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With nearly 60% of the population below the age of 25 years and more than 30% of the population
between 10 and 24 years, young people constitute a large proportion of the Lao People's Democratic
Republic's (Lao PDR) population. Clearly, addressing the needs of young people means addressing
the needs of Lao PDR as a country, which brings with it both enormous opportunities and challenges
now and for the future of this country.

Lao PDR has made significant progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in 2015 and aims to achieve the national goal of graduating from least developed country
(LDC) status by 2020. Young people have a significant role to play in achieving this goal.

This is the first time that the Adolescent and Youth Situation Analysis (AYSA) has been conducted in
Lao PDR. It gathers available data on adolescent and young people and provides an up-to-date review
of existing policies and legislation to enhance current and future programmes for young people. It
should be seen as the first step to assist the Government, international organisations and youth
themselves to develop and improve wide-ranging and inclusive programmes and policies which can
effectively address the specific needs of young people in the areas of health, education, employment,
protection and participation; including the Education, Health, Labour and Social Welfare, sectoral
5-year plans, the National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) and the National Youth
Development Strategy of the Lao People's Revolutionary Youth Union (LPRYU/LYU).

The findings and recommendations from this report are expected to guide further interventions
and draw specific attention to the importance of an increased investment in young people with the
ultimate goal of improving the lives of young people and with it the social, economic and cultural
development of the whole country.
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The AYSA was undertaken by the Lao Youth Union (LYU) in collaboration with the Ministry of
Planning and Investment (MPI), Ministry of Education and Sports (MoES), Ministry of Health (MoH),
Ministry of Justice (MolJ), Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) and the Ministry of Labour and Social
Welfare (MoLSW). The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) was the primary agency giving
financial and technical assistance to support the analysis. In addition, the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO),
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) provided
technical inputs to the implementation of the analysis.

We would like to extend our grateful thanks to all organisations and individuals who have contributed
to making this analysis a success. We would specifically like to express our sincere thanks to the
AYSA Steering Committee (SC) for their leadership and guidance, the Technical Group for enormous
efforts and time in conducting the analysis, and the Secretariat Group for organising and dealing with
day-to-day work.

We acknowledge the great contribution from the local authorities including the LYU provincial,
district and village authorities for facilitating the analysis and in providing your inputs. This analysis
would not have succeeded without the cooperation of teachers, parents and especially young people.
We thank all participants for their generous contribution.

Special thanks are extended to the principle technical consultant and institute, Dr. Bruce Dick and the
Burnet Institute (BI) for providing technical support.

We also thank other United Nations (UN) partners and civil organisations for their inputs during the
consultation workshops.

Lastly, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to UNFPA for their technical and financial
support that made this analysis possible.
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