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Preface

With the target date of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) rapidly approaching, the international
community is engaging in an intensive debate on what should be the nature of a new development agenda and
how it should differ from the previous MDG approach. For the new development agenda to benefit from broad-
based support, it will need to be developed through an inclusive process involving all stakeholders. In accordance,
the United Nations Secretary-General has called for an inclusive and open discussion on what the priorities for
a new post-2015 development agenda should be. The United Nations Development Group (UNDG) was charged
with coordinating national and regional consultations on the post-2015 development agenda, as well as global
consultations on eleven themes of particular importance for this agenda. These consultations complement other
discussions taking place at the national, regional and international levels. This report summarizes the outcome of
the global thematic consultation on population dynamics.

The consultation benefited from the generous financial support of the Government of Switzerland and the Hewlett
Foundation, and was co-led by the Governments of Bangladesh and Switzerland. On behalf of the international
agencies, the consultation was led by UNFPA, UNDESA, UN-HABITAT and IOM in collaboration with UNDP, UNAIDS,
UN Women, OHCHR, ILO, FAO and WFP. The global consultation was conducted online, as well as through a series
of face-to-face consultations. These included: a consultation with the academic community held in November 2012
in New York, with the private sector in January 2013 in New York, with civil society in February 2013 in Geneva,
and with member states in March 2013 in Dhaka. The consultations were complemented by a briefing for and
discussion with the delegations of member States based in New York in January 2013, and with delegations of
member states based in Geneva in February 2013.

The inclusive process of the consultation on population dynamics resulted in an authoritative position on how
population dynamics affect the major development challenges of the 21st century, and on how population
dynamics are best integrated and addressed in the post-2015 development agenda. Changes in the size, age and
location of populations have important implications for the attainment of many development objectives, and all
aspects of population dynamics will need to be considered in the formulation of development goals, targets and
indicators, as well as strategies, policies and programmes.

The eradication of poverty and the assurance of environmental sustainability are today’s greatest challenges and
are intrinsically linked to population dynamics. Addressing them is a global responsibility. Let 2015 be the year
when the international community takes concrete measures to bring these ambitions into balance and promotes
sustained and sustainable development for the benefit of current and future generations.m
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