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2018-2020 UNFPA GBV HIGHLIGHTS

KEY RESULTS IN 
NUMBERS
UNFPA supports programmes to prevent, 
respond, and mitigate GBV in over

countries and territories  
(111 country offices)153 
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$484 MILLION 
funded GBV prevention and response 
interventions under Output 11 of the 
Strategic Plan;

$62 MILLION 
funded interventions under Output 12 
of the Strategic Plan on eliminating 
harmful practices;

UNFPA offices were engaged in 

66% of UNFPA offices worked on GBV 
as part of Universal Health Coverage;

96% of UNFPA offices supported 
the development of national laws and 
policies that comply with international 
laws and agreements;

92% of UNFPA offices invested in health 
system strengthening;

88% of UNFPA offices worked to 
strengthen social services; 

69% of UNFPA offices  engaged in 
strengthening judicial services; 

94% of UNFPA offices worked with civil 
society organizations;

400 
GBV PROJECTS 
and programmes globally. 

The TOP SEVEN DONORS were Canada, 
the United Kingdom, the European 
Commission, Norway, Sweden, Australia 
and Denmark;
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88% of UNFPA offices worked on research 
and evidence generation;

93% of UNFPA offices were engaged in 
improving GBV data availability and quality;

97% of UNFPA Country, regional and 
subregional offices were involved in 
multisectoral engagement and coordination;

88%  
of UNFPA country offices made

prevention and response 
services available 
to groups who may 
otherwise be left behind;

95% 
of UNFPA offices worked on integrating 

GBV and SRH services; 

88% of UNFPA offices actively worked  on 
GBV prevention and most offices have 
used a gender-transformative approach to 
programming;

96% of UNFPA offices worked with men and 
boys on GBV prevention and response;

99% 
of UNFPA offices supported

GBV interventions 
adapted to COVID-19;

38% of UNFPA offices addressed GBV in a 
context of environmental degradation and 
climate change;
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BACKGROUND 
Gender-based violence (GBV) is one of the world’s most pervasive human rights violations. 
Defined as any harmful act perpetrated against a person’s will and based on socially ascribed 
gender differences between females and males, GBV includes acts that inflict physical, sexual 
or mental harm, threats of such acts, coercion and deprivation of liberty.1 The number of women 
and girls subjected to GBV is staggering: An estimated 736 million women – almost 1 in 3 – 
have experienced intimate partner violence, non-partner sexual violence or both at least once.2

GBV prevalence is symptomatic of pervasive gender inequality resulting in women’s lack of 
empowerment and decision-making, including over their bodies and sexual and reproductive 
health. Only 55 per cent of women can make their own decisions on sexual and reproductive 
health and rights (SRHR).3 The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) recognizes GBV within 
a context of structural inequalities, discrimination and intersectionality, which places women’s 
experiences at the intersection of a number of simultaneous oppressions including (but not 
limited to) race, ethnicity, class, caste, gender, sexuality, disability, nationality, immigration 
status, geographical location and religion.

The UNFPA Strategic Plans (2018-2021, 2022-2025) are committed to ending GBV as part of 
three transformative results: zero preventable maternal deaths, zero unmet need for family 
planning, and zero GBV and harmful practices, including female genital mutilation and child 
marriage by 2030. These results align with global frameworks including the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), in particular Goal 3 (ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages) 
and Goal 5 (achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls). In 2019, commitment to 
the three transformative results was reinforced at the 25-year follow-up to the 1994 International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), the Nairobi Summit. It mobilized political will 
and financial commitments to accelerate full implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action.4

1  United Nations, 1993. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. A/RES/48/104.

2  WHO (World Health Organization), 2021. Global, Regional and National Estimates for Intimate Partner Violence Against Women 
and Global and Regional Estimates for Non-partner Sexual Violence Against Women. Website: https://www.who.int/news/item/09-
03-2021-devastatingly-pervasive-1-in-3-women-globally-experience-violence.

3  UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund), 2020. Ensure Universal Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Reproductive 
Rights: Measuring SDG Target 5.6. Website: https://www.unfpa.org/sdg-5-6.

4  UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund), 2020. Accelerating the Promise: The Report on the Nairobi Summit on ICPD25. Website: 
https://www.unfpa.org/publications/nairobi-summit-icpd25-report.
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