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Foreword

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is pleased to issue this compi-
lation of the official outcomes of the ten-year review of the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), which was held in
Cairo, Egypt, in 1994. This collection of declarations, resolutions and agree-
ments, adopted by regional and global inter-governmental bodies during
2002-2004, serves as a mid-point appraisal and a record of progress toward
achieving the goals of the twenty-year ICPD Programme of Action and the
ICPD+ 5 Key Actions for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development.

At the global level, the 37th Session of the United Nations Commission on
Population and Development, held in 2004, undertook a comprehensive
review of progress in the last ten years on all aspects of the ICPD
Programme of Action. This meeting built on the previous annual sessions
of the Commission, held since 1994, which reviewed the implementation of
specific chapters of the ICPD Programme of Action. The Commission’s 2004
review culminated with the formal reaffirmation of the ICPD Programme
of Action and Key Actions, and a reiteration that Governments in every
region should continue to commit themselves, at the highest political level,
to achieving the ICPD goals and objectives.

At the regional level, the reviews conducted by the United Nations Regional
Commissions for Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America and
the Caribbean, and Western Asia emphasized full ownership of the ICPD
Programme of Action by constituent countries. From Bangkok to Beirut,
from Dakar to Geneva, and from Port of Spain to Santiago, Governments
around the world re-affirmed their strong commitment to full implemen-
tation of the ICPD Programme of Action and the ICPD+5 Key Actions. These
reviews underscored that the ICPD goals remain relevant, and that while
much progress has been made in advancing them, this progress was not
uniform across regions or across all substantive areas.

Overall, the outcomes of the ICPD at Ten global and regional reviews
demonstrated that countries have made significant progress in adopting and
implementing a reproductive health approach; in strengthening efforts to
improve gender equality, equity and the empowerment of women; in
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addressing adolescent reproductive health; in forging new partnerships
with civil society and the private sector; and in promoting the integration
of population dynamics and trends into development planning and policy-
making. However, the outcomes also show that major challenges to the full
implementation of the Cairo agenda remain, including addressing
HIV/AIDS more effectively, incorporating culturally sensitive approaches
into programming and strengthening data collection and analysis systems.

Among the main policy findings and conclusions that emerged from the
ICPD at Ten review, three deserve to be highlighted. First is the firm reaf-
firmation across the globe of the ICPD Programme of Action and the Key
Actions. Second is the universal recognition that the effective implementa-
tion of the Programme of Action requires a commitment of increased finan-
cial resources. And third is the acknowledgement that full implementation
of the Cairo agenda is essential to the attainment of Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), and that this link must be stressed at the five-
year review of the Millennium Declaration.

A highlight of the ICPD at Ten review process was the United Nations General
Assembly Commemoration of the Tenth Anniversary of the ICPD, which took
place on 14 October 2004. At this special session, Member States were able to
make statements marking the anniversary. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those who participated in this event, and in the ICPD at
Ten review as a whole. I would like to acknowledge in particular the
Governments of Australia, Canada, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom for their financial support of the ICPD at Ten review process. We are
also grateful to the many Member States, the United Nations Regional
Commissions and Commission on Population and Development,
Parliamentarian and civil society groups, other partners, and UNFPA staff,
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