
1

Sexual and Reproductive Health

C
h

ap
te

r 
I

South-South Cooperation on Sexual and R
eproductive H

ealth
South-South in A

ction

South-South and Triangular Cooperation in Action
Sexual and Reproductive Health



South-South Cooperation in Action:  Sexual and Reproductive Health

Editor-in-Chief
Ramiz Alakbarov, Director, UNFPA Policy and Strategy Division

Writing and Editorial Team
Lin Yanming, Chief, Inter-Country Cooperation Office
Bobby Olarte, Senior Advisor, Inter-Country Cooperation
Arasu Jambukeswaran, Programme Specialist, Inter-Country Cooperation
Rene Desiderio, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of International Humanitarian Affairs, Fordham University 
Michael Stewart, Knowledge and Programmes Analyst, UNOSSC
Linnea van Wagenen, Special Assistant to the Envoy, UNOSSC
Nawra Mehrin, Policy Analyst, UNOSSC

Good Practices Contributors
(UNFPA Regional and Country Offices and contributing partner-agencies)

Caspar Peek and Elena Kasko (Belarus CO); Doina Bologa and Zeljko Blagojevic (COs in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia); Jaime Nadal Roig, Vinícius Monteiro  and Ana Claudia Pereira (Brazil CO); Edwige Adekambi Domingo, 
Adam Mbodou, Roger Laly and Judicael ELIDJE (Chad CO); Babatunde Ahonsi and Guoping Jia (China CO); Argentina Matavel and Bile 
Kouamé (Côte d’Ivoire CO); Alanna Armitage, Tamar Khomasuridze, Nigina Abaszade and Andrey Poshtaruk (Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia Regional Office); Anina Chileva, PETRI, Bulgaria; Niyi Ojuolape, Erika Goldson and M. Bawa Amadu (Ghana CO); Jennifer Butler and 
Sanjay Kumar (India CO); Annette Sachs Robertson and Samidjo (Indonesia CO); Constant-Serge Bounda, Hajamamy Rakotoarisoa and 
Edith Boni-Ouattara (COs in Madagascar and in Mauritius); Geeta Daby, MIH, Mauritius; Janet Jackson, Daniel Msonda and Mercedita E. 
Tia (Myanmar CO); Eugene Kongnyuy (Nigeria CO), Marie Anne Luron (Technical Division), Sanjo Faniran, PPD Focal Point, Nigeria; Klaus 
Beck and Vicente Jurlano (Philippine CO); Beatrice Mutali, Lebogang Schultz, Tlangelani Shilubane (South Africa CO); Lina Mousa and 
Yousra Abdelgabbar (Sudan CO); Massimo Diana, Omar Ballan, Hala al-Khair, Aya Rifai (COs in the Syrian Arab Republic and in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran); Marcela Suazo, Duangkamol Ponchamni, Karma Tshering and Siriphone Sakulku (COs in Thailand, Bhutan and Laos); 
Giulia Vallese, Bayramgul Garabayeva and Kemal Goshliyev (Turkmenistan CO); Azza Karam (UNFPA PSD)

Reviewers (Members of the UNFPA SSC Good Practices Global Selection Panel)
Ramiz Alakbarov (SSC good practice competition oversight), Lin Yanming (panel chair), Bobby Olarte (coordinator), Arasu 
Jambukeswaran, Rene Desiderio (Fordham University), Jozef Maerien, Ziyad Qamar, Marta Diavolova, Louise Dann, Jocelyn Fenard, 
Sherin Saadallah, Andrea Luciani, Linda Lisa Kalenga, Ashkan Alavi, Sylvia Wong, Martha Santos (UNICEF), and Shams Banihani (UNOSSC).

Contacts:
For inquiries about the publication:  icco.office@unfpa.org
For inquiries about an specific practice:  Please check the contact person indicated in the practice write-up.

Copyright © United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation and United Nations Population Fund 2018
All rights reserved

United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation
United Nations Development Programme
304 East 45th Street, FF 12th Floor
New York, NY, 10017 USA

United Nations Population Fund
605 Third Ave
New York, NY 10158 USA

The views expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent those of the United Nations, 
including UNDP, UNOSSC and UNFPA, or United Nations Member States. The designations employed and the presentation of materials 
on maps do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations, UNDP, UNOSSC or 
UNFPA concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries.

Cover image:  Raymond Lintag, Mindanao, Philippines

Designed by YAT Communication

www.unsouthsouth.org
@UNOSSC

facebook.com/UNOSSC

www.unfpa.org 
@UNFPA

facebook.com/UNFPA





2

07

11 Chapter II :
UNFPA Good Practices in South-South and Triangular Cooperation
Family Planning  12
Cross-Cultural Partnerships with Muslim Religious Leaders
for Family Planning - Indonesia and 20 Countries in Asia and Africa 12
Cooperation in Family Planning and Women’s Role
in a Muslim Setting - Philippines and Indonesia 15

Promotion of Family Planning by Muslim Religious Leaders - Chad 18
Enhancing the Monitoring of Reproductive Health Supplies - Nigeria and 
Partners in Population and Development 20

Maternal and Child Health 22
Reducing Maternal Mortality and Making Motherhood Safer - Thailand, 
Bhutan and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 22
Improving the Effectiveness of Maternal Health Care - Turkmenistan and 
the Republic of Moldova 24

Integrated Population and Health Information Platform - Ghana and China 27

Regional Training Centre of Excellence - Mauritius, Madagascar and 
other African Countries 29

Towards Better Maternal Health Outcomes: Making Pregnancy Safer
- Romania and Other Countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 31

Midwifery 33
Upgrading Midwifery Education Programme and Services - Sudan and Morocco 33

Obstetric Fistula 35
Increasing the Success Rate of Complex Fistula Repair - Côte d’Ivoire and Mali 35

HIV and AIDS 37
Integrated Sexual and Reproductive Health and HIV Services - South Africa 
and Botswana 37

Chapter I :
South-South and Triangular Cooperation in UNFPA

 Table of Contents



3

C
h

ap
te

r 
I

Chapter III : 
The Way Forward

Index  

65

72

HIV Prevention among Truck Drivers - Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova 39

SRH in Humanitarian Settings 41
Strengthening Reproductive Health in Humanitarian Settings - Syrian Arab Republic
and the Islamic Republic of Iran 41

SSC for Gender Equality 43
Coordinated Multi-Sectoral Response to Gender-Based Violence - Romania and 
Eastern Europe and Central Asian Countries 43

Promoting Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women - Brazil and Mozambique  46

Involving Men in the Promotion of Reproductive Health through Schools for Husbands
- Niger and other African Countries 48

SSC for Youth Empowerment 50
Empowering and Building the Capacity of Young People - Bulgaria, Jordan and 
Other Eastern European and Central Asian Countries 50

SSC on Population and Development: Population Data 53
Electronic Data Collection Technology in Population and Housing Census - Brazil, 
Senegal and Cabo Verde  53

Strengthening Capacity in Population and Housing Census - India in cooperation
with other Asian countries 55

Rebuilding the Planning and Statistical Capacity - Myanmar and partner countries 57 

Building Capacity in Population Projection - China and partner countries in Africa 59

Strengthening Population and Demographic Capacity  - Belarus and the Russian Federation 61

Population Ageing 63
Healthy Ageing: Meeting the Needs and Tapping the Contributions of Older Persons
- Bosnia and Herzegovina and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 63



Foreword 
Development (ICPD) underscored that South-
South cooperation is an important instrument 
of development by harnessing technical 
cooperation to improve programming 
and by mobilsing resources.  In response, 
UNFPA’s Strategic Plan 2018-2021 elevated 
partnerships and coordination, including 
South-South and triangular cooperation, as 
a cross-cutting programming modality that 
will strengthen the other modalities such as 
advocacy and policy dialogue/advice, capacity 
development, knowledge sharing and service 
delivery. Programmatically, this is to tap into 
the increasing interest of programme countries 
to provide support to other countries. From 
a management perspective, this approach 
enables the organisation to have a clearer 
view of its return-on-investments in South-
South and triangular cooperation, as both 
expenditures and results are firmly linked to 
the programming modalities.  

As a United Nations agency working in more 
than 150 countries and with a global network 
of country and regional offices, UNFPA is well-
positioned to locate where the best technical 
knowledge exists and to broker national 
agencies and other stakeholders that are willing 
and ready to share with and learn from each 
other. The agency’s close collaboration with 
UNOSSC will ensure that the United Nations’ 
role as a convener of expertise is exercised 
in the most effective and efficient manner, 
aligned with the best practices in the United 
Nations system. This collaboration ensures 

UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and 
reproductive health agency, and the United 
Nations Office for South-South Cooperation 
(UNOSSC) are pleased to jointly present 
this edition of South-South in Action (SSiA). 
Launched in 2016, these reports are intended 
to be a platform where South-South and 
triangular cooperation partners can present 
and share their successful development 
solutions.

This edition highlights a sample of UNFPA’s 
good practices of actual SSC partnerships 
in the areas of its mandate.  This set of 24 
documented cases features practices in 
sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and 
reproductive rights, gender equality, youth 
empowerment, and population data for 
development, which include family planning, 
maternal and child health, midwifery, obstetric 
fistula, HIV and AIDS, SRH in humanitarian 
settings, population data and population 
ageing. Through publishing them, we are not 
only celebrating the successes of UNFPA and 
its partners in promoting South-South and 
triangular cooperation but, more importantly, 
also providing information of who is doing 
what and where, thus helping to facilitate 
more partnerships.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
identifies partnerships, including South-South 
and triangular cooperation, as a cross-cutting 
goal that supports the implementation of all the 
other Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Similarly, the Programme of Action of the 
International Conference on Population and 



that Member States are given the best possible 
strategic advice on South-South and triangular 
cooperation at the policy, programmatic and 
technical levels.  

This joint publication serves as an illustration 
of successful South-South and triangular 
practices not only across thematic areas, but 
also through the wide range of means and 
arrangements that is the hallmark of these 
cooperation modalities. It clearly identifies 
success factors that drive partnerships while 
also identifying lessons learned that may be 
useful for effective replication. 

While this is only a sampling of UNFPA’s South-
South and triangular activities, we hope that 
this will motivate interested parties to seek 
potential partners and inspire more exchanges 
of successful solutions. In the lead up to the 
Second High-Level United Nations Conference 
on South-South Cooperation in March 2019 to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the adoption of 
the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA+40), we 
hope that this publication contributes to the 
discussions around a common understanding 
of the type of South-South and triangular 
partnerships that work, in what conditions and 
contexts, their drivers, and the challenges that 
remain as we work to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Natalia Kanem
Executive Director, UNFPA and Under-Secretary-

General  of the United Nations

Jorge Chediek
Envoy of the Secretary-General on South-South 

Cooperation
Director of the United Nations Office for South-South 

Cooperation
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