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UNFPA Supplies also provides
strategic support to other
countries in response

to humanitarian crises,

to support Family Planning
2020 commitments, and

to implement the UNFPA
Family Planning Strategy.
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This report of UNFPA Supplies’ progress in 2018 has two sections: Part | - a narrative
overview of key highlights of UNFPA Supplies work in 2018. Select examples from countries
in this section are used to illustrate the programme’s support.

Part Il is a detailed report of progress against the UNFPA Supplies Monitoring and Evaluation
Framework, including a scorecard for at-a-glance information, and a detailed financial report.
This report can be accessed online from: https://www.unfpa.org/unfpa-supplies-annual-
report-2018

Cover photo: Abaynesh Ayenew has chosen injectable DMPA as her method of family planning -
provided to her by Semira Umer, a Health Extension Worker at Tebabari Health Post. In Ethiopia,
UNFPA is working to expand both access to family planning and the variety of contraceptives
available. About one third of the reproductive health commodities and life-saving maternal health
medicines required by Ethiopia are being provided through the UNFPA Supplies programme.
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Right photo:

Young people enjoy the beach on a Saturday evening in Monrovia, Liberia.

In Liberia, UNFPA is supporting activities to increase use access to adolescent and youth-friendly
family planning services through market booths and integrated health facilities; as well as
supporting youth volunteers to monitor & report on stock status at health facilities and ensure
follow-up on last-mile delivery. © Noor/Bénédicte Kurzen for UNFPA
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MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DR. NATALIA KANEM
UNFPA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Just a little over a decade remains before the 2030
date that the world's nations have set to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals, and those aspirations
are predicated in great part upon the realization of
sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights ] /r'!
and choices for all. '

Every woman has the right to decide whether, with whom, when or how often to have
children. That right applies no matter where she lives or how much she earns, and across
all cultural, ethnic and legal boundaries.

Twenty-five years ago, at the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD), the world made a bold promise to realize that right.

Governments, activists, civil society, and organizations such as UNFPA agreed that every
pregnancy should be intended, that every woman and girl has the right to make decisions
over her own body, and that no woman should die giving birth because she lacks quality
maternal health care.

Today we can celebrate the many gains made since 1994. Around the world, more women
and girls than ever before are able to realize their right to choose. Yet despite significant
progress, 232 million women and girls who want to delay or prevent pregnancy still cannot
do so. They are left behind because they are poor or live in rural areas or indigenous
communities. Or because they are racial minorities or have a disability.

For many women and girls, the lack of reproductive health care compounds existing sources
of marginalization. From pursuing an education to finding decent work and participating in
community life, they have fewer chances to thrive.

The Cairo conference did not make exceptions. Nor should we today. Shortfalls in rights
and choices constrain individual lives as well as the hopes of the world to move towards
sustainable development, the only viable path to a future of well-being for all people
and our planet.



Everything that UNFPA does is underpinned by the ICPD agenda and oriented towards our
three transformative goals: zero unmet need for family planning; zero preventable maternal
deaths; and zero gender-based violence and harmful practices.

Our flagship UNFPA Supplies programme plays an integral part in achieving these goals.
As the world's largest programme for contraceptive procurement, it is a leading supporter
of health-care systems and supply chains in delivering essential reproductive health
commodities to women, girls and communities.

This annual report outlines the many ways that UNFPA Supplies helps countries get to zero.
It also recognizes that the programme must evolve to meet the challenges that lie ahead.
That's why we are developing a new governance model, whereby a larger advisory Steering
Committee will shift to a smaller group vested with the power to guide strategic decision-
making. In key areas such as strategy, finance, and human resources, it will act in tandem
with specialized subcommittees.

Together, they will steer UNFPA Supplies to become more agile and responsive, more
equipped to deliver on its mission, and more accountable to the people it serves and the
partners who entrust it with valuable resources. The programme will operate with clearer
lines of authority and a better balance between oversight and autonomy.

This change coincides with the Nairobi Summit on ICPD25 to be co-convened by Kenya,
Denmark and UNFPA in November 2019. Armed with commitments, the international
community will mark 25 years since the ICPD in Cairo and remind the world that the
Sustainable Development Goals cannot be achieved without full provision of sexual and
reproductive health for all, including the vital commodities necessary to save lives and make
rights and choices accessible in the most remote and underserved communities.

All roads lead to Nairobi! Building upon the productive partnerships of our 50 years, we must
galvanize concerted action to accelerate essential programmes such as UNFPA Supplies.
UNFPA is proud to contribute to such efforts to make rights and choices a lived reality for
millions women and girls all around the world.
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Around the world, UNFPA Supplies helps countries
meet the remaining unmet need for family planning. In
doing so, our work underpins UNFPA's mission to make
sure that every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth
is safe, and every young person's potential is fulfilled.

We support health systems in securing systems, skills,
finance and a ready supply of reliable reproductive
health commodities so that women and girls, without
exception, can realize the right to make choices about having a family. That right is fully
realized only when people can freely and affordably select from a variety of modern
contraceptive methods, based on their preferences and accurate information, and supported

by trained health-care providers.

As 2018 came to a close, UNFPA Supplies continued to demonstrate a strong track record
in helping countries integrate family planning across primary health-care services, and
diversify contraceptive choice. We consistently and successfully reached groups left behind
by poverty, crisis, disability, location or age, among other factors. A decline in the gap in
access to modern contraception between rural and urban areas was one indication of how
these efforts have begun to pay off.

UNFPA Supplies puts particular emphasis on assisting a core group of 46 countries with the
greatest gaps in reproductive health care. Many are among the least developed countries in
the world, so we continue to play an essential part in providing family planning and maternal
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