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Education and Occupation

of workers had 
not completed 
High School 

93
%

of workers were 
engaged in low-

skilled 
occupations

95
%

Source: Surveys conducted by authors.

completed only 
up to Grade 9

59%
Factory floor labourer

Machine operator

Storage handler



Salary Benefits for Unskilled Workers

difference 
between EPZ 
workers and 

manuf. Industry 
average

47
%

Source: Surveys conducted by authors and data obtained from Annual Survey of Industries, 2010, Dept. of Census and Statistics 
of Sri Lanka.



Prevalence of Unskilled Workers

of unskilled workers 
in manuf. industry 
employed in EPZs

of workers in manuf. 
industry are in EPZs

Source: Surveys conducted by authors and data obtained from Annual Survey of Industries, 2010, Dept. of Census and Statistics 
of Sri Lanka.



High Proportion of Female Workers

of workers in 
EPZs in Sri 
Lanka are 

60
%

FEMALE

50%
of firms in largest 
EPZ manufacture 

garments and 
textiles 

Source: Data obtained from Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, 2012.
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