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FOREWORD

The Royal Government of Cambodia has made substantial progress on its social and
economic front in the past decade. The fertility and mortality levels have come down
substantially and there have been good progress on the social and economic fronts though
more efforts to improve the nutritional status of children is to be done. Furthermore, the
country has witnessed unprecedented youth migration for employment from rural to rural
areas and urban to urban areas with majority of migrants reaching the Capital City of Phnom
Penh, as the final place of destination. Though the migrants have ended up with jobs and
unemployment rates have been kept in check, there is still more to be done.

The country at present is going through a phase of rapid demographic transition and this has
opened up the demographic window of opportunity wherein a large number of youth are of
the working ages and getting ready to enter the labour market or are already in. The
situation is not forever and is therefore important for creating conducive environment
wherein the potential of youth force is nurtured. In other words, newer and emerging
demographic challenges that impact the development processes have also opened up
opportunities that have to be tapped.

As demographic dynamics cut across development sectors and is multi-dimensional,
integration of demographic consequences into development planning has been emphasized
and strategic directions in terms of infrastructure expansion and development, managing
urbanization, expansion of agriculture and allied activities and social investments and
human capital formation have been proposed. I am sure that the policy and programmatic
directions suggested in this paper will form an important ingredient while perspective
planning for sectors are taken up and pave way for speeding the social and the economic
development of the country.

On behalf of the Ministry of Planning (MOP), I would like to thank the technical
contribution made by Dr. Sathyanarayana from UNFPA, India for having put together this
paper and worked tirelessly and diligently with Mr. Tum May and Mr. Yi Soktha from
UNFPA Cambodia, Dr. Sarthi Acharya, Chief Technical Advisor, UNDP, Cambodia and
my senior colleagues H.E. Tuon Thavrak, H.E. Theng Pagnathun and H.E. Poch Sovanndy
from the Ministry of Planning, Royal Government of Cambodia. I thank all of them and
extend my special thanks to Dr. Marc Derveeuw, Representative UNFPA Cambodia for
making this happen and am privileged to share this important paper. W/

T

Chhay Than
Senior Minister,

Minister of Planning
Phnom Penh, April, 2013
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