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FOREWORD
/

The International Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning, approved by the UN-Habitat
Governing Council in Resolution 25/6 of 23 April 2015, were developed to provide a global
reference framework for planning that enables actions across different levels and sectors, with
the participation of a variety of stakeholders who have a role in shaping both the built and natural
environment.

In addition to supporting member States and partners to adopt and use the Guidelines, the
Governing Council resolution 26/8 of 2017 encouraged UN-Habitat, “to help member states, at
their request and within mandated activities, to develop and review their national urban policies,
including the content and process of urban and territorial planning, considering the principles
of the International Guidelines on Urban and Territorial Planning, as well as developing new
innovative tools in collaboration with local authorities and other relevant actors.”

The global survey on Urban and Territorial Planning helps to track the implementation of the
Guidelines by Member States and partner organizations. We wish to acknowledge the support
of country focal points and the participating professionals throughout the monitoring process.
We are also grateful for the case studies that were shared by our partners which illustrate their
efforts to localise the Guidelines.

As we approach the fifth year of implementing the International Guidelines on Urban and
Territorial Planning, we look back at the milestones that we have achieved. The need for urban and
territorial planning cannot be over-emphasized. Urbanisation is progressing rapidly, particularly
in developing countries and by the year 2050, it is estimated that seven out of ten people globally
will be living in cities. At first glance, it may seem as though urbanisation presents multiple

and daunting challenges for ensuring the well-being of citizens and achieving balance with the




surrounding natural environment. However, the last few years have equally demonstrated the
key role of urbanization in the economic and social progress of countries. The IG-UTP have
provided guidance and inspiration to action in several countries and have informed innovation
in diverse fields, including promoting the integration of health in urban and territorial planning
and supporting self-assessment of planning systems.

The Report "Implementing the IG-UTP 2018-2020" identifies the key findings and outcomes and
reflects upon lessons learned in the second biennium of implementation of the Guidelines. At
the advent of the Decade of Action, it also looks forward to the next steps in the collective work of
reforming planning systems and equipping member states, local government and stakeholders
with tools and guidance for Urban and Territorial Planning that advances the realisation of the
Sustainable Development Goals and the implementation of the New Urban Agenda.

Maimunah Mohd Sharif

United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director, UN-HABITAT
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