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1
SUB-NATIONAL URBAN POLICY
A Guide

Local, regional and national governments are 
all key actors in the achievement of the global 
agendas. Their coordination is particularly 
important in ensuring policies are being aligned 
as well as effectively implemented at all levels. 
As the COVID-19 pandemic has made clear at the 
start of the Decade of Action on the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), we cannot overcome 
the challenges of poverty, inequality, climate 
change and conflict alone. Joining efforts towards 
the implementation of the SDGs and New Urban 
Agenda (NUA) has become more urgent than ever. 

The realisation of the SDGs is directly linked 
to the capacity of local, regional and national 
governments to work together. The NUA 
underlines that governments should partner 
with each other to seek new solutions to the 
enormous challenges the world faces today.  Such 
vertical and horizontal cooperation requires clear 
methodologies and coordination mechanisms.

The capacity of sub-national governments needs 
to be strengthened to allow them to fulfil their 
important commitments to the global agendas. 
This means not only supporting them with 
targeted programmes or trainings, but also with 
designing appropriate organisational systems and 
procedures and clarification of competences that 
support effective decision making, policy design 
and implementation, at all levels.  

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif
Under-Secretary-General and 

Executive Director of UN-Habitat

FOREWORD

It is in this context that UN-Habitat and United 
Cities and Local Governments launch this 
publication - ‘Sub-national Urban Policy: A Guide’. 
The Guide provides a clear explanation on what 
sub-national urban policies consist of, why they 
are important, and how they contribute towards 
achieving the global agendas. The Guide draws 
from a range of global examples and issues such 
as local public service provision, housing, mobility, 
water and sanitation and climate change, among 
others.  Moreover, the Guide provides a practical 
set of methodologies, tools and the necessary 
steps necessary to realize a sub-national urban 
policy, from its feasibility and formulation phases 
to implementation, monitoring and evaluation. 

UN-Habitat and UCLG have been championing 
the localization of the global agendas, in 
particular the SDGs. This Guide is an important 
milestone and achievement of our partnership. 
We are convinced that it will be of interest to local, 
regional, and national policy makers, as well as 
relevant stakeholders committed to designing 
and implementing effective urban policies for a 
sustainable future.

Ms. Emilia Saiz
Secretary General, UCLG
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