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Foreword

I am delighted to present the publication 

“Urban-Rural Linkages to Advance 

Integrated Territorial Development: 

Guiding Principles and Framework for 

Action”. This comes at a time when 

spatial inequality between the urban 

and rural areas is of great concern in the 

global agenda.  

Within 30 years, two-thirds of the world’s 

population will live in urban areas; 90 per 

cent of urban growth will occur in less-

developed regions such as East Asia, South 

Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa, at a rapid 

pace and in situations where capacities 

and resources are most constrained 

and development challenges are most 

intense. This makes the relationship 

between urban and rural communities an 

increasingly important one.  

Urban and rural communities do not live 

in isolation from one another. The flow of 

people, goods, services and transport, for 

example, does not go in one direction only. 

In fact, there is a repeated and reciprocal 

circular movement across the urban-rural 

continuum that connects these areas and 

generates a synergy that is greater than 

the sum of the parts, and that contributes 

to functional, integrated territories and 

regions.

This urban-rural relationship is increasingly 

the focus of attention from national, 

regional and local governments, planners 

and development agencies. This is partly 

because sustainable urbanization is 

central to the realization of the global 

development goals as set out in the 

suite of global agreements signed 

between 2015 and 2016. These include, 

most importantly, the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and the 

New Urban Agenda (NUA). In its draft, 

strategic plan 2020-2025, UN-Habitat 

has proposed “enhanced prosperity 

of regions” as one of its four focus 

areas, and improved spatial connectivity 

and productivity as a key outcome.  

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_18174


