertise. This upward 
trend, consistent with UN-Habitat’s 

strategy to expand its earmarked projects 
portfolio, has been sustained, from a 
level of USD 136 million in 2012, to USD 
171 million in 2013 – representing a 25 
per cent increase, and to USD 172 million 
by November 2014. These contributions 
have enabled UN-Habitat to provide 
strong support of more than USD 162 
million in 2014 alone to 16 countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa, 18 countries in Asia 
and the Pacific, 9 countries in the Arab 
States region, and 19 countries in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, in addition 
to regional programmes and normative 
global initiatives.

At the same time, the Agency has 
also continued its collaboration with 
multilateral and bilateral institutions by 
progressively adopting the “ONE UN” 
approach and “delivering as One”. In 
that connection, the Agency recognizes 
the United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF) and its 
results matrix as the collective, coherent 
and integrated programming and 
monitoring framework for the operations 
of the United Nations development 
system at the country level, bringing 
increased opportunities for joint 

initiatives, including joint programming, 
and urges the United Nations 
development system to fully utilize such 
opportunities in the interest of enhancing 
aid efficiency and effectiveness.

This report is structured around six major 
chapters, following an introduction 
providing a global overview of 
urbanisation and its transformative 
powers. The first five chapters, covering 
Africa, the Arab States, Asia and the 
Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
as well as the European Union and 
Eastern Europe, highlight key activities 
implemented by the Agency over the 
past two years. The sixth chapter seals 
with activities carried out by the thematic 
branches in collaboration with regional 
offices in the five regions in which UN-
Habitat has been present.

It is my hope that this document, which 
serves mainly the purpose of information 
sharing, will be easy to read in order to 
disseminate results and call for more 
collaboration with interested partners 
where appropriate and when possible.



PHOTO: View of downtown Astana, the capital of 
Kazakhstan. © Shynar Jetpissova / World Bank
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