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sia and the Pacific is considered

the “engine of global growth”, as

it is home to six of the world’s
top ten fastest growing economies. Yet,
this growth is hampered by inequalities
across the Asia-Pacific region, in particular
gender inequalities. Hindrances, whether
structural or social, limit women’s economic
participation, denying communities
and countries of greater socioeconomic
growth that is of benefit to all elements of
society. Entrepreneurship is a key means of
redressing this inequality and the associated
impediments to equitable, inclusive and

sustainable development.

Recognizing the potential of, and the chal-
lenges for, women’s entrepreneurship across
the Asia-Pacific region, the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) and Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women
launched a joint programme to promote
enabling policy and legal environments for
women’s entrepreneurship in four coun-
tries in Asia and the Pacific: China, India,
Indonesia and Malaysia.
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Enabling Entrepreneurship for Women’s Economic
Empowerment in Asia and the Pacific presents
the key findings of the ESCAP-Goldman Sachs
programme. The research findings highlight
context-specific experiences and shared
challenges for women’s entrepreneurship that

resonate across the Asia-Pacific region.

The publication begins with an introduction
that highlights the growing role played by wom-
en entrepreneurs in Asian and Pacific econo-
mies. The introduction is followed by an outline
of the ESCAP and Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women
study that forms the basis of the publication. In
this context, brief profiles provide the policy
context, key data and trends for women’s entre-
preneurship in the study’s four focus countries:
China, India, Indonesia and Malaysia.

Chapters 3 to 6 document the common barriers
that limit opportunities for women to establish,
manage and grow an enterprise. Barriers are
considered in four areas that are critical deter-
minants of the entrepreneurial environment,
namely (a) policy development, coordination
and implementation, (b) access to finance and




