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UN-HABITAT FOREWORD

On behalf of UN-Habitat Lebanon, | am pleased to present
the National Urban Policies Programme (NUP) diagnosis
report.

In 2017, within the framework of a regional initiative, UN-
Habitat Lebanon launched the “National Urban Policies
Programme”, aiming at devising national urban policies
as a framework for urban planning practices that enforce
resiliency, sustainability, accessibility, and prosperity for all
city dwellers.

The programme capitalizes on existing urban planning
frameworks and practices at the national, regional and
global levels to recommend more efficient, sustainable and
practical urban policies.

This report builds on a thorough understanding of the
Lebanese context and an in-depth analysis of the main
urban issues providing recommendations for future NUP
activities and action.

We hope that this will pave the way for building knowledge
and strengthening partnerships to achieve coherent and
integrated national urban policies in Lebanon.

Tarek Osseiran
Country Programme Manager
UN-Habitat Lebanon
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MINISTRY OF PLANNING FOREWORD

The Ministry of State for Planning congratulates the
partnership facilitated by UN-Habitat to the development
of the diagnosis report. More than 88% of the population in
Lebanon reside in urban areas and this rate is expected to
multiply in the coming years.

Urban sprawl, fragmented planning strategies and the weak
legislative framework, coupled with the protracted nature
of the Syrian crisis, have placed significant pressure on
urban services. New settlements are developing, resulting
in different geographies. These spatial transformations and
the increase in population necessitate strong governance
and planning systems. The current situation requires
collaboration between the public and private sectors.
The private sector has an important role to play in the
development process as it holds the nation’s economy and
can promote functionality and sustainability of infrastructure.

In order to promote inclusive and multisectoral development
we believe that the strategic partnership with UN-Habitat
and collaboration with various urban and development
experts during the first year of the programme is the first
milestone towards promoting and mainstreaming efficient
national policies.

Minister Michel Pharoan
Minister of State for Planning
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