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In 2015, the UN-Habitat Governing Council approved the International 
Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning (IG-UTP), a set of universal 
planning principles for the improvement of planning and management 
at all levels, from neighbourhood to city level, and beyond, to regional, 
national and transboundary levels. Urban and territorial planning 
has been thought of as an exclusive competence of national and 
local authorities. However, as our cities continue to grow and their 
stakeholders become increasingly diverse, planning needs to change. 
The Guidelines advocate for planning as an integrated and participatory 
decision-making process to plan and manage our cities and territories 
in a holistic manner.

The IG-UTP are the single most downloaded publication of UN-Habitat. 
They are also explicitly referenced in the New Urban Agenda. These are 
testimonies to the gap the Guidelines fill, and the quality of guidance 
they provide. This Handbook has been designed as an accompanying 
tool that will assist national governments, local authorities, planning 
professionals, and civil society organizations in collectively applying the 
Guidelines to improve planning frameworks and practice at all levels 
of governance and across the spatial planning continuum. While the 
Guidelines advocate shared responsibilities and collaborative planning, 
the Handbook provides a breakdown of the process and elements 
needed to attain the outcomes, which the Guidelines ultimately aim 
to achieve. 

I encourage countries, cities and their citizens to make use of the 
Guidelines and this Handbook, to harness the power of planned 
urbanisation towards sustainable social and economic development, 
and the realisation of the New Urban Agenda and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Foreword

I encourage countries, cities 
and their citizens to make 
use of the Guidelines and 
this Handbook, to harness 
the power of planned 
urbanisation towards 
sustainable social and 
economic development, 
and the realisation of the 
New Urban Agenda and the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

Maimuna Moh’d Sharif

Executive Director, UN-Habitat
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