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Urbanization in Indonesia, as in most developing countries today, is rapid,
with the rate of urban growth significantly higher than the growth rate of
the population as a whole. The next 25 years will see this process continue,
with a growing majority of the population living in urban environments
and the rural population declining in absolute numbers.

Urbanization has the potential to usher in a new era of well-being, resource

efficiency and economic growth for Indonesia. However cities are also

home to high concentrations of poverty; nowhere is the rise of inequality
clearer thanin urban areas, where wealthy communities coexist alongside, and separated from, slums and informal
settlements. If not managed well, urbanization can put considerable pressure on urban infrastructure and social
services, such as housing, education, health care, electricity, water and sanitation and transportation.

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, works with partners in Government, the UN system and civil society
to advocate for the welfare and sustainability of rapidly urbanizing communities. UNFPA believes that people who
move to urban areas should have access to essential social services. In Indonesia, women of reproductive age and
young people make up large numbers of those moving to urban centres each year. Such groups require special
attention from policymakers to ensure that they retain access to social support systems such as education and
healthcare, including reproductive health care.

UNFPA firmly believes that population and development policies are needed to ensure that the development of
economic corridors occurs in a way that is socially equitable and environmentally sustainable. This will protect the
Indonesian population from some common social ills that often accompany accelerated economic development
and urbanization.

The formulation and implementation of good population development policy depends on policymakers having
a true understanding of the way population-related factors are causally connected in the real world, and on
widespread access to good population data. This will ensure population and development policies are evidence-
based and will help minimize the risk of undesirable and unintended consequences. Therefore UNFPA, as the
United Nations development agency concerned with population and development issues, has developed a strong
strategic partnership with Government of Indonesia agencies concerned with the collection and use of population
data in the country.

The monograph on “Urbanization in Indonesia” is the fourth monograph in this series. It makes extensive use of
data from the 2010 Population Census and other authoritative official statistics in order to provide policy makers,
academicians, and practitioners with the most up-to-date information about Indonesia’s urbanization situation.
This monograph is a reservoir of knowledge, it entails a compendium analysis of urbanization trends and other
socio-demographic outcomes, and a literature review which highlights the inter-relationship between demographic
and social change on the one hand, and policies on the other hand. The monograph also recommendations that
development policies pay more attention to current urbanization patterns in Indonesia, to make sure migration
and urbanization contribute in the best way possible to growth and socio-economic development in Indonesia.
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