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Why gender equality matters for LDCs
Findings from the Social Institutions and Gender Index



• Para 6 of the Istanbul Programme for Action
– focus on gender equality and women’s
empowerment

• Gender equality ‘breakthrough’ strategy for
MDGs

• Persistent gender gaps on key social and
economic indicators
• Maternal mortality rates in Afghanistan
• Gender gaps in secondary education in Nepal and Afghanistan
• Employment gaps, informality

Context



Debjani’s story: 
why social institutions matter

Sexual harassment 
at school – drops out

Forced marriage at 
14

Domestic violence

Lack of reproductive 
autonomy

Lack of rights in 
divorce/child custody

Rejected bank loan



What is the SIGI?

Social Institutions and Gender Index 2012

• Legal Age of 
Marriage

• Early marriage

• Parental
authority

• Inheritance

• Violence against 
women

• FGM

• Reproductive 
integrity

• Access to land

• Access to bank
loans and other 
forms of credit

• Access to
property other 
than land

Restricted 
Resources 

and Entitlements

• Access to public 
space

• Political voice

Restricted 
Civil Liberties

Restricted 
Physical Integrity

Discriminatory 
Family Code

• Missing women

• Fertility 
preferences

Son Bias



2012 SIGI results by 
region
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2012 SIGI results for South Asia by 
sub-index
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Why Nepal? What can be 
learnt?

• Post conflict context
• Recent amendments to raise age of

marriage to 20 for both women and men
• Full legal equality for parental authority and

inheritance
• Strong legal framework on violence against

women
• Good progress on political participation:

33.1% of parliamentarians are women
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