Facts and Figures 2010

In the past 30 years of reform and opening-up, large-scale domestic migration has promoted the rapid development of China’s
economy. It has also caused major social changes, and will further influence the development of China’s society and economy in

the future.
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Internationally, migration indicates geographical or spatial
moves between two regions, which usually involves the change
of permanent residence from a place of origin to a different
destination'. People involved in such moves are called migrants
and migration might happen either within or across national
borders. This brochure only deals with domestic migrants in
China.

In China, due to the unique Household Registration System?
(Hukou), geographical moves of people can be further divided
into migration with and without Household Registration. People
who have changed both their permanent residence and their
Household Registration are migrants with Household Registration;
those who have changed their permanent residence but not
their Household Registration are often referred to as the “floating
population”. Those of the working-age, defined as between the
ages of 15 and 64, are called “migrant workers” and those below
17 years of age are called “migrant children’.

From a statistical perspective, migrants should be defined by both
time and space. The spatial dimension can be further divided into
migration across townships, across counties (districts), and across
provinces. The time dimension can be further divided by duration
of residence outside of the migrants place of registration; more
than three months, more than six months, and more than one
year. In this document, migrants refers to those who migrate
across townships for more than six months®.

The data used was all obtained from official sources,
predominantly the National Bureau of Statistics of China,
National Population and Family Planning Commission, Ministry of
Agriculture and other related departments.
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World

Internal migration is very common in all countries. For
instance, between 1995 and 2000, internal migration in
the USA was 65.435 million, approximately 25 percent of
the national population aged five and above*. According
to India’s 2001 Population Census, the inter-census internal
migration was 309.3 million, accounting for 30 percent of the
total Indian population®. In 2008, Japan’s internal migration
reached 5.357 million, accounting for 4.25 percent of the total
Japanese population®.

China

In recent years, the size of internal migration of those with
Household Registration has remained stable at around 20
million per year (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Annual figures for internal migration with household registration (1978-2008)
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Source: Data for 1978-1987 and 1992-1994 is from Migration Data of China, edited by Zhuang Yaer, China Population
Publishing House, Beijing, 1995’;

Data for other years is from China Population Statistical Yearbook 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008°.
HIBKIE: 1978-1987. 1992-1994FEREET LS ( PEAOEBEIEE) , b, FEADHKRE, 1995%5;
HEFEMEIBERE2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 20084 { HEAOFEL) %
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In China, migrant numbers have increased sharply since the 20 /\+ERIUXK, PENAIAOAREK, &%
1980s, and this has raised a lot of attention. There were only ¥, 1982, HERNA DB H660HF A, 2014
6.6 million domestic migrants in China in 1982. Powered by ~ 80FERFHEAMK, ZEHE M. T LMEm, RaAD
urbanization and industrialization, that figure increased by ~ AR, ZF20LEE, K 729.457F, FiEK14%, Z|
29.45 times, an average annual increase of 14 percent for 20084, ®ERFAOMEILEF2.0112, HEERAON
more than two decades. By 2008, the number of migrants  15% ( JLE2) o

reached 201 million, constituting 15 percent of China’s total

population (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Scale of domestic migration in China (1982-2008)
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Source: China Population censuses and one percent population sample surveys®. Data from 2008 is estimated according to
related information of migrant registration obtained from the National Population and Family Planning Commission of China.
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Trends in China’s Domestic Migrant Population
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(1) Migrants are on average getting older

The age structure of China’s domestic migrants indicates
an apparent rise in the proportion of adult population. The
proportion of working-age (15-64 years) migrants is rising
continuously, while that of children and elderly people
declines. Youths aged 15-24 have always constituted a high
proportion of total migrants, and their numbers increased
from 18.94 percent in 1982 to 36.42 percent in 1990, and then
declined to 25.48 percent in 2005. Meanwhile, the average
and median ages of migrants is also rising steadily (Table 1).
This ageing migrant population is related to the longer time
spent as migrants in destination cities.
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M, SHEBAD (15-64% ) WERK EFH, W
FILERZFEANOLLENRH T, 15-245HFEAD
WA HIEEEMNE, HILEM18.94% ( 19824 ) K E|
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Table 1: Age composition of China’s domestic migrants (1982-2005)
(as a percentage of total migrant population)

®1 pERZAOFRIAMIER (1982-2005) (%)

Fit (Age) 1982 1987 1990 2000 2005
0-14 33.60 21.60 16.15 13.78 12.45
15-64 57.91 72.72 80.42 82.88 84.03
Ol tiAlein, R 18.94 29.62 36.42 27.66 25.48
He,
65 + 8.50 5.67 3.43 3.34 3.52
Total &it 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Average age (year)
28.22 28.17 27.17 29.01 .
THER (£ ) 8 8 9.0 30.36
Age median (year)
IR (4E ) 23.00 24.00 24.00 27.00 29.00

Source: China Population censuses and one percent population sample surveys’

BAEKR: FEAOEEN%AOHMFEE

(2) More women have become migrants and a family-
based migration model has emerged

More females have jointed the migrant population and their
total number amongst migrants is approaching the number
of males. The percentage of women among migrants was 54.3
percent in 1982, declined to 44.4 percent in 1990 and then
rose to 49.8 percent in 2005.

(2) ExXtEmARs, RIAXHAREK
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China’s domestic migrants are moving to a “family-based”
model, from the initial phase of one person moving to make
a fortune. From 1990 to 2000, the ratio of migrants who
migrated together with their family increased from 7.44
percent to 46.06 percent’. In big cities, migrant families are

FERMENHER, PERSIAODBRYN ‘255X T
MERFNET “KEML” BER. M1990FE|20004F, REIA
A 5T AIELBIR7.44% £ FH5)46.06% ", FERW T,
ERIBRORNMAOELEN, 20065, JEHERM75.3%H
EERHMA D SERBRMNERRE"

more common. In 2006, 75.3 percent of the married migrants
in Beijing had been joined by their spouses’".

(3) HERSAOMNZHE K FRERIE
RAMAOMNZHEKRERERS, EWHE ML
o M1982EFF|2005%, #F R £BR/NFEEN £ R A
FERHA O R FIRANEE, XEMNLBIFE TR,
EHFHBERBEHS (IR2) . BN, HERFEAR
20, BEEREMRAEZINANAORIEL S,

(3) Rapid increase in educational attainment

The education level of migrants is increasing rapidly. From
1982 to 2005, junior middle school graduates have replaced
primary school graduates to become the largest group among
China’s migrants. The rate of illiteracy amongst migrants has
declined continuously and the average number of schooling
years completed has constantly risen (Table 2). Meanwhile,
the number of migrants with a Bachelors Degree or even a
Masters Degree are also on the rise.

Table 2: Composition by educational degree of migrants
ages 6 and above (1982-2005) %
K2 ARASUERMAOKNZHEREMA (1982-2005) %

Educated Degree 2B BERE 1982 1987 1990 2000 2005
llliterate X& 28.56 16.10 12.54 4.76 4.81
Primary school /J\Z 39.30 35.23 32.53 26.26 23.33
Junior middle school ¥ 22.69 33.95 41.35 45.43 47.41
Senior middle school & 8.41 12.73 11.58 18.81 17.21
Junior college and above K& XK I E 1.04 1.98 2.00 4.75 7.24
Total &1t 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
METEEE Ye?gg%gﬁg ?20;9“ g 5.58 7.01 7.38 8.66 8.89
Average Years of Schooling amongst
National Population 5.50 5.86 6.26 7.62 8.30
SEANAEHZHEFR (F)

Source: China Population censuses and one percent population sample surveys’
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(1) More concentrated in certain destinations

Migrants tend to concentrate in the southeastern coastal
region. In the early 1980s, the traditional industrial heartland
of the northeast and areas rich in resources attracted more
migrants, such as the three northeastern provinces (Liaoning,
Jilin and Heilongjiang), as well as Henan, Anhui, Xinjiang, Inner
Mongolia, and Shanxi. However, since 1990, the economies
of Guangdong, Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Fujian and other
developed coastal provinces have been growing rapidly, and
more and more migrants have gathered in their cities (Table 3

(1) MAHASTRERER
RAAOEEEREED, 20HL280FERY, FibETL
WEBMFREESHMXBE TRSHRIALD, WKL
=&, . RE. FE. AR, UAES, #A20ig
WERSE, 'F. £E. IH. 1. wEFERERLE
() &FHEKRE, ERTHRESHRNALD (K3
EES3)

and Figure 3).
Table 3: Percentage of total migrants in the five most popular provinces for
incoming migrants (1982-2005) %
RIMAANORSHWEIASE () S£ERIAOBE DL (1982-2005) %
Rank 1982 1990 2000 2005
Heilongjiang Guangdong Guangdong Guangdong
1 =T 8.60 e 13.23 4 20.87 e 22.37
Henan Heilongjiang Zhejiang Zhejiang
2 7 631 EP >82 T 637 T 858
Shandong Anhui Jiangsu Jiangsu
3 % 5.39 S 512 ST 6.36 ST 7.60
Guangdong Shanghai Shandong Fujian
4 e 5.23 i 5.06 W 4.89 = 5.76
Jiangsu Jiangsu Sichuan Shandong
5 ST 5.06 ST 4.97 w1l 4.20 L% 4.81
Total &t 30.59 Total &1t 34.2 Total &it 42.69 Total &it 49.07

Source: China Population censuses and one percent population sample surveys’
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Figure 3: Destinations of China’s Domestic migrants in 2005
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Source: China one percent population sample survey in 2005°

BiEKIR: 2005 £E1%A QAL

Domestic migrants mainly come from agricultural provinces in SR A QT ER B PERIVEH, XEBRSHAOS.
central China. Most of these provinces have large populations, T ZREAR. TV HREKL ( LF4) %
limited land resources and less developed industries (Table 4) °.

Table 4: Percentage of total outgoing migrants in the five provinces with most
out-going migrants (2000-2005)
R4 FRIEM TR BEE R A QI % (2000-2005 )

Rank 2000 2005
1 Sichuan [)I| 14.93 Sichuanm /| 11.77
2 Hunan ;875 10.19 Anhui & 11.73
3 Anhui 228 9.41 Hunan 5 9.40
4 Jiangxi ST 8.11 Henan ;a7 9.20
5 Henan 5 &g 7.58 Hubei #dt 7.13
Total &1t 50.22 Total &it 49.23

Source: China Population census in 2000 and China one percent population sample survey in 2005’

BIEKIE: FRE2000%F A O EFI20055 4 E1% A OfiiEE® %
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Migration, when based on motivation, can be divided into
economic migration and social migration. The former can be
due to job transfers, job assignments, doing business, study
and training, and the latter is usually for joining relatives
or friends, accompanying dependents, immigration for the
purposes of marriage, removal and relocation. Economic
motivation is the major driver of China’s domestic migrants
and 53.1 percent of the migrants in China are working or
doing business (Table 5) °.

China has a large rural population and limited land resources.
With the increase in agricultural productivity, there is a large
surplus in the number of agricultural workers in rural areas.
Migration then becomes the main way for the surplus rural
workforce to find employment. In 2005, 14.3 percent’ of the
total agricultural workforce aged between 20 and 45 years
were economic migrants.

The income obtained by working outside of ones’ hometown
has become increasingly important as a source of income
for farmers. In 2007, the average per capita net income for
China'’s farmers passed 4,000 Yuan. Salaried work has become
the major source for farmer’s income increase, exceeding 40
percent of farmers’ average incomes, and contributing more
than 60 percent towards total average income growth ™.

WIBANER, TJRUERIAORD HELFEREA DT
HEBRMAOFEE, KFERMAODZE N TERBS.
NEIE. SIE2FMNEIZINMRSNRIAQ; 1S
ERAMAODEZEAREER. KRBT, BRITAMIFIT
WERTRIESRIIA D FERHAOMEFEZRHAD
HE, EPS3A%ERMANRESIEREE (K5) %

FERFAORS, THEEER, BERLEFRNIR
5, RNBGESRERIFETHNA, AR ARNRE
SR AT I EE SRR, 20058, 20-45%55MHE T
RV HEN ) X ERBREIR I FFF18914.3% %

REIMBE TFHRHEBHBRAZRTRARRBANEER
B 2007F, RERRAHMATAREI000T, HPTH
HRAERAREEBANEERR, ERRAHGEAF
ML EE BT M, MREBKATIKREBIZ60% ",

Table 5: Composition of reasons for domestic migrants’s move in 2005 (%)

5 2005 FE MR AARNERERE (% )

Reasons for move izl /R H Percentage B tt
Job transfer TEIEz) 2.6
Work assignment 4% T 1 0.6
Economic reasons ) )
4z
Al Doing business & T 4% 53.1
Study and training % 3J3%1)l| 3.7
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