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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Across the board, from life expectancy to education, maternal health, violence, livelihoods, 
and nutrition, women and girls are negatively and disproportionately impacted by disas-
ters and conflict. Within this context, a number of international commitments to support 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women and Girls (GEEWG) have been made in 
the past few years, in an effort to drive change and raise the profile of programming for 
GEEWG in humanitarian crises. Whilst we know the magnified impact of crises on women 
and girls, as well as the key role that women can play as first responders and leaders in 
humanitarian response, what remains unclear is to what extent humanitarian interven-
tions are being funded, and the consequences of any shortfall.

The aim of this work is to gather evidence and 
undertake research to ascertain existing funding 
flows – and the impact of any shortfall – to GEEWG 
in humanitarian action, including the levels of 
funding requested, funding received, and the con-
sequences of the funding gap. The study relies on a 
global analysis as well as four country case studies: 
Bangladesh, Jordan, Nigeria, and Somalia. The study 
specifically focuses on funding for women and girls, 
though the findings are very applicable for gender 
equality programming writ large.1 The analysis is 
unique because it not only distinguishes between 
the amount of funding requested and the amount 
of funding received to ascertain the funding gap, 
but it also audits and recodes project gender mark-
ers to specifically determine the amount of tailored 
and targeted funding that is actually available for 
women and girls.

Funding for Women and Girls – Global 
Evidence
At a global level, data on the amount of funding 
required, requested and received for program-
ming for women and girls is significantly lacking. 
The review found no attempts to determine the 
global funding required for GEEWG in humani-
tarian action. A range of studies have attempted 

1	 The IASC defines gender equality as “the equal enjoy-
ment by women, girls, men and boys — of all ages, sexual 
orientations and gender identities — of rights, goods, 
opportunities, resources, rewards and quality of life.” This 
report focuses on women and girls specifically. 

to articulate the number of people affected and 
the funding required for a variety of types of 
programming relevant for women and girls; 
however, each study uses different methodolo-
gies, presents different figures, and there is often 
significant overlap between the programming 
types (e.g. programmes for adolescent girls of-
ten include a range of component parts that are 
included under other categories) preventing ag-
gregation of figures. 

UN OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS) captures 
data on humanitarian funding flows, but individual 
analysis has to be undertaken to track specific sec-
tors, other than those sectors that are earmarked 
separately under the cluster system. Separate stud-
ies have found that funding coverage (the amount 
funded compared to the amount requested) ranges 
between 31%-33% for Gender Based Violence (GBV), 
43% for reproductive health, and 50% for child pro-
tection, indicating substantial gaps in funding. 

The consequences of underfunding are indicated 
by the benefits that could be achieved by filling the 
gap. The benefits of filling this gap and meeting the 
needs of women and girls far outweigh the cost of 
investment, with global studies indicating Benefit 
to Cost Ratios (BCRs) that range between $1.7 and 
$150 of benefit for every $1 spent on programming 
for women and girls, with a median value of $8 for 
every $1 spent.预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_20184


