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1 BACKGROUND

1.1 PoLicy

1.1.1 National Framework

Women have an important role in Cambodian society and are the backbone of the national economy
and social development. To prevent and respond violence against women (VAW), the Royal
Government of Cambodia has issued policies, laws and regulations including

The Constitution of Cambodia, adopted in 1993, explicitly prohibits discrimination against women in
its Article 45 which states “All forms of discrimination against women shall be prohibited. The
exploitation of women in employment shall be prohibited.”; Article 38 which guarantees “there shall
be no physical abuse of any kind”; and Article 46 which states “Human trafficking, exploitation of
prostitution and obscenities which affect the dignity of women shall be prohibited...”

The Cambodian Criminal Code 2009 and Criminal Procedure Code 2007 are used to punish all forms
of violence against women and girls.

The Cambodian Civil Code 2007 and Civil Procedure Code 2006 state that every family members shall
respect each other right, freedom and prevent domestic violence.

Law of Prevention of Domestic Violence and the Protection of Victims 2005, to prevent domestic
violence, to strengthen non-violence culture and family harmony in society.

Law on Suppression of Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation 2008, all forms of human
trafficking and sexual exploitation shall be prohibited in any picture.

The Cambodian Labor Law and Other Relevant Laws and the Criminal Code both prohibits sexual
harassment and indecent behavior in the workplace.

Rectangular Strategy of Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC), Phase IV Side 4 Improving Gender
Equity and Social Protection states that the RGC’s “strategic goal is to strengthen gender quality and
social protection to enhance the socio-economic situation and strengthen women’s role in the society
who are the backbone of the economy and society”.

The Political Platform of the Sixth Legislature of the National Assembly noted the importance of
“investing in gender equity along with strengthened partnership between stakeholders to prevent
trafficking of and violence against women and children”.
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