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Africa’s increased urban population is a powerful asset for the continent’s overall transformation. However, it 
can only attain its full potential when cities are properly planned and adequately serviced. A major change is 
needed in the course of Africa’s urban development – a shift whose main thrust can be propelled by, �rst, a re-
examination of the planning process and the delivery of basic services.

UN-Habitat Regional Of�ce in Africa (ROAf), located in Nairobi, Kenya, is working with African governments to 
take early action to position themselves for predominately urban populations. The portfolio of ongoing projects 
in Africa is very diverse in terms of geographic coverage and development partners.

URBANIZATION IN AFRICA: OVERVIEW

Demographic and Urban Trends

In 2009, Africa’s total population for the �rst time exceeded one billion, of which 395 million (or almost 40 per 
cent) lived in urban areas. Africa should prepare for a total population increase of about 60 per cent between 
2010 and 2050, with the urban population tripling to 1.23 billion during this period.

Around 2030, Africa’s collective population will become 50 percent urban. The majority of political constituencies 
will then live in cities, demanding means of subsistence, shelter and services. African governments should position 
themselves for predominant urban populations.

In the early 2040s, African cities will collectively be home to one billion people, equivalent to the continent’s total 
population in 2009. Since cities are the future habitat for the majority of Africans, now is the time for spending 
on basic infrastructure, social services (health and education) and affordable housing, in the process stimulating 
urban economies and generating much-needed jobs. Not a single African government can afford to ignore the 
on-going rapid urban transition.

Cities must become priority areas for public policies, with investment provided to build adequate governance 
capacities, equitable service delivery, affordable housing provision and better wealth distribution.

New urban con�gurations

City regions, urban development corridors, mega urban regions and other new urban con�gurations continue 
to emerge or become increasingly visible across Africa. Their spatial and functional features demand new urban 
management methods to ensure consistent area-wide governance. Sweeping reform is also critical for effective 
delivery of affordable housing, social services and urban infrastructure commensurate with the magnitudes of 
these rapidly expanding urban concentrations.

Different political traditions, economic circumstances and location-speci�c features make every African nation 
and city unique. Therefore, effective reform and adaptation must be location speci�c. Increasingly well-de�ned 
urban regions and urban development corridors introduce complex and highly �uid spatial, regulatory and 
political realities.

As urban systems and interurban �ows of people, goods, communications and funds extend across national 
borders, policies must follow suit if they are to have any realistic prospect of in�uencing the outcomes. The 
management tools of the traditional mono-centric city are not appropriate for today’s multi-nuclear urban 
con�gurations. The need for governance reform to introduce holistic area-wide planning and urban management 
simply cannot be overemphasized.

Lack of �scal decentralization

Many African municipalities are �nancially weak because their revenue- and �nance-generating structures are 
inadequate and inef�cient. Decentralizing responsibilities without �scal decentralization contributes to urban 
decay, poor services and the proliferation of slums. Fiscal must match political decentralization in order to create 
more revenue-generating options and decision-making power for local authorities. Property tax is currently 
the major revenue source for municipal authorities, although, at times, it can place an inequitable burden on 
property owners.
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Urban poverty and inequality

Polarization and confrontation have increased in African cities due to laissez-faire attitudes to rapid urbanization. 
The unfolding pattern is one of disjointed, dysfunctional and unsustainable urban geographies of inequality and 
human suffering, with oceans of poverty containing islands of wealth. Socioeconomic conditions in most African 
cities are now increasingly showing unequal, threatening systemic stability, affecting not only the continuity of 
cities as social-political human eco-systems but also entire nations.

The challenge of African urban sustainability calls for a focus on cities as people-centred concentrations of 
opportunity. Harnessing rather than alienating human energies is essential to maintaining urban dynamism, 
which cannot be fostered or maintained with rising urban inequality. The urban poor should not be punished for 
their poverty. Instead, national urban policy, urban planning and building regulations should re�ect a country’s 
degree of national development and its institutional capacities while keeping costs at affordable levels for all. 
Construction standards should be set more realistically in order to facilitate rather than restrict the creation of 
housing and livelihoods.

Informal settlements

In recent years, Africa as a whole has shown that informal settlements can be reduced effectively as 24 million 
African slum dwellers saw their living conditions improved during the 2000/10 decade. Although, progress has 
been uneven across the continent. Northern Africa collectively managed to reduce from 20 to 13 percent the share 
of slum dwellers in its urban population. However, south of the Sahara the number of slum dwellers decreased by 
only �ve per cent (or 17 million).

Much remains to be done with regard to urban poverty and slum incidence, because slums are one of the 
major threats to African urban stability and, by extension, to overall political stability. One aspect that needs 
more attention is that formal urban markets, by their very operations and rules, prevent access to land by the 
majority of city dwellers all over Africa. As a result, informal markets �ll this exclusion gap and this is where the 
overwhelming majority of African urban land transactions take place nowadays.

Governments should seek the most effective entry points for an overhaul of the often abysmal failures of their 
formal urban land administration systems, with their unresponsive institutions, excessive delays, cumbersome 
land transaction administration and the associated corruption. Stigmatizing informal urban land markets as 
inappropriate, illegal, illegitimate or undesirable negates the realities on the ground.

A second aspect is that slums are largely the outcome of lack of access to urban land and housing �nance. Land 
plots under informal tenure expose those occupying them with eviction, and they cannot be used as collateral 
for bank loans. These two factors do not encourage slum dwellers to improve their homes. This situation must be 
changed to encourage the urban poor to undertake improvements through self-help.

Urban food and water insecurity

Many urban managers deeply underestimate the risks associated with urban food and water insecurity. African 
governments should heed the warning bells of 2008 and seriously consider the potential effects of urban food 
and water shortages. Signi�cant amounts of African land and water resources are purchased or long-term leased 
by foreign governments and foreign food-processing corporations.

Africa is well placed to make strategic, forward-looking decisions on the wise use of its rich water and agricultural 
resources. However, governments must bargain harder for better and more transparent deals, so that foreign 
investment can contribute to Africa’s future food and water security, with bene�ts spread out among local 
communities in terms of additional business, cash payments and employment opportunities.

Climate change

Today’s planning decisions can cause inef�ciencies and ecologically-unfriendly urban con�gurations further 
down the road. Spatial separation of related urban functions is evident among most metropolitan areas and this 
increases transportation needs. Urban mobility must become a key factor in spatial decisions, and improved mass 
transit systems can signi�cantly reduce private vehicle use.

Cities are in a unique position to contribute to global and local climate change adaptation, mitigation and 
protection, and they must take advantage of it. However, forward-looking spatial planning decisions alone 
are not enough. To prevent any policy gaps, it is important to link national, regional and local environmental 
adaptation and mitigation policies through vertical and horizontal cooperation across all tiers of government as 
well as all relevant stakeholders.

STRATEGIES FOR SUSTAINABLE URBANIZATION IN AFRICA

Compact cities

African cities need to move away from rigid planning and urbanization that creates low densities and long 
distances: an unsustainable model that generates socially divided and poorly connected cities.

Initiating legal reforms and enhancing institutional capacities

Following the reform process, existing laws and regulations need to be reviewed, while simpli�ed norms and 
basic principles need to be adopted to guide urban development and facilitate the use of tools and guidelines. 
Partnerships with governments can reduce social con�ict, political instability, bureaucratic procedures and 
corruption, and therefore creates an environment conducive to strong and �exible institutions.

Developing a transformative national urban policy

Countries may wish to consider, depending on their national contexts, to review or develop their National Urban 
Policies. A good National Policy should acknowledge the power of urbanization to propel and guide national 
economic growth and reduce poverty, both in urban and rural areas; promotes a more optimistic perspective 
about the city, confronting the negative perception of urbanization.

Closing the urban divide

There is an urgent need of transforming planning and basic service provision from factors which perpetuate 
urban inequity to instruments for fostering inclusiveness and prosperity. Urban investments, in terms of goals and 
design, have to take into account the needs and interests of all social groups.

Advancing a new pact: learning to do things together

The African cities have manifested a great potential in leveraging national transformation, in harnessing the 
people’s creativity, and in serving as critical nodes in the connection with the global system. Bearing in mind 
that the African future is predominantly urban, the imperative of overcoming the current limitations need to be 
looked into.

Learning to work together

Achieving higher levels of sustainable urban development requires clear policies, simple norms and basic principles, 
and concerted efforts from public, private and social actors and requires that different levels of government learn 
to work together. Effective decentralization demands strong coordination capacities of the central government 
and should lead to dynamic and well-governed cities.

South-South cooperation

Africa can optimize its potential by learning from the experiences of other parts of the world, particularly those 
from the South. Apart from bilateral arrangements, collaboration among ministerial bodies of these regions 
needs to be developed, and UN-Habitat is ready to play a facilitating role in this process.

UN-Habitat remains committed to Africa. With the support from the African Development Bank and other 
development partners, UN-Habitat is keen to strengthen positive collaboration and partnerships with all levels 
of governments, non-governmental organizations, private sector and regional economic communities such as 
the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), the East African Community (EAC), and the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), etc. 
towards eradicating urban poverty and in transforming Africa’s urban development agenda.
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PARTNERS

In Africa, Habitat Agenda Partners (HAP) are a range of organizations, both outside and within the national, 
local and county government  in the quest of sustainable urbanization and human settlements development. 
In an effort to continue working and learning together, UN-Habitat has established a number of thematic 
networks composed of a cross section of HAPs to allow partners to contribute to the design and implementation 
of normative and operational programmes at all levels.

These includes, local authorities, NGOs and CBOs, trade unions, professional bodies, academics and research 
institutions, local communities, parliamentarians, private sector members, foundations, �nancial institutions, 
women and youths.

DONORS

Country Of�ces
Active
Inactive

COUNTRY
Africa Urban Agenda Programme

African Union/UNECA
Angola

Benin
Botswana

Burkina Faso
Burundi

Cabo Verde
Cameroon

Central African Republic
Chad

Comoros
Congo Brazzaville

Congo DR
Cote d'Ivoire

Urban Resilience (DiMSUR)
Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea

Ethiopia
Gabon
Ghana

Great Lakes - Chad/Cameroon
Guinea Bissau

Guinea Conakry
Kenya

Lesotho
Liberia

Madagascar
Malawi 

Mali
Mauritania

Mauritius
Mozambique 

Namibia
Niger

Nigeria
Rwanda

São Tome & Principe
Senegal

Seychelles
Sierra Leone

Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan

Swaziland - Eswatini
Tanzania

The Gambia
Togo

Uganda
Youth/Gender

Zambia
Zimbabwe

COUNTRY OFFICE
Active
Active
Active
Inactive 
Active
Active
Inactive 
Active
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Inactive 
Active
Active
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Inactive 
Active
Inactive 
Active
Active
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Inactive 
Active
Inactive 
Inactive 
Inactive 
Inactive 
Active
Active
Active
Inactive 
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Côte 
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Benin
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Central African 
Republic

Mauritius
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Equatorial 
Guinea 

ACTIVE COUNTRIES IN 2020

• Angola
• Botswana
• Burkina Faso
• Cabo Verde
• Cameroon
• Comoros
• Congo DR
• Cote d’Ivoire
• Ethiopia
• Ghana
• Guinea Bissau
• Guinea Conakry

• Kenya
• Madagascar
• Malawi 
• Mozambique 
• Niger
• Rwanda
• São Tome & Principe
• Somalia
• South Sudan
• Uganda
• Zambia
• Zimbabwe

UNICEF-ANGOLA 
PM of Cape Verde to the United Nations
One UN Fund
DFID 
 MPTF Peace Building Fund II 
United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security 
(UNTFHS)
DROSOS FOUNDATION
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC)
SIDA
Dahir Dah City Administration
Government of Japan
City Government of Addis Ababa
United Nations Development Programme
Booyoung Fund
UNDP MPTF (Multi-Partner Trust Fund)
European Union
Government of Cameroun
University of Ottawa
Government of Kenya
Kisumu County Government
Ericsson
Pamoja Trust
Garissa County Government

European Commission
UNHCR
IOM
UNICEF - Mozambique
Smart Africa Secretariat
Government of Rwanda
European Commission
Embassy of Sweden 
DANIDA
Norway Government
United Nations Peace Building Fund
United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security 
USAID
Government of the Republic of Zambia
UN DESA
Federal Government of Nigeria
Government of Ghana
Government of Republic of Korea 
Niger State Government 
Agència Catalana de Cooperació al Desenvolupa-
ment (ACCD)
Andalusian Agency of International Cooperation 
for Development (AACID)
United Nations Development Account
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COUNTRY
Nigeria

Ethiopia
Congo DR
Tanzania

South Africa
Kenya

Uganda
Angola

Mozambique 
Burkina Faso

Ghana
Madagascar
Cote d'Ivoire

Cameroon
Niger

Malawi 
Mali

Zambia
Zimbabwe

Senegal
Chad

Somalia
Guinea Conakry

South Sudan
Rwanda

Benin
Burundi

Togo
Sierra Leone

Congo Brazzaville
Eritrea
Liberia

Central African Republic
Mauritania

Namibia
Botswana

Lesotho
The Gambia

Gabon
Guinea Bissau

Swaziland - eSwatini
Equatorial Guinea

Mauritius
Djibouti

Comoros
Cabo Verde

São Tome & Principe
Seychelles

TOTAL POPULATION
 196 045 330
 107 345 043
 83 930 200
 59 048 950
 57 359 592
 51 006 685
 44 597 809
 30 780 974
 30 518 389
 29 890 567
 29 442 460
 26 256 142
 24 895 315
 24 666 901
 22 345 683
 19 206 704
 19 088 019
 17 617 648
 16 917 742
 16 291 612
 15 325 883
 15 172 033
 13 066 956
 12 928 898
 12 509 052
 11 488 643
 11 243 877
 7 991 242
 7 711 406
 5 401 196
 5 185 322
 4 848 910
 4 733 302
 4 537 698
 2 589 482
 2 334 764
 2 259 223
 2 162 692
 2 066 864
 1 905 516
 1 391 340
 1 314 675
 1 268 105
  971 122
  831 352
  553 600
  208 827
  95 219

Total Population
(2018)

>100M
100M - 50M
50M - 20M
20M - 10M

<100K
10M - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

Source: UNDESA - United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2018). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 
Revision, Online Edition.

TOTAL POPULATION

% Urban Population
(2018)

>70%
69 - 50%
49 - 40%
39 - 20%
19 - 10%

COUNTRY
Gabon

Djibouti
São Tome & Principe

Equatorial Guinea
Botswana

Congo Brazzaville
South Africa
Cabo Verde

Angola
The Gambia

Seychelles
Cameroon

Ghana
Mauritania

Liberia
Cote d'Ivoire

Nigeria
Namibia

Benin
Senegal
Somalia

Congo DR
Zambia

Guinea Bissau
Mali

Sierra Leone
Togo

Central African Republic
Mauritius

Eritrea
Madagascar

Guinea Conakry
Mozambique 

Tanzania
Zimbabwe

Comoros
Lesotho

Kenya
Swaziland - eSwatini

Uganda
Chad

Ethiopia
South Sudan
Burkina Faso

Rwanda
Malawi 

Niger
Burundi

MEDIAN:

Source: UNDESA
 

% URBAN POPULATION
89.4
77.8
72.8
72.1
69.4
66.9
66.4
65.7
65.5
61.3
56.7
56.4
56.1
53.7
51.2
50.8
50.3
50.0
47.3
47.2
45.0
44.5
43.5
43.4
42.4
42.1
41.7
41.4
40.8
40.1
37.2
36.1
36.0
33.8
32.2
29.0
28.2
27.0
23.8
23.6
23.1
20.8
19.6
19.4
17.2
16.9
16.4
13.0
42.9

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

% URBAN POPULATION 

Source: UNDESA - United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2018). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 
Revision, Online Edition.

UNDESA harmonizes urban indicators globally.
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COUNTRY
Nigeria

South Africa
Congo DR

Ethiopia
Angola

Tanzania
Ghana

Cameroon
Kenya

Cote d'Ivoire
Mozambique 

Uganda
Madagascar

Mali
Senegal
Zambia
Somalia

Burkina Faso
Zimbabwe

Benin
Guinea Conakry

Niger
Congo Brazzaville

Chad
Togo

Sierra Leone
Malawi 

South Sudan
Liberia

Mauritania
Rwanda

Eritrea
Central African Republic

Gabon
Botswana

Burundi
The Gambia

Namibia
Equatorial Guinea

Guinea Bissau
Djibouti
Lesotho

Mauritius
Cabo Verde

Swaziland - eSwatini
Comoros

São Tome & Principe
Seychelles

TOTAL:

Source: UNDESA

URBAN POPULATION
 98 610 801
 38 086 769
 37 348 939
 22 327 769
 20 161 538
 19 958 545
 16 517 220
 13 912 132
 13 771 805
 12 646 820
 10 986 620
 10 525 083
 9 767 285
 8 093 320
 7 689 641
 7 663 677
 6 827 415
 5 798 770
 5 447 513
 5 434 128
 4 717 171
 3 664 692
 3 613 400
 3 540 279
 3 332 348
 3 246 502
 3 245 933
 2 534 064
 2 482 642
 2 436 744
 2 151 557
 2 079 314
 1 959 587
 1 847 776
 1 620 326
 1 461 704
 1 325 730
 1 294 741
  947 881
 1,874,309
  755 533
  637 101
  517 387
  363 715
  331 139
  241 092
  152 026
  53 989
 422 957 157

Urban Population
(2018)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

URBAN POPULATION (2018)

Source: UNDESA - United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2018). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 
Revision, Online Edition.

UNDESA harmonizes urban indicators globally.

COUNTRY
South Africa

Nigeria
DRC

Ethiopia
Ghana

Senegal
Cameroon

Mali
Angola
Kenya

Mozambique
Madagascar

Zimbabwe
Somalia

Tanzania
Zambia

Côte d'Ivoire
Sierra Leone
South Sudan

Guinea
Congo

Central African Republic
Burkina Faso

Uganda
Mauritius

Niger
Liberia

Chad
Benin

Malawi
Eritrea

Namibia
Togo

Gabon
Guinea-Bissau

Rwanda
Burundi

Equatorial Guinea
Gambia

Cabo Verde
Djibouti

Mauritania
Lesotho

Botswana
Comoros

Seychelles
Sao Tome and Principe

Swaziland

  
5755.262
3539.994
2327.079
833.89
769.242
428.444
401.988
398.898
344.543
339.667
336.659
318.517
292.368
288.122
267.063
265.701
262.001
256.369
228.973
207.613
206.199
191.278
164.385
145.449
144.658
124.316
120.623
112.604
111.784
103.56
81.093
65.067
61.172
53.956
53.616
46.208
39.974
34.875
27.856
25.285
24.682
20.49
12.844
11.205
10.526
9.953
8.094
6.006

Urban Population
(1950)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
South Africa

Nigeria
DRC

Ghana
Ethiopia

Côte d'Ivoire
Cameroon

Senegal
Zambia

Kenya
Tanzania

Angola
Madagascar

Zimbabwe
Mali

Mozambique
Somalia
Guinea

Sierra Leone
Uganda

Congo
Central African Republic

Benin
Togo
Chad
Niger

Liberia
Mauritius

Burkina Faso
South Sudan

Malawi
Eritrea
Gabon

Namibia
Mauritania

Rwanda
Guinea-Bissau

Djibouti
Burundi
Lesotho
Gambia

Equatorial Guinea
Botswana

Cabo Verde
Comoros

Swaziland
Sao Tome and Principe

Seychelles
Saint Helena

10919.359
9942.297
4924.023
2489.533
2440.181
1476.401
1325.11
1277.252
1266.841
1158.465
1068.352
1013.531
927.259
898.584
852.497
823.643
781.165
674.21
645.306
629.441
534.042
502.752
486.086
450.18
421.481
396.646
368.651
351.699
323.163
314.909
278.646
229.718
188.838
173.96
167.332
119.936
107.712
98.633
98.327
88.923
87.204
82.618
54.495
52.849
44.607
43.26
21.918
20.458
2.266

Urban Population
(1970)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Nigeria

South Africa
DRC

Ethiopia
Ghana

Côte d'Ivoire
Tanzania

Cameroon
Angola
Kenya

Mozambique
Zambia

Zimbabwe
Senegal

Madagascar
Somalia

Mali
Uganda

Benin
Guinea

Sierra Leone
Congo

Chad
Niger

Burkina Faso
Liberia

Malawi
Togo

Central African Republic
Mauritania

South Sudan
Gabon
Eritrea

Botswana
Mauritius

Djibouti
Rwanda
Namibia
Gambia
Burundi

Guinea-Bissau
Lesotho

Swaziland
Cabo Verde

Equatorial Guinea
Comoros

Sao Tome and Principe
Seychelles

 
28,276.132 
 19,545.369 
 10,603.379 
 6,069.048 
 5,330.699 
 4,826.807 
 4,807.840 
 4,645.941 
 4,520.997 
 3,919.437 
 3,311.912 
 3,163.284 
 2,951.918 
 2,938.830 
 2,733.282 
 2,193.935 
 1,974.293 
 1,931.504 
 1,716.829 
 1,693.072 
 1,433.891 
 1,325.761 
 1,239.707 
 1,231.448 
 1,217.208 
 1,162.324 
 1,090.992 
 1,082.639 
 1,082.570 
 798.307 
 765.828 
 658.385 
 588.576 
 577.801 
 463.526 
 448.449 
 391.898 
 391.253 
 351.250 
 339.609 
 312.082 
 224.016 
 174.011 
 150.839 
 148.306 
 114.709 
 49.713 
 34.796 

Urban Population
(1990)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Nigeria

South Africa
DRC

Ethiopia
Ghana

Côte d'Ivoire
Tanzania

Cameroon
Angola
Kenya

Mozambique
Zambia

Zimbabwe
Senegal

Madagascar
Somalia

Mali
Uganda

Benin
Guinea

Sierra Leone
Congo

Chad
Niger

Burkina Faso
Liberia

Malawi
Togo

Central African Republic
Mauritania

South Sudan
Gabon
Eritrea

Botswana
Mauritius

Djibouti
Rwanda
Namibia
Gambia
Burundi

Guinea-Bissau
Lesotho

Swaziland
Cabo Verde

Equatorial Guinea
Comoros

Sao Tome and Principe
Seychelles

 
28,276.132 
 19,545.369 
 10,603.379 
 6,069.048 
 5,330.699 
 4,826.807 
 4,807.840 
 4,645.941 
 4,520.997 
 3,919.437 
 3,311.912 
 3,163.284 
 2,951.918 
 2,938.830 
 2,733.282 
 2,193.935 
 1,974.293 
 1,931.504 
 1,716.829 
 1,693.072 
 1,433.891 
 1,325.761 
 1,239.707 
 1,231.448 
 1,217.208 
 1,162.324 
 1,090.992 
 1,082.639 
 1,082.570 
 798.307 
 765.828 
 658.385 
 588.576 
 577.801 
 463.526 
 448.449 
 391.898 
 391.253 
 351.250 
 339.609 
 312.082 
 224.016 
 174.011 
 150.839 
 148.306 
 114.709 
 49.713 
 34.796 

Urban Population
(1990)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Nigeria

South Africa
DRC

Ethiopia
Angola

Tanzania
Ghana

Cameroon
Kenya

Côte d'Ivoire
Mozambique
Madagascar

Uganda
Senegal
Zambia

Mali
Somalia

Zimbabwe
Benin

Burkina Faso
Guinea
Congo
Niger
Chad

Sierra Leone
Togo

Malawi
Liberia

South Sudan
Rwanda

Central African Republic
Mauritania

Eritrea
Gabon

Botswana
Gambia
Burundi
Namibia
Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea
Guinea-Bissau

Mauritius
Lesotho

Cabo Verde
Swaziland

Comoros
Sao Tome and Principe

Seychelles

 68,949.83 
 32,094.81 
 25,817.90 
 15,189.14 
 13,970.85 
 12,959.97 
 12,430.78 
 10,296.61 
 9,746.67 
 9,655.96 
 7,709.66 
 6,755.34 
 6,573.77 
 5,653.81 
 5,450.67 
 5,426.93 
 4,738.11 
 4,676.11 
 3,964.27 
 3,844.03 
 3,635.26 
 2,774.83 
 2,664.32 
 2,613.40 
 2,509.61 
 2,440.75 
 2,357.58 
 1,887.73 
 1,797.99 
 1,735.20 
 1,730.65 
 1,681.62 
 1,544.49 
 1,402.92 
 1,257.53 
 941.88 
 932.97 
 904.38 
 655.38 
 627.16 
 624.07 
 518.58 
 506.02 
 310.58 
 270.40 
 192.93 
 113.52 
 48.75 

Urban Population
(2010)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Nigeria

DRC
South Africa

Ethiopia
Tanzania

Angola
Ghana
Kenya

Cameroon
Uganda

Côte d'Ivoire
Mozambique
Madagascar

Mali
Zambia
Senegal
Somalia

Burkina Faso
Benin

Zimbabwe
Guinea

Niger
Chad

Malawi
Congo

Togo
Sierra Leone
South Sudan

Mauritania
Liberia
Eritrea

Rwanda
Central African Republic

Burundi
Gabon

Botswana
Gambia
Namibia

Equatorial Guinea
Guinea-Bissau

Djibouti
Lesotho

Mauritius
Cabo Verde

Swaziland
Comoros

Sao Tome and Principe
Seychelles

 156,299.88 
 62,343.48 
 46,457.07 
 37,495.72 
 35,529.06 
 32,437.13 
 23,640.80 
 22,382.98 
 20,857.11 
 19,914.43 
 18,912.16 
 18,195.30 
 16,101.66 
 13,849.85 
 12,548.52 
 11,777.64 
 11,229.25 
 10,163.07 
 8,460.90 
 7,370.28 
 7,300.27 
 6,542.05 
 5,819.27 
 5,551.12 
 5,290.11 
 5,106.40 
 4,650.68 
 4,163.61 
 3,807.77 
 3,721.87 
 3,210.13 
 3,143.84 
 2,917.64 
 2,780.24 
 2,403.22 
 2,151.35 
 2,055.29 
 1,972.12 
 1,444.72 
 1,208.63 
 905.82 
 886.72 
 538.59 
 449.96 
 442.18 
 345.32 
 214.86 
 60.52 

Urban Population
(2030)

>50M

50M - 10M
9M - 5M
4M - 1M

<100K
900K - 100K

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 



SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA ATLAS
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA

1312  URBAN GROWTH RATE

COUNTRY
Mauritania

Togo
Western Sahara

Comoros
Côte d'Ivoire

United Republic of Tanzania
Zambia
Sudan

Uganda
Ghana
Benin

Nigeria
Réunion

Equatorial Guinea
Guinea

Cameroon
Chad

Angola
Kenya
Libya

Senegal
Liberia
Algeria

Ethiopia
Madagascar

Swaziland
Eritrea

Somalia
Namibia
Rwanda

Sub-Saharan Africa
Zimbabwe

Djibouti
AFRICA
Gabon
Niger

Lesotho
Congo

Guinea-Bissau
Central African Republic

Mauritius
Sierra Leone

Egypt
Morocco
Malawi

Mozambique
Gambia

Mali
Botswana

Cabo Verde
Burundi

Democratic Republic of theCongo
Tunisia

South Africa
Burkina Faso

Seychelles
Sao Tome and Principe

South Sudan

COUNTRY OFFICE
   10.50
   9.56
   8.65
   8.49
   8.34
   7.34
   7.27
   7.25
   7.19
   6.87
   6.76
   6.72
   6.69
   6.69
   5.88
   5.83
   5.77
   5.58
   5.54
   5.47
   5.37
   5.33
   5.31
   5.28
   5.27
   5.13
   5.04
   5.03
   4.98
   4.96
   4.91
   4.77
   4.77
   4.75
   4.69
   4.64
   4.58
   4.56
   4.53
   4.45
   4.42
   4.39
   4.29
   4.27
   4.18
   3.99
   3.95
   3.79
   3.79
   3.68
   3.66
   3.64
   3.54
   3.42
   3.09
   1.42
   1.35
   0.91

Urban Growth Rate
(1950-1955)

<1

>5
5 - 4
4 - 3
3 - 2
2 - 1

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Botswana
Swaziland
Tanzania

Mauritania
Cameroon

Djibouti
Chad

Kenya
Niger

Gabon
Benin

Gambia
Malawi

Rwanda
Angola

Côte d'Ivoire
Lesotho
Zambia

Mozambique
Sudan

Zimbabwe
Seychelles

Liberia
Madagascar

Burundi
Senegal

Congo
Sierra Leone

Central African Republic
Somalia
Guinea

Ethiopia
Nigeria
AFRICA

Mali
Namibia

Togo
Comoros

Eritrea
Uganda

Burkina Faso
DRC

Sao Tome and Principe
Ghana
Algeria

South Africa
Guinea-Bissau

South Sudan
Cabo Verde

Mauritius
Equatorial Guinea

URBAN RATE
   11.77
   10.30
   10.22
   9.81
   8.58
   8.45
   8.24
   8.16
   8.01
   7.82
   7.72
   7.56
   7.48
   7.47
   7.43
   7.33
   6.73
   6.28
   6.22
   6.06
   6.04
   5.97
   5.84
   5.72
   5.49
   5.28
   5.06
   5.04
   4.98
   4.73
   4.67
   4.66
   4.64
   4.44
   4.22
   4.14
   4.10
   4.06
   3.99
   3.83
   3.79
   3.66
   3.52
   3.42
   3.18
   2.88
   2.84
   2.30
   1.98
   1.94
-   2.98

Urban Growth Rate
(1970-1975)

<1

>5
5 - 4
4 - 3
3 - 2
2 - 1

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Rwanda
Angola

Equatorial Guinea
Guinea

Uganda
Sudan

Lesotho
Botswana

Gambia
Mozambique

Ethiopia
DRC

Tanzania
Kenya

Madagascar
Burundi

Benin
Ghana

Namibia
Cabo Verde

Burkina Faso
Guinea-Bissau

Côte d'Ivoire
Mali

Sao Tome and Principe
Gabon

Cameroon
Swaziland

Nigeria
Zimbabwe

Niger
Chad
Togo

Malawi
Congo
Eritrea

Senegal
South Africa

Comoros
Central African Republic

South Sudan
Mauritania

Somalia
Seychelles

Djibouti
Zambia

Mauritius
Sierra Leone

Liberia

COUNTRY OFFICE
   7.95
   6.64
   6.42
   6.30
   6.25
   5.97
   5.75
   5.71
   5.50
   5.37
   5.34
   5.06
   4.94
   4.85
   4.81
   4.72
   4.69
   4.65
   4.64
   4.59
   4.53
   4.50
   4.33
   4.33
   4.25
   4.20
   4.20
   4.15
   4.14
   3.93
   3.88
   3.86
   3.85
   3.72
   3.50
   3.34
   3.29
   3.20
   3.19
   2.85
   2.47
   2.41
   1.97
   1.80
   1.40
   1.39
   1.05
   0.52
-   3.97

Urban Growth Rate
(1990-1995)

<1

>5
5 - 4
4 - 3
3 - 2
2 - 1

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Uganda

Equatorial Guinea
Burundi

Tanzania
Burkina Faso

Mali
Ethiopia

Mauritania
Somalia
Angola

Madagascar
DRC

Namibia
Nigeria

Mozambique
South Sudan

Gambia
Kenya

Zambia
Benin
Togo

Malawi
Senegal

Niger
Gabon

Cameroon
Sao Tome and Principe

Chad
Ghana
Eritrea

Guinea-Bissau
Liberia

Côte d'Ivoire
Congo

Botswana
Sierra Leone

Guinea
Lesotho

Sudan
Comoros
Rwanda

Swaziland
South Africa
Cabo Verde

Djibouti
Zimbabwe
Seychelles

Central African Republic
Mauritius

   5.96
   5.60
   5.56
   5.47
   5.20
   5.05
   4.90
   4.79
   4.77
   4.70
   4.66
   4.64
   4.59
   4.58
   4.46
   4.40
   4.36
   4.36
   4.27
   3.96
   3.95
   3.91
   3.89
   3.87
   3.85
   3.82
   3.79
   3.76
   3.65
   3.63
   3.56
   3.44
   3.37
   3.31
   3.31
   3.27
   3.12
   2.91
   2.82
   2.75
   2.61
   2.56
   2.21
   1.97
   1.82
   1.77
   1.26
   1.13
-   0.09

Urban Growth Rate
(2010-2015)

<1

>5
5 - 4
4 - 3
3 - 2
2 - 1

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

COUNTRY
Niger

Burundi
Uganda
Malawi

Chad
Tanzania

Burkina Faso
South Sudan
Mozambique

Mali
DRC

Somalia
Ethiopia
Zambia

Kenya
Madagascar

Rwanda
Sudan

Guinea
Angola

Benin
Central African Republic

Nigeria
Senegal

Togo
Eritrea

Côte d'Ivoire
Liberia

Gambia
Mauritania
Cameroon
Zimbabwe

Congo
Comoros

Guinea-Bissau
Sierra Leone

Equatorial Guinea
Namibia
Lesotho
Ghana

Sao Tome and Principe
Swaziland

Gabon
Botswana

Cabo Verde
South Africa

Djibouti
Seychelles
Mauritius

   5.43
   4.99
   4.77
   4.70
   4.39
   4.28
   4.23
   4.20
   3.95
   3.92
   3.90
   3.87
   3.86
   3.86
   3.77
   3.65
   3.63
   3.62
   3.61
   3.53
   3.39
   3.38
   3.36
   3.35
   3.30
   3.28
   3.23
   3.22
   3.12
   3.09
   3.05
   3.04
   3.03
   3.00
   2.89
   2.81
   2.78
   2.74
   2.69
   2.59
   2.38
   2.37
   1.85
   1.79
   1.45
   1.32
   1.27
   0.70
   0.56

Urban Growth Rate
(2030-2035)

<1

>5
5 - 4
4 - 3
3 - 2
2 - 1

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia
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South Sudan
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Côte d'Ivoire
Benin

Nigeria
Central African Republic

Togo
Liberia
Eritrea

Cameroon
Comoros

Congo
Guinea-Bissau

Lesotho
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   4.45
   4.04
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   3.45
   3.37
   3.37
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   2.51
   2.50
   2.43
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   2.37
   2.30
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   2.18
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COUNTRY
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Mauritius
MEDIAN:

Source: UNDESA

URBAN GROWTH RATE
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4.32
4.28
4.28
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3.76
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3.63
3.54
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3.41
3.38
3.34
3.33
3.28
3.12
2.87
2.87
2.86
2.83
2.61
2.52
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2.19
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1.97
1.67
1.26
0.11
3.80

Urban Growth Rate
2015 - 2020

>5
5 - 4
4 - 3
3 - 2
2 - 1

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana

Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

URBAN GROWTH RATE (UNDESA 2015-2020)

Source: UNDESA - United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2018). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 
Revision, Online Edition.

UNDESA harmonizes urban indicators globally.
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3,120,282
2,776,168
2,757,729
2,750,547
2,698,652
2,587,183
2,476,400
2,026,469
1,974,647
1,963,264
1,871,242
1,767,200
1,695,047
1,619,438
1,582,102
1,542,813
1,468,609
1,391,433
1,373,770
1,353,189
1,338,082
1,299,369
1,297,281
1,284,609
1,267,440
1,200,000
1,191,613
1,148,665
1,125,058
1,112,449
1,086,505
975,153
967,677
939,524
900,000

Cities Population
(2020)

>7M

4M - 3M
3M - 2M
2M - 1,5M
1,5M - 1,2M

<900M
1,2M - 1M

South 
Africa

Botswana

Zimbabwe

Zambia

Tanzania

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Namibia

Angola
Mozambique

Madagascar

Gabon

Cameroon

Kenya

Somalia

Ethiopia

Eritrea

South Sudan

ChadNigerMali

Mauritania

Cabo Verde

Senegal

Nigeria

The Gambia

Guinea Bissau

Sierra Leone

Liberia

Côte 
D’Ivoire

Burkina 
Faso

Ghana
Benin

Togo

Central African 
Republic

Mauritius

Comoros

Seychelles

Malawi

São Tomé & 
Príncipe

Congo 
Brazaville

Guinea 
Conakry 

Lesotho

Uganda

Rwanda

Burundi

Eswatini 

Djibouti

Equatorial 
Guinea 

Aerial View of Lagos, Nigeria 
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