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Poverty 

• Rising prosperity: increase in real per 
capita GDP from US$ 1,795 to US$ 2,718 
between 1990 and 2009 

• Region still has 947 million people living in 
absolute poverty, of which about 20% are 
disabled (10% for general population) and 
98% of disabled poor children do not 
attend school 

• Poor girls and women with disabilities 
experience triple discrimination



The region’s ageing society 

• Demographic 
shifts will entail 
significant ageing

• Much older 
population, 400% 
increase in very 
old (+80)

Growth in number of elder citizens, Asia (excl. Western Asia)
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….with increases all in developing countries 
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Growing old-age dependency ratios of 65+ age 
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…and feminization of the ageing 

society

Female to male ratios in Asia, 60 years and over

1.0

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2.0

2.2

2.4

2.6

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

F
e

m
a

le
 t

o
 m

a
le

 r
a

ti
o

Centra l  As i a

Eastern As ia

Ocea ni a

South-Ea stern Asi a

Southern Asi a

Asi a  (e xcl . West
Asi a)

Source: ESCAP, based on UNDESA population statistics, 2010 projections

Female to male ratios in Asia, 80 years and over
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Future challenges

• Non-communicable diseases (NCDs): increase with life expectancy 
worldwide, particularly in developing countries, from 20 to 70 million 
deaths per annum in Asia

• Dementia projected to increase five fold

• Pressure on public finances exacerbated by  
– lack of age-friendly, barrier-free environments
– declining youth and working populations results in reduced capacity of 

families as primary caregivers
– limited geriatric care services
– lack of social protection coverage: 4.78% of GDP (Asia) as compared 

to 20.5% (OECD)

• Mobility and autonomy losses
• Isolation: 

– For example, proportion of elderly Indians living alone increased from 
2.4% in 1992-95 to 5.0% in 2005-06 (from 2.6% to 7.6% among female 
population) 预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_7624


