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In Senegal, the movement to end female genital mutilation/cutting is  
reaching the most remote places. On the sandy roads of the Fouta region 
and along the river, the information circulates, inspiring people in dozens 
of villages to rise up in support of women’s and girls’ health. The following 
photo essay documents a site visit by members of the steering committee  
of the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on Female Genital Mutilation/ 
Cutting, which is supporting communities in abandoning the practice.





In magic country 

We are in magic country. The elements exude their power: sand 
the colour of chalk, the water of the river, the fire of the sky. Some-
times, the whistling winds make the scorpions sing. The night has 
never had as many stars as it does here, nor the sun as many rays. 
All along the scorched banks of the Senegal River, the shadows 
evaporate in the heat. It is still a few weeks before the first rains; 
patience is one of the great virtues of the inhabitants of the Fouta.  



Today though, in the suffocating heat of Sinthiou Dambé, an  
unusual excitement permeates the air. Since this morning, water,  
oil and butter sizzle in the pots. In the shade of the compounds, 
all are cloaked in their most beautiful boubous and wearing 
their polished babouches, or slippers. The girls, as dignified  
Halpulaar’en  (speakers of Pulaar), are made up, hair braided,  
adorned with traditional jewelry. Blue is everywhere: in the indigo  

of their skirts, in the sparkling river, in the attentive reflection in 
their eyes. They settle underneath the mango tree, where the 
heart of Sinthiou beats. They stare seriously and strive not to 
laugh. It is a question of dignity. They have something of utmost 
importance to tell the visitors that the village awaits. Then we 
glimpse, far down the path, the oncoming procession.  

Indigo ref lections
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