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Note: The designations employed and the presentation 
of material in the present publication do not imply  
the expression of any opinion on the part of the  
United Nations Population Fund concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its  
frontiers or boundaries.

The present volume has been edited and consolidated 
in accordance with United Nations practice and 
requirements. This edition has been amended to  
refl ect the offi cial withdrawal of reservations by  
the Governments of Argentina and El Salvador.
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Foreword
twenty years ago, the landmark 
international conference on population 
and development put people’s rights at 
the heart of development. it affi rmed 
sexual and reproductive health as 
a fundamental human right and 
emphasized that empowering women  
and girls is key to ensuring the  
well-being of individuals, families, 
nations and our world. 

With the ICPD Programme of Action, governments 
set out an ambitious agenda to deliver inclusive, 
equitable and sustainable global development. 
This agenda has guided policy and helped secure 
advances in equality and empowerment for 
women, global health and life expectancy,  
and education for girls. 
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