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In the case of Geographical 
Indications (GI)  

 
 



GI, an intellectual property right 

• The GI is a specific, distinctive intellectual property 
right  
– Copyright and related rights. 
– Trade marks. 
– Geographical Indications. 
– Industrial designs. 
– Patents. 
– Plant Varieties protection 
– Etc.  

 
• It is an intellectual property right to be protected in 

over 150 countries (WTO TRIPS Agreement) 
 
• It is a collective right of use. 

 
 

 



To protect the consummer and the producer  
Ex: Bordeaux 



A GI differs  
from an indication of provenance  

 
 
Because an indication of provenance : 
 

– simply provides information on the country or 
region from which the product comes, 
 

– does not indicate any link between the place of 
origin and the characteristics of that product. A GI 
does. 



GI: Relations between the product, the 
producers and the production area 

 Product 
(superior quality, specificity, 

reputation…) 

Producers  
(know how, tradition, 

organization…) 

 

Production area  
(climate, soils, height, …)  



GI specifications 
 

• Name : the name of the product, including the GI 
  

• Description :raw materials to be used, the principle physical (shape; 
color, weight; etc.); chemical (minimum fat content, maximum water 
content, etc.); biological or microbiological, etc. 

• Method of Production : a description of the method of obtaining the 
product or/and the authentic and unvarying local methods (as well as 
information concerning the packaging in origin if important for the 
product),  
 

• Geographical Area : the definition of the geographical area 
• Proof of Origin : traceability (evidence that the product originates in 

that area)  
• Link: the effect of geographical environmental or other local conditions 

on the quality of the product should be emphasized  
• Control system : details of the organisation/body in charge of the 

control system and system of control of the specifications  
• Labeling  (for the recognition by consumers) :the specific labeling 

details related to the GI 
 

 



 



Setting up the system 
  

• Legislation. 
 

• Joint definition of mandatory product specifications 
(“book of requirements”) by sector organisation 
(producers, traders, etc.), local authorities.etc. 

 
• GIs verified and approved by the authorities. 
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