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This donors visit was organized under the framework of the Fifth Annual Consultation of the UNFPA-UNICEF
Joint Programme on Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting, held in Senegal on 11-15 June 2012. The consultation
involved the 15 countries participating in the programme: Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, the
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda.

Special thanks to the Tostan team for organizing this excellent field trip, to the communities of Sinthiou Dambé,
Gamadji Saré, as well as the Richard Toll and Ndioum clinics and the government representatives for their
warm welcome. Our appreciation is also extended to UNICEF and UNFPA country offices for their excellent
work. Sabine Panet’s evocative text and photos and Mari Nakano's graphic design brought this piece to life.

The views and opinions contained in this report are the sole responsibility of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of UNFPA or UNICEF.
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In Senegal, the movement to end female genital mutilation/cutting is
reaching the most remote places. On the sandy roads of the Fouta region
and along the river, the information circulates, inspiring people in dozens
of villages to rise up in support of women's and girls’ health. The following
photo essay documents a site visit by members of the steering committee
of the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on Female Genital Mutilation/
Cutting, which is supporting communities in abandoning the practice.






IN MAGIC COUNTRY

We are in magic country. The elements exude their power: sand

the colour of chalk, the water of the river, the fire of the sky. Some-
times, the whistling winds make the scorpions sing. The night has

never had as many stars as it does here, nor the sun as many rays.
All along the scorched banks of the Senegal River, the shadows
evaporate in the heat. It is still a few weeks before the first rains;
patience is one of the great virtues of the inhabitants of the Fouta.
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