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This report is based on a master set of data that has been compiled by an Inter-Agency and
Expert Group on MDG Indicators led by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
of the United Nations Secretariat, in response to the wishes of the General Assembly for
periodic assessment of progress towards the MDGs. The Group comprises representatives
of the international organizations whose activities include the preparation of one or more
of the series of statistical indicators that were identified as appropriate for monitoring
progress towards the MDGs, as reflected in the list below. A number of national
statisticians and outside expert advisers also contributed.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

THE WORLD BANK

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA

JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON HIV/AIDS

UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT FUND FOR WOMEN

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION
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Foreword

THE ADOPTION OF THE Millennium Development
Goals, drawn from the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, was a seminal event in the history of the
United Nations. It constituted an unprecedented
promise by world leaders to address, as a single pack-
age, peace, security, development, human rights and
fundamental freedoms. As I said in my March 2005
report entitled “In larger freedom: towards develop-
ment, security and human rights for all”, to which
the present report is a complement: “We will not
enjoy development without security, we will not
enjoy security without development, and we will not
enjoy either without respect for human rights. Unless
all these causes are advanced, none will succeed.”

The eight Millennium Development Goals range
from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread
of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary educa-
tion — all by the target date of 2015. They form a
blueprint agreed by all the world’s countries and all the
world’s leading development institutions — a set of
simple but powerful objectives that every man and
woman in the street, from New York to Nairobi to New
Delhi, can easily support and understand. Since their
adoption, the Goals have galvanized unprecedented
efforts to meet the needs of the world’s poorest.

Why are the Millennium Development Goals so
different? There are four reasons.

First, the Millennium Development Goals are
people-centred, time-bound and measurable.

Second, they are based on a global partnership,
stressing the responsibilities of developing countries
for getting their own house in order, and of devel-
oped countries for supporting those efforts.

Third, they have unprecedented political support,
embraced at the highest levels by developed and
developing countries, civil society and major develop-
ment institutions alike.

Fourth, they are achievable.

The year 2005 is crucial in our work to achieve
the Goals. In September — 5 years after they adopted
the Millennium Declaration and 10 years before the

Goals fall due — world leaders will meet at the
United Nations in New York to assess how far their
pledges have been fulfilled, and to decide on what
further steps are needed. In many ways, the task this
year will be much tougher than it was in 2000.
Instead of setting targets, this time leaders must
decide how to achieve them.

THIS PROGRESS REPORT IS the most comprehen-
sive accounting to date on how far we have come,
and how far we have to go, in each of the world’s
regions. It reflects a collaborative effort among a large
number of agencies and organizations within and
outside the United Nations system. All have provided
the most up-to-date data possible in their areas of
responsibility, helping thereby to achieve clarity and
consistency in the report.

Above all, the report shows us how much progress
has been made in some areas, and how large an effort
is needed to meet the Millennium Development Goals
in others. If current trends persist, there is a risk that
many of the poorest countries will not be able to
meet many of them. Considering how far we have
come, such a failure would mark a tragically missed
opportunity. This report shows that we have the
means at hand to ensure that nearly every country
can make good on the promises of the Goals. Our
challenge is to deploy those means.

As Isaid in my March report: “Let us be clear
about the costs of missing this opportunity: millions
of lives that could have been saved will be lost; many
freedoms that could have been secured will be
denied; and we shall inhabit a more dangerous
and unstable world.”

I commend this report as a key resource in prepar-
ing for the September summit, which must be a time
of decision. The analysis and information contained
here can help citizens, civic organizations,
Governments, parliaments and international bodies
to play their respective roles in making the
Millennium Development Goals a reality.

- -

KOFI A. ANNAN
Secretary-General
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Goal 1

Eradicate . o
Asia leads the way in reducing poverty rates

TARGET
Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people
whose income is less than $1a day

eXtreme Proportion of people living on less than $1a day, 1990 and 2001 (Percentage)

Sub-Saharan Africa
44.6

poverty
& hunger

Southern Asia

39.4
| 209]
Eastern Asia
33.0
T
South-Eastern Asia & Oceania
19.6
Extreme poverty remains a daily reality for
more than 1 billion people who subsist on less  Latin America & the Caribbean
than $1 a day. Hunger' and malnutrition are 13 1990
almost equally pervasive: more than 800 mil- -m. 2001
lion people have too little to eat to meet their ~ ¢!> Countries
. . 0.4 2015 target
daily energy needs. For young children, the R
lack of fO(?d can be perilous since it retards North Africa & Western Asia
their physical and mental development and 22
threatens their very survival. More than a (1 pX]
quarter of children under age S in deveIOPing Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe
countries are malnourished. 0.2
. . . M 20
Overcoming poverty and hunger is possible. . .
. . : . Developing regions
In Asia, reductions in poverty were dramatic. p—
The number of people living on less than $1 | 23
a day dropped by nearly a quarter of a billion | : : : : |
from 1990 to 2001 — a period of rapid eco- o 10 20 30 0 50

nomic growth. In more than 30 countries,
hunger was reduced by at least 25 per cent
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