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In particular, the Global Activities Report 2017 pays tribute to the partnerships
we have established in support of the New Urban Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals to pursue a better urban future for all. | also take this
opportunity to reiterate our commitment to further refine and strengthen our
tools and systems to support member States in implementing the New Urban
Agenda and other global agreements.

[ am delighted to present UN-Habitat’s Global Activities Report
(GAR) 2017. This mandatory information document is prepared
for each Governing Council. The present report, which covers
activities since the last Governing Council in April 2015, aims to
share updates of the delivery of our programmes at the global,
regional and national levels.

Over the past two years, we have witnessed growing recognition
of urbanization as an engine of sustainable development.
In 2016, the United Nations Conference on Housing and
Sustainable Urban Development (also known as “Habitat III”)
approved the New Urban Agenda (NUA) as a means to re-address
the way cities and human settlements are planned, designed,
financed, developed, governed, and managed. Earlier in 2015,
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including Goal
11 on ‘making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable’, had been adopted by the international
community in support of the same vision. Other important
recent global agreements, including the “Paris Agreement” and

This report is subdivided into two major parts. Part I of
the document highlights some of the global initiatives and
partnerships that were developed or expanded in 2015-2016
to illustrate the range of thematic areas covered by UN-Habitat
within its mandate, and in the execution of its focal point role in
the area of housing and sustainable urban development. These
global initiatives focus on supporting countries and cities in
their aim to establish the foundation for harnessing the power
of urbanization for sustainable development, peace and security
and human rights, ensuring that no-one and no space is left
behind.

Further, as the large majority of our work is delivered at the
national and local levels, Part II of this report sheds light on
our regional commitments and strategic partnerships. It also
addresses selected country activities undertaken by the Agency
to implement its Strategic Plan 2014-2019, and to support the
early implementation of the NUA and the 2030 Development
Agenda. While UN-Habitat’s Annual Reports for 2015 and 2016
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