


First published in Nairobi in 2017 by UN-Habitat
Copyright © United Nations Human Settlements Programme 2017 

All rights reserved
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)
P. O. Box 30030, 00100 Nairobi GPO KENYA
Tel: 254-020-7623120 (Central Office)
www.unhabitat.org

HS Number: 

Disclaimer
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning 
the delimitation of its frontiers of boundaries. Views expressed in this publication do not necessarily 
reflect those of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the United Nations, or its 
Member States.

Excerpts may be reproduced without authorization, on condition that the source is indicated.

Acknowledgements
FSCP Task Manager: Abdulrhman Alsayel, Al Jawhara Al Sudairy, Ayman Elhefnawi, Douglas Ragan
Authors: ElHabib Benmokhtar
Contributors: Abdulrhman Alsayel, Ayman Elhefnawi, David Thomas, Layan Al Saud. Reem Al Saud, 
Sarjo Sarr, Yiyi Liu

Editor: Reem Al Saud

Design & Layout:



On behalf of the Future Saudi Cities Program (FSCP) team would like to deeply thank the Princess 

Al Anood Center For Youth Development (WARIF) as well as by King Salman Center for Local 

Governance [KSLG] for their remarkable contribution in this report.  We are sincerely grateful for the 

tremendous efforts that both institutions undergo to prepare and support the report. 

We would especially like to thank and express our full gratitude to Dr. Abdul Rahman Al Shaikh 

- Deputy Minister For Town Planning, MoMRA, for his leadership role throughout the FSCP and his 

thoughtful instructions and insightful advice that helped us to develop and refine the study. Special 

Thanks to HRH Princess Reem Al Saud – Advisor to HE the Minister of Municipality and Rural Affairs 

for her remarkable efforts to edit the report.



1-             TRANSPORT AND MOBILITY
    Transport in Women and Youth context .........................................................................
    Transport and Mobility Challenges ..................................................................................
    Road Safety ......................................................................................................................... 
    Recommendations .............................................................................................................

2-             HOUSING AND ACCESS TO SERVICES
    Access to Housing in Saudi Cities .....................................................................................
    Access to Electricity ............................................................................................................
    Connection to Sewerage/ Sanitation Services ................................................................
    Access to Clean Healthy Drinking Water .........................................................................
    Access to Internet ...............................................................................................................
    Recommendations .............................................................................................................

3-             PUBLIC SPACES
    Use and type of public spaces ..........................................................................................
    Safety and security .............................................................................................................
    Access to services and youth activities centers ..............................................................
    Environmental sustainability ............................................................................................
    Recommendations .............................................................................................................

4-             YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
    Women and Youth in Saudi labor market .......................................................................
    Formal employment ..........................................................................................................
    Professional goals and entrepreneurship ......................................................................
    Education and Volunteering .............................................................................................
    Recommendations .............................................................................................................

5-             YOUTH AND GOVERNANCE 
    Youth Councils ....................................................................................................................
    Youth Participation ............................................................................................................
    Civic Participation ...............................................................................................................
    Political Participation .........................................................................................................
    Recommendations .............................................................................................................

6-   YOUTH & GENDER RESPONSIVE URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN
    Involving women and youth in Urban Planning and Design ........................................
    Women and Youth participation in urban planning and governance .........................
    Outcomes of the Training and Recommendations  .......................................................
‘
7-   CONCLUSION 
    Recommendations .............................................................................................................
    References ..........................................................................................................................

25
27
26
27
28
29

18
19
21
23

32
33
34
35
36

38
41
42
43
44

47
48
48
49
50

53
54
55

57
58



TABLE 1: Percentages of urban and rural population in Saudi Arabia (1950-2050) .......................
TABLE 2: Distribution of Amanah, Municipalities and Village Clusters by ........................................
FIGURE 1: Description of the 17 cities of the Future Saudi Cities Program .....................................
FIGURE 2: Administrative boundaries of Saudi Arabia .......................................................................
FIGURE 3: Data collection methods and thematic classification .......................................................
FIGURE 4: Modes of transportation, youth target group ...................................................................
FIGURE 5: Transport related Tweets .....................................................................................................
FIGURE 6: Youth (15-24) labor force participation rate ......................................................................
FIGURE 7: Women’s employment in private sector ............................................................................
FIGURE 8: Unemployment tweets .........................................................................................................

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
FSCP: Future Saudi Cities Program
MOMRA: Ministry of Municipality and Rural Affair
UN-HABITAT: The United Nation Human Settlements Programme
CPI: City Prosperity Index
MENA: Middle East and North Africa
SDG: Sustainable Development Goals
GCC: Gulf Cooperation Council
KSCLG: King Salman Center for Local Governance 
ILO: International Labor Organization
WARIF : Princess Al Anood Center for Youth Development.

LIST OF TABLE AND FIGURES

12
13
9
14
17
18
20 
38
39
40



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



7

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Saudi Arabia is recognizing the potential that 
women and youth can bring to social, economic, 
and urban development and sustainability. 
Women and youth, however, face challenges that 
hinder the quality of their lives and potentially the 
realization of the country’s Vision 2030.

A joint study was conducted between the Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs in Saudi Arabia and 
UN-HABITAT to evaluate the state and status of 
women and youth in Saudi cities and provide 
guidance for additional research to develop 
concrete and actionable policy solutions. Data 
from four different studies were consolidated to 
provide a more comprehensive understanding 
of situation of women and youth in Saudi cities, 
according to the dimensions of UN-Habitat’s 
City Prosperity Initiative. The study covered 17 
major cities and collected data for women and 
youth from diverse backgrounds. The report 
yielded six main city-related thematic areas for 
the consideration of policymakers: Transport and 
Mobility
Housing and access to services, Public Spaces, 
Youth Employment, Youth and Governanc and 
Youth and Gender Responsive Urban Planning 
and Design

The study found that basic services are available 
in Saudi cities to all groups, however access 
to public services such as transportation and 
public spaces remains a challenge for women 
and youth. Gender-responsive measures are 
lacking in the provision of services such as 
transportation. Also equal opportunities for 
youth to access meaningful employment appear 
to be a challenge. The study found that women 
and youth are willing to contribute to their city’s 
development, however they are unaware or 
unable to participate in the process.

The preliminary findings of the study found that 
there are opportunities for policymakers in Saudi 
Arabia to improve the quality of lives in cities by 
considering the following:

• Accessibility and affordability of services 
provided by the city.
• Develop an inclusive decision-making process to 
ensure sustainable urban development. 
• Provide equal opportunities for all city dwellers 
to reduce economic and social inequalities.

Consider linkages of the services offered by the 
city for a sustainable urban design and planning.
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