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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Airship transport alternative, in its diverse engineering variants, has the potential to be a game-
changing technology with significant development in recent years. It offers the technical capabilities to 
make a broad contribution to the optimization of mobility and logistics networks in isolated communities 
and territories, especially but not only in Small Island Developing States (SIDS). This innovative mode 
should be incorporated into the transport matrix (both nationally and regionally), for the latter to move 
towards more efficient, sustainable, and resilient networks. Airships do not necessarily compete with 
other means of transport, instead, they complement traditional modes which improve co-
modality/synchro-modality and perform social functions, achieving a clear improvement in connectivity, 
interior (hinterland) and external (foreland) accessibility. There is a diversity in Airship technology, 
operational mode, and in the functions, both in commercial and in non-commercial operations (such as 
humanitarian aid), as will be showcased in the following sections, along with the logistics and connectivity 
standards that it has the potential to raise. Besides transporting cargo and passengers for scheduled or 
rescue flights, Airships can provide communication and monitoring services to remote and vulnerable 
locations, as well as to provide health care through mobile sanitary units. 

This topic is important in the context of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In the event of a 
disaster, different aid agencies are deployed with 
support in the distribution and logistics of 
perishable and essential cargo, equipment, and 
assistance personnel. The economic capacity and 
the transport connectivity of the regions directly 
influence countries’ capacity to withstand 
adversity. Disasters usually have local effects, and 
the area affected depends on the type of natural 

hazard. Some of them, such as the COVID-19 
pandemic, have a global impact, presenting a 
significant challenge for the transport and logistics 
industry. 

Remote areas, such as the SIDS in the Pacific and 
the Caribbean, have certain common features of 
vulnerability. The distance to demographic centers 
and markets translates to decreased connectivity. 
Besides distance, there are implicit transport costs 
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