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FOREWORD

I am delighted to present the latest analysis of UN-Habitat on 

“Implementing the New Urban Agenda by Strengthening Urban-

Rural Linkages”.  UN-Habitat is the United Nations agency 

mandated to promote socially and environmentally sustainable 

towns and cities, with the goal of providing adequate shelter for 

all.  It works toward a better (urban) future, for both urban and 

rural populations. 

Our vision includes developing a greater understanding of the 

transformative forces and process of growing settlements, and 

how rural settlements merge with towns and cities. The shift in 

the world’s population towards urban areas creates new dynamics 

that require a fresh look at how to better balance territorial 

development by enhancing Urban-Rural Linkages. 

In this analysis, UN-Habitat defines priority actions and identifies 

key actors to improve Urban-Rural Linkages in line with Agenda 

2030 for Sustainable Development and the New Urban Agenda. 

The document focuses on the need for partnerships to foster 

dialogue and cooperation between international agencies, United 

Nations Member States, all levels of government, civil society, 

private sector and all other stakeholders working in this field. 

As a driver of development and poverty reduction, urbanization 

can bring prosperity to many regions; it is thus urgent that cities 

plan and strengthen synergies between urban and rural areas. 

This UN-Habitat publication serves as a reference for academics, 

practitioners and national, regional and local governments in the 

field of enhancing Urban-Rural Linkages. 

Sustainable planning needs an inclusive, integrated and territorial 

approach based on cooperation and communication. This paper 

will help to address this need.

Dr. Joan Clos,

Executive Director, UN-Habitat
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