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The demographic structure of population, particularly age and sex, has profound consequences for harmonious and
sustainable social and economic development. Furthermore, analyzing sex ratios of population is important in analyzing the
status of women and girls.
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“Sex ratio” refers to the ratio between males and females in a
population. In this regard, it is useful to differentiate between
the following:

Sex ratio in the general population refers to the number of males
per 100 females in the general population.

Sex ratio at hirth (SRB) refers to the number of male live births
per 100 female live births.

Sex ratio by birth order refers to sex ratio at birth disaggregated
by birth order (first, second, third etc.).

Sex ratio of children under five years old refers to the number of
male children under five years old per 100 female children of
the same age group.

In addition, an important index measuring gender difference
in child survival is the sex ratio of under five mortality rates which
refers to the ratios of male to female mortality of those under
5 years of age (usually by age 1, 2, etc).

The data in the following are all from official sources, in
particular the National Bureau of Statistics of China and the
UN Population Division. Sex ratio at birth data are not readily
available in many countries, and where available, there are
many factors which may affect accuracy of data, e.g. under-
reporting.
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World

Men normally have higher mortality rates than women
throughout life, and age-specific sex ratio declines gradually
as age increases. Therefore, in most countries in the world
there are more women than men and normal sex ratio in the
general population is around or below 100. In 2005, in North
and South America, Africa, Europe and Oceania, sex ratio in
the general population was around 100 or lower.

However, in a handful of countries, sex ratio in the general
population in 2005 was high, e.g. Afghanistan (106.5), China
(105.6), Bangladesh (104.5), India (105.2), Pakistan (106.0), and
Sri Lanka (103.3). This results in a sex ratio for Asia at 103.9.

For the world as a whole there are 35 million more men than
women?.
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Figure 1 China Sex Ratio in the General Population 1953-2005
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Source: China Population Censuses and 1% Population Sample Surveys2.
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China

According to the five censuses and three 1% population
sample surveys, as shown in Figure 1, sex ratio in the general
population has been high throughout the last 50 years.
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Sex Ratio at Birth
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“Normal” sex ratio at birth is in general between 103 and 107
male live births per 100 female live births. Countries that are
known to have or have had sex ratio at birth higher than this
include South Korea (peak of 115.2 in 19943), India (112 in
2000%) and China (120.5 in 2005).
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Figure 2 Sex Ratio at Birth in China, Urban and Rural Areas 1982-2005
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Source: China Population Censuses and 1% Population Sample Surveyss.
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China

As can be seen in Figure 2, sex ratio at birth in China has
increased over the past two decades, from 107.6 in 1982 to
120.5 in 2005. Urban-rural differences in sex ratio at birth
exist, with that of rural areas significantly higher than that of
urban areas. In 2005, sex ratio at birth of rural areas reached
122.9. Sex ratio at birth of urban areas however has also
increased dramatically, from 109.9 in 1990 to 117.1 in 2005.
In China, urban areas include both cities and towns. Given
that sex ratio in towns is closer to that of rural areas than to
cities, the real difference between urban areas excluding
towns and rural areas should be larger than what's described
in Figure 2, i.e. the urban (cities only) sex ratio at birth is
lower.
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Sex ratio at birth by birth order will usually be around the
normal overall sex ratio at birth regardless of birth order.
However, in countries with imbalance in sex ratio at birth, the
imbalance increases remarkably with the rise in birth order.
In South Korea in 1994, sex ratio at birth for the first birth was
normal at 106.1, but increased to 114.3 for the second and
205.6 for the third birth3. Sex ratio at birth for the first birth
was 111 for India in 2001, and 112 for the second and up to
116 for the third birth4.
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Figure 3 Sex Ratio at Birth by Birth Order 1982-2005
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China

As indicated in Figure 3, in 1982 sex ratio at birth was normal
for the first and second births, but slightly higher than
normal for the third and above births. Since 1987, sex ratio
at birth has been around the normal range for the first birth,
but increased significantly for the second and above births.
In 2000, sex ratio at birth was 151.9 for the second birth, and
above 160 for the third and fourth births. Sex ratio at birth for
the second and above births in 2005 was slightly lower than
that in 2000, but sex ratio at birth for the first birth has risen
to 1084.
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Geographical Variation
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Figure 4 Sex Ratio at Birth Per Province, China, 2000 and 2005
E4hE & HEMRIEE (20005220054 )

Source: China Population
Censuses and 1% Population
Sample Surveys in 20055.
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Sex ratio at birth exhibits great discrepancies among provinces in ME4AFRIFR, 2006FEREANHEAEUFLLEREERNZE
2005, as seen in Figure 4 and Table 1. The highest sex ratio at birth 2 STHELES (13731 = 105.15
was recorded in Jiangxi (137.31), and the lowest in Tibet (105.15). 7 OIRERS ( b TREEE b

Table 1 Change of SRB and Its Rank by Province during 2000 and 2005 in China RIFESEEEMBEREFE RSN (2000120054 )
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Compared with 2000, sex ratio at birth in most provinces ~ 520004E48 L, 20054 H 4 M BILL 48 KB D A4 -
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provinces deviates from the normal. Even though it is more ~ REHAEMRILREERITHR R A ™E, 8520005
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at birth in big cities such as Beijing (117.81), Tianjin (119.81) Xz (11981) L& (12005) EHEF EFH.
and Shanghai (120.05), has also increased in 2005.
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Geographical Variation
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Worth noting is that sex ratio at birth in several provinces
declined markedly, such as in Hainan from 135.04 in 2000
to 121.97 in 2005 and in Guangdong from 137.76 in 2000 to
119.93 in 2005. Exact reasons for the decline however need
be studied.
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In the world as a whole, male mortality rates of all age
groups are higher than those of females because of
biological factors. Normally, the male to female ratio of
mortality rate for children under 5 years old is higher than 1.
Some countries with high sex ratio in the general population
are however witnessing lower than normal values in the
sex ratios of under 5 mortality rate. In India in 1998, the sex
ratio of mortality rate for age 1 to 4 was 0.68”. In Pakistan, the
ratio for age 1 to 4 was 0.70 during 1982 and 1986, and 0.63
during 1997 and 20008
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Figure 5 indicates the sex ratios of under 5 mortality rate
by single age in China for 1982-2005. In 1982, sex ratios
of mortality rate for age 1-4 were all lower than normal,
with those for age 2 and age 3 much more severe. Since
1990, sex ratio of mortality rate has increased for children
aged 2 to 4, slightly fluctuated for children aged 1 but
declined dramatically for children aged 0. This suggests that
discrimination against girls has shifted from those ages 1 to
4 to those age 0. In 2005, the ratio was basically normal for
age 2 to 4, but deviated seriously from the normal for age 0
and 1, with its value at 0.80 and 0.84 respectively.

® ®@O® ®® UNFPA CHINA "Sex ratio—facts and figures', October 2007

FESS TR IILER TR MR WES, 19824,
1—45 ZRFEWRBILEFRTRMUF MR T EREKTE,
BE2HAMISAEHTE, 725)4086F10.89, 19904
B, 2-4ZHIERTRMRLER LT, 1FHRT
KR AR, BOFARTEMEA L RIBET
P, XERFAXNZHZMERELEEMN —45BEHE
EO0%4H, 20056, HE2-45HEFLTRMHILEERIE
®. BOSEAMSAEARTRMEALTERE T EFK
3, 4540.80%00.84,




World

Sex ratio of children under 5 years old reflects both the
sex ratio at birth and the gender difference in under five
mortality rate. In a normal population, the under 5 mortality
rate is higher for males than for females. As a result, sex ratio
of children under five years old is usually lower than sex ratio
at birth. In 2000, sex ratios of children under 5 years old in
North and South America, Africa, Europe and Oceania were
approximately equal to or below 105'.

Nevertheless, higher than normal sex ratio of children under
5 years old has also been observed in some countries with
high sex ratio in the general population. In South Korea, the
sex ratio for all age groups under 5 years old all exceeded
110.31 in 2000, and the sex ratio of children under 5 years
old was 107.1 in 2001 for India®.
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Figure 6 Sex Ratio of Children Under Five Years Old in China 1982-2005
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As shown in Figure 6, sex ratio of children under 5 years old
was 107.2 in 1982 in China. In the last two decades, the ratio
has rapidly increased, reaching 122.7 in 2005. Almost no
differences were observed between rural and urban areas
in 1982, and small differences in 1987 and 1990. The urban-
rural difference however has recorded a significant rise since
1995 with rural areas higher than urban areas. In 2005, sex
ratio of children under 5 years old was 1184 in urban areas
and 125.4 in rural areas. Noticeably, sex ratios of children
under 5 years old regardless of residence were all higher
than the corresponding sex ratios at birth in 2005, indicating
the existence of both prenatal and postnatal discrimination
against girls.
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The main causes for the imbalanced sex ratios in China are complicated and show different manifestations in different periods
and areas.
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A patrilineal family system has been practiced throughout Chinese history as well as in contemporary China, resulting in
men’ s dominant status in property inheritance, residential arrangement, family succession, and family power structure
and women " s lower status in family and society. Moreover, patrilocal marriage has been the traditional and dominant
marriage pattern in China, which determines that sons, not daughters, are the real provider of parents” old-age support.
This is especially true in the rural areas of China. In addition, the Chinese Confucianism-based traditional culture stresses the
importance of having sons for a family. All these constitute the fundamental root of son preference in Chinese families.
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Some important demographic and socioeconomic factors have also stimulated and intensified son preference. During the
last 20 years, China”“ s fertility has rapidly declined and the total fertility rate has dropped to below replacement level. In
populations with strong son preference, a major drop in fertility is often followed by a rise in sex ratio at birth. Further, China“

s economy has been rapidly growing in the last 20 years and the stratification of Chinese society has been accelerating, but
China remains a developing country in its transitional stage, with the social security system not fully developed in urban areas
and even less developed in rural areas. Currently, while policies protecting rights of women exist, implementation varies.
Women do not enjoy equal opportunities as men in education, employment and participation in political affairs. The gender
aspect is often missing or neglected in the formulation and implementation of policies for socioeconomic development. All
these factors contribute to the lower social, economic and political status of Chinese women. These factors also contribute to
son preference in China. Another contributing factor sometimes cited is the government-guided family planning policy and
program. However data showing to what extent this has contributed to the rise in sex ratio at birth is not available.
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