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National Consultation on “Creating an Enabling Environment for

Women’s Entrepreneurship in India”

Tuesday 19 February 2013, Federation House, Tansen Marg, New Delhi

1000-1030

1030-1115

1115-1130

1130-1300

1300-1345

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Registration/Welcome tea

Inaugural Session:

Welcome Remarks: Ms. Kavitha Varadaraj, President of FICCI-FLO

Opening Remarks: Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, ESCAP-SSWA

Opening Remarks: Ms. Erin Walsh, Vice-President, Head of Corporate
Engagement for Asia-Pacific, Goldman Sachs

Inaugural Address : H.E. Dr. Syeda Hameed, Member, Planning
Commission, Government of India

Vote of Thanks: Ms. Cai Cai, Chief, Gender Equality and Women’s

Empowerment Section, Social Development Division, ESCAP

Tea/Coffee Break

Plenary Session: Creating an Enabling Environment for Women’s
Entrepreneurship in India

Chairperson: Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, ESCAP-SSWA

Presentation: Ms. Hina Shah, Director, International Center for
Entrepreneurship and Career Development, India

Distinguished Panelists

Ms. Erin Walsh, Vice President, Head of Corporate Engagement for Asia
Pacific, Goldman Sachs

Ms. Rashmi Singh, Executive Director and Ms. Sharmistha Sinha,
Senior Research Officer, National Mission for Empowerment of
Women

Ms. Uma Swaminathan, Coordinator, Rural Economic & Development
Activities, Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA),
Ahmedabad

Dr. Smita Premchander, Secretary, Sampark

Ms. Archana Garodia Gupta, Founder, Touchstone Gems & Jewellery
and Treasurer, FICCI Ladies Organization

Open Discussion

Lunch



1345-1515 Thematic Session 1: Partnership and Cooperation to Enhance
Women’s Entrepreneurship
Focus on Capacity Development

Chair: Mr. Samarendra Sahu, Additional Development Commissioner,
Office of DC-MSME

Speakers:

Ms. Shashi Singh, Chairperson, Consortium of Women Entrepreneurs of
India

Ms. Sarita Chauhan, Senior Consultant, National Institute for Small
Business Development (NIESBUD)

Dr. Anupam Khanna, Chief Economist and Director-General (Policy
Outreach), National Association of Software and Services
Companies (NASSCOM)

Ms. Seema Khosla, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women Program

Group Discussion: Facilitator: Mr. Jost Wagner

1515-1530 Tea/Coffee Break

1530-1700 Thematic Session 2: Partnership and Cooperation to Enhance
Women’s Entrepreneurship
Focus on issues related to access to Finance and Credit

Chair: Dr. H.P. Kumar, Chairman and Managing Director, National
Small Industries Corporation (NSIC)

Speakers:

Mr. R.K. Das, General Manager-in-Charge, Regional Office, Delhi,
Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)

Dr. Vanita Viswanath, Chief Executive Director, Udyogini

Ms. Pearl Uppal, Founder, 5ideas Startup Superfuel

Ms. Subhalakshmi Nandi, Women’s Economic Empowerment
Specialist, UN-Women

Group Discussion: Facilitator: Mr. Jost Wagner

1700-1730 Closing Session:
Chair: Ms. Ranjana Agarwal, Founder Partner, Vaish & Associates
Chartered Accountants and Past President, FICCI-FLO
Summary of Thematic Sessions/Policy Recommendations
Closing Remarks: ESCAP/FICCI-FLO/Goldman Sachs
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