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FOREWORD

Located on the ring of fire, Indonesia is prone to natural hazards, such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
floods, landslides, drought, forest fires, and tsunamis. This vulnerability to natural events has an adverse impact 
especially on the continuation of sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services for the affected populations, 
including those that prevent and address gender-based violence (GBV).

During disasters, evidence shows women and girls often face increased vulnerabilities. They may be forced to give 
birth in an unsafe environment with limited assistance. The rights of women and girls are often compromised, 
and gender inequality is exacerbated during crises. These situations put them at high risk of death and disability.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in early 2020, these vulnerabilities have been amplified. Restrictions of 
movement have put many people out of work. The #StayAtHome instructions have forced women and girls to 
live with heightened risks of getting domestic violence and other forms of GBV. Fears of infection and lack of 
information have hampered their access to essential services, including SRH services.

UNFPA Indonesia, with support from the Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT 
Australia) and Global Affairs Canada (GAC), have worked to ensure the continuation of integrated SRH Services 
as well as prevention and management of GBV during COVID-19 pandemic. Part of the United Nations (UN) 
Multi Sector Response Plans (MSRP) in June 2020-July 2021, through multiple initiatives with the Government 
of Indonesia and civil society partners, we reached more than 5,000 people nationwide, including community 
members and service providers.

We would like to thank the Ministry of Health and the Reproductive Health sub-cluster for quickly responding 
to disasters that occurred throughout 2020-2021; doctorSHARE, Indonesian Midwives Association (IBI), 
Yayasan Pulih, Yayasan Kerti Praja, and the Center of Integrated Services for the Empowerment of Women and 
Children (P2TP2A)/Ministry of Women’s Empowerment and Child Protection (KPPPA) for providing personal 
protective equipment (PPE) to midwives; Women Crisis Centers, GBV service providers, doctorSHARE and IBI 
for distributing maternity kits to pregnant women; Knowledge Hub of Reproductive Health for Indonesia/
University of Indonesia’s Public Health Faculty (FKM UI) for facilitating training for midwives; Yayasan Pulih and 
Yayasan Kerti Praja for their continuous and dedicated effort in facilitating mental health and psychosocial 
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support (MHPSS) & GBV capacity development for GBV and health service providers; and the National Population 
and Family Planning Board BKKBN and Fatayat Nadhlatul Ulama (NU) for reaching thousands of people with 
messages on SRH, family planning, and gender equality from a religious perspective.

We are pleased to share our work, achievements, insights, and recommendations from our collective SRH/
GBV Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic from June 2020 until June 2021. We hope the lessons learned, good 
practices, and recommendations compiled in this document can inform improvements and planning for future 
programmes.

Let us continue to work together to make sure that women and girls are protected from violence and 
discrimination, and that they are able to access information and services in times of crises. Sexual and 
reproductive health services are essential and life saving. By prioritizing the needs of women and girls, we make 
sure that no one is left behind.

Jakarta, 15 October 2021

Anjali Sen 
UNFPA Indonesia Representative
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