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DISCLAIMER

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this report do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning
the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation
of its frontiers or boundaries, or regarding its economic system or degree of development. The
analysis, conclusions and recommendations of this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of
the United Nations Human Settlements Programme or its Governing Council.

Reference in this publication of any specific commercial products, brand names, processes, or services,
or the use of any trade, firm, or corporation name does not constitute endorsement, recommendation,
or favouring by UN-Habitat or its officers, nor does such reference constitute an endorsement of UN-
Habitat.

The methodology used in this report is based on the UN-Habitat’s Global Public Space Programme
City-wide public space inventory and assessment. UN-Habitat’s City Prosperity Initiative uses the City
Prosperity Index which is a sampling methodology and there is a difference in the data reported. The
data is also based on time and day of the survey and may vary due to weather condition and user
perception.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The enthusiastic help and efforts from students from Wuhan University, Huazhong Agricultural
University and the China University of Geosciences is acknowledged in the collection of all
the public space data presented in this report. Special thanks to the Wuhan Land Use and
Spatial Planning Research Centre Team and Jianghan District Council for delivering data and
other inputs.

Programme managetr: Cecilia Andersson
Principal author : Joy Mutai
Contributors: Cecilia Andersson, Qi Xiangxuan (WLSP)

Analysis and GIS Support : Joy Mutai
Report design and layout: Joy Mutai



CHINA - WUHAN
JIANGHAN DISTRICT

A CITY-WIDE PUBLIC SPACE INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT

Sl n UN@HABITAT

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE






BACKGROUND

City-WIpE PuBLIC SpPACE INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT
WLSP aNnD UN-HABITAT

INTRODUCTION

WuHaN CiTy
JIANGHAN DISTRICT

CasE FoRr PusLic SpPACE IN JIANGHAN DISTRICT
JIANGHAN’S POTENTIAL AND CHALLENGES

METHODOLOGY......ccoiiiiiiiiiieee, 22

DATACOLLECTION
Data CLEAN-UP

ANALYSIS

STREETS AS PUBLIC SPACES
OpPEN PuBLIC SPACES
GREENPuBLICSPACESAND GREEN AREAS
TypoLoGYoOFPuBLICSPACES
PusLic FACILITIES

TABLE OF CONTENTS

OWNERSHIP AND CUSTODIANSHIP...etttetteeteeeeeeeiteeteeeeeeeeeeeeesseiaeereeeeennnns 38
ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY tetteeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseassasssneeeennnns 40
PROXIMITY A SSESSMENT .etiiiiiiiiiiieieeeieeieiir it rette e et et eeeeee e e e s e e sesasraeaaeeees 42
COMFORT ASSESSMENT ttttttitieierireeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssisrrrrrrereereeeeeeeeessssssins 44
SAFETY A SSESSMENT ettiiiiiiiieieeeeeeecet ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e s s s s b araraeeeeeeees 46
USE AND USER A SSESSMENT ..uuttttiiiiiiiiiiteeeeeeeeeeeieiiisssnrersrrereeeeeeeeeeesssns 48
THERMODYNAMIC ANALYSIS. ceietetiieiiiiieeteiieeieeeeeresseeeeneeesssssseeseeseeeas 50
SUMMARY FINDINGS......ccoooeeeeieeee, 5%
HOW S AFE 2 et e e 54
HOW INCLUSIVE? . ..ciiiiieeeeeeeeett ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e s 55
HOW A CCESSIBLE . uttiiiiiiiieeee ettt et e e e e e e e s e e e s 56
WAY FORWARD....oeeeeeieie, 59
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS . ...vvttvitttiteteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseereeseeeens 60
PROPOSED PILOT PROJECTS uutiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee ettt o1
VISION AND GOALS FOR JIANGHAN’S PUBLIC SPACES.....ccocuvvvvvviveeeeee. 64
OBUECTIVESAND STRATEGIES TOACHIEVEVISION...vvvviiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieans 68

R EFEREN CE S ittt ettt et e et et e e et e e e e e e e e ese e e eee e e e e e seeaereseeraaeeesnnes 76



e CitYy-WIDE PuBLIC SPACE INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT
* WuUHAN LAND Use AND SprATIAL PLANNING RESEARCH CENTER
e UN-HABITAT AND WuUHAN LAND Use AND SpPATIAL PLANNING RESEARCH CENTER



“Culture and climate differ all over the world, but people are the same.
They will gather in public if you give them a good place to do it.”

Jan Gehl
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BACKGROUND

Public space plays a vital role as a structural element of cities.
This fact has lead authors, such as Lynch (1960), Jacobs (1961),
Portas (1968), Lefevre (1973), Borja (1977), to consider that
“the city is the public space”. It is therefore notable that public
spaces plays an important role regarding formal, economical,
social and environmental issues.

The guality of life in urban areas depends upon the availability
of, and accessibility to social amenities. As such, high quality
public spaces represent an excellent indicator of improved
standards of urban life including physical and mental well
being for all citizens. Public space provides a common platform
through which city authorities, diverse groups including
NGOs, CBOs the business community, academia and various
government and intergovernmental agencies can collaborate
and critically engage through a democratic process for
sustainable development.

There is a need for public space to be created,protected
and managed in a sustainable manner. The liveliness and
continuous use of public space as a public good leads to an
urban environment that is well-maintained and safe, making

It is in regard of the growing attention to public space that
in 2011, at the 23rd Session of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat),
member states were at the forefrontin supporting the resolution
that mandated UN-Habitat to consolidate agency-wide work
on public space, to develop and promote public space policy,
coordination, disseminate knowledge and directly assist cities
in public space initiatives.

In 2012, UN-Habitat’'s Global Public Space Programme was
established. Since then the Programme has grown to be active
in a range of operational and normative activities in more than
30cities in over 20 countries.

A great milestone achieved in 2015 was the adoption of a
target related to public space as part of SDG 11,

“By 2030, provide universal access to safe,
inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces,
in particular for women and children, older persons
and persons with disabilities”.
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PROGRAMME FOCUS AREAS

The Global Public Space programme is organized around
three main areas:

Partnerships and networking - An important part of the
Programme is to bring together a broad global network
of partners working on the issue of public space, and
UN-Habitat has agreements and ongoing activities
with various organizations. These partners are brought
together annually at either the World Urban Forum and/
or the Future of Places Conference.

Knowledge management, advocacy and tools - To
institutionalize public space in the normative work of
partner organizations and cities, UN-Habitat promotes a
policy approach, develops tools and indicators and runs
capacity building programmes.

Public space demonstration projects and city-wide
strategies - To show the importance of public space on
the ground, UN-Habitat supports cities in implementing
public space demonstration projects, city-wide strategies
and sectoral development plans. These activities are




