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Preface

Urbanization is a megatrend which will significantly shape the economic, political and social transformation of
societies and their spatial impacts. It is estimated that up to 70% of the global population will be living in cities by 2050.
Future urban growth will almost exclusively take place in developing countries. Thereby, spatial and functional
interrelations between cities, settlements and their surrounding areas are increasing and the metropolitan scale is
gaining more and more relevance for integrated urban and city-regional planning, financing and implementation.

The Sector Project “Sustainable Development of Metropolitan Regions”, implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), develops action-oriented advisory services on the role of metropolitan regions as drivers for
sustainable development. Within this approach, the Sector Project operates in four focus areas to address the diverse
social, economic and ecologic challenges in urban agglomerations.

The four focus areas refer to:

- Metropolitan governance structures and cooperation beyond administrative boundaries / urban-rural
linkages

- Integrated resource-efficient development / Urban NEXUS
- Regional economic development and innovative business regions
- Inclusive labor markets and residential centers in metropolitan regions.

This case study analysis forms part of the publication series “Sustainable Development of Metropolitan Regions” that
gives conceptual guidance and recommendations for hands-on approaches for development organizations as well as
partner countries in the field of sustainable development of metropolitan regions.

We encourage a critical and intensive discussion about the findings and recommendations offered by the discussion
papers, conceptual studies, case study reports, and analyses through policy makers and practitioners as well as
academia. The publication series shall serve as a reference point for the ongoing international discussion on
transforming urbanization, implementing the Sustainable Development Goals at the local and metropolitan level and
thereby contribute to the Habitat III debate.

Carmen Vogt
Head of GIZ Programme
“Sustainable Development of Metropolitan Regions”
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