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Glossary: Definition of terms
Child: a human being below the age of eighteen years, unless, under the law applicable to 
the child, the age of majority is attained earlier.1

Adolescent: a person aged 10–19 years.2

Age, gender and diversity policy: requires that an age, gender and diversity sensitive 
approach is applied to all work aspects. 

Young person/people: A person/people aged 10–24 years.

Minor: a person under the age of majority – which legally demarks childhood from 
adulthood and is generally 18 years, but can vary according to context and local laws.

Gender-based violence: an umbrella term for any harmful act that is perpetrated against a 
person’s will and that is based on socially ascribed (i.e. gender) differences between males 
and females. It includes acts that inflict physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering, threats 
of such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty. These acts can occur in public 
or in private. The term is most commonly used to underscore how systemic inequality 
between males and females, which exists in every society in the world, acts as a unifying 
and foundational characteristic of most forms of violence perpetrated against women and 
girls. It also includes sexual violence committed with the explicit purpose of “reinforcing 
gender-inequitable norms of masculinity and femininity”. It is increasingly used to highlight 
the gendered dimensions of certain forms of violence against men and boys – particularly 
forms of sexual violence committed with the explicit purpose of reinforcing gender 
inequitable norms of masculinity and femininity.3

Harm reduction: a comprehensive package of policies, programmes and approaches that 
seek to reduce the harmful health, social and economic consequences associated with 
injection drug use. The use of the term has expanded over time to other areas, namely sex 
work4 and abortion.5

Intersectionality: describes the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as 
race, class and gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as creating 
overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage.

1	 UN, 1989. United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Article 1). U.N. Doc. A/Res/44/25, 1989.
2	 UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children Report https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2011 
3	 Inter-Agency Standing Committee on Reproductive Health in Humanitarian Settings, GBV Guidelines (New 

York, Inter-Agency Standing Committee on Reproductive Health in Humanitarian Settings, 2015).
4	 Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Terminology Guidelines (Geneva, UNAIDS, 2015). 

The term “harm reduction” originated in efforts to address negative impacts on people who inject drugs. It is 
now also used more broadly related to reducing harms within other behaviours, including sex work. For more 
explanation, see Open Society Institute, 2006. “Harm Reduction, Health and Human Rights, and Sex Work”; 
Rekart, Michael L., 2005. “Sex-work harm reduction,” Lancet, vol. 366. pp. 2123–2134.

5	 Julia Tasset and Lisa H. Harris, “Harm reduction for abortion in the United States”, Obstetrics & Gynecology, 
vol. 131, No. 4 (April 2018).
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