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i

While the Asia-Pacific region has become the world’s growth pole and is poised to reclaim 
global economic leadership in the twenty-first century, there remains an important question on 
addressing the challenges of shared prosperity and sustainable development. Will the growth of 
the Asia-Pacific region positively transform the lives of all people from Bangkok to Beijing, from 
Ankara to Almaty and from Suva to Seoul? 

ESCAP − and its predecessor − ECAFE  has long been ahead of the curve in answering that 
question and in shaping ideas about economic and social development in the region, primarily 
through its annual Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific, and by facilitating the 
creation of a development consensus for the region. 

The role of the secretariat in that regard had an early genesis. At the second session of the 
Commission, held in Bangkok from 24 November to 6 December 1947, member States requested 
the secretariat “to publish a comprehensive annual survey of economic conditions and problems 
of the countries within the scope of ECAFE”. 

The present publication is aimed at providing a first-hand account of what has been happening 
from that time until today − a period of unprecedented economic and social transformation in 
the Asia-Pacific region − as reflected in the findings and analysis contained in individual issues 
of the Survey since 1947. 

As the flagship publication of ESCAP, the annual issues of the Survey chronicle how understanding 
of complicated issues has been improved and how policy choices and the trade-offs in advancing 
social equity and development have been effected in fulfilment of the core United Nations 
principles in support of member States. 

Initially, the Survey contained a detailed narration of Asian reconstruction efforts and needs 
following the end of the Second World War, as well as a description of regional development 
aspirations and endeavours. As the region continued to chart out the development discourse, 
the Survey’s analytical narrative shows how the region was transformed from one typified by 
pervasive hunger and deprivation to what is often called the “Asian Miracle”, which lifted billions 
of people out of extreme poverty and greatly improved their health and livelihoods. The Survey 
also underscored several powerful arguments about how the region shifted from being at the 
geopolitical periphery to become a centre of gravity for the global economy. In short, the Survey 
presents a compelling analytical story about the unfolding Asian drama.

This publication showcases the ways in which ESCAP research and analysis have offered a 
balanced view of the changing development paradigms, such as the relative roles of the State 
versus the market, export promotion versus import substitution and the “trickle-down theory” 
versus growth with equity, all of which aspects have influenced the choreography of the Asian 
drama. 

In particular, this publication highlights issues which are crucial in contemporary policymaking 
discussions in the corridors of capitals in the Asia-Pacific region, namely (a) realizing the vision 
of the founding fathers in the service of peoples in the region; (b) regional and subregional 
economic cooperation and integration; (c) challenges and policy options for economies in 
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transition and countries with special needs; (d) the quest for sustainable development, especially 
regarding the relinking and rebalancing of economies, societies and habitats; and (e) lessons in 
policymaking and learning from the experiences of ESCAP member States.

Given the emerging development priorities and strategies for the next phase of global and 
regional development beyond 2015, this is a very timely publication, allowing as it does, for 
comprehensive reflection on these traditions and the vision of the United Nations secretariat for 
the future development of the Asia-Pacific region.

It is my sincere hope that readers will find the publication interesting, informative and useful.

Shamshad Akhtar  
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic and Social
    Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

iii

The publication of the present volume is part of the “intellectual history of ESCAP” project for 
celebrating the seventieth session the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific. The project also included digitization of all past issues of the flagship publication of 
ESCAP, entitled Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific (and its predecessor publication, 
Economic Survey of Asia and the Far East). The “intellectual history of ESCAP” project was initiated 
and led by Noeleen Heyzer, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and former Executive 
Secretary of ESCAP (August 2007 - January 2014).  The project received constant encouragement 
from Shun-ichi Murata Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCAP. 

The lead consultant for this volume was Emeritus Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi of the Institute 
of Development Studies Kolkata, India. The project, involving digitization of past issues of the 
Survey and the publication of the present volume, was accomplished within the Macroeconomic 
Policy and Development Division of ESCAP under the substantive research supervision of 
Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, Director, Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division, with the 
support of Aynul Hasan, Muhammad Hussian Malik and Syed Nuruzzaman. Sudip Ranjan Basu 
provided overall project coordination. 

Substantive research support was provided by Patchara Arunsuwannakorn, Achara 
Jantarasaengaram, Pannipa Ongwisedpaiboon, Kiatkanid Pongpanich and Amornrut 
Supornsinchai. Administrative support came from Woranut Sompitayanurak, Solada Chaumpruke, 
Metinee Hunkosol, Anong Pattanathanes, Sopitsuda Chantawong, Chawarin Klongdee, Sutinee 
Yeamkitpibul, Woranooch Thiusathien and Arpaporn Chomcherngpat. Alberto Isgut, Shuvojit 
Banerjee, Oliver Paddison, Marin Yari, Clovis Freire, Daniel Jeongdae Lee, Naylin Oo, Vatcharin 
Sirimaneetham, Steve Gui-Diby, Zheng Jian, Katinka Weinberger, Upali Wickramasinghe, Mahesh 
C. Uniyal and John Loftus were involved in reading the draft and provided valuable feedback. 
Ronald Corben wrote a background paper for the project.  

The project could not have been completed without the support of Aimee Herridge (Librarian), 
and her team (Antika Preeyanon, Treenuch Wongsuebkhao and Wilairat Khampan), who provided 
vital reference services. Divisional inputs for this volume were collated under the leadership of 
Rae Kwon Chung (Director, Environment and Development Division), supported by Donovan 
Storey; Haishan Fu (Director, Statistics Division); Dong-Woo Ha (Director, Transport Division), 
supported by Irfan Rahim, A.S.M. Abdul Quium and Pierre Chartier; Nanda Krairiksh (Director, 
Social Development Division), supported by Patrik Andersson, Srinivas Tata and Manuel Mejido; 
Ravi Ratnayake (Director, Trade and Investment Division); and Shamika N. Sirimanne (Director, 
Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division). The 
volume also benefited from substantive feedback from Nagesh Kumar (Director, Subregional 
Office for South and South-West Asia); Iosefa Maiava (Director, ESCAP Pacific Office), supported 
by David Smith; Nikolay Pomoshchnikov (Head, Subregional Office for North and Central Asia); 
and Kilaparti Ramakrishna (Director, Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia). 

Donald Clark (Director, Programme and Planning Division) and his team (Hirohito Toda and 
Chrispin Kapinga) together with Peter Van Laere (Director, Division of Administration) and 
his team (Frances Kamikamica and Syed-Rizwan Raza Rizvi) identified the sources of funds to 
finance the project. James Bradley (Chief, Human Resources Management Section) and his 
team (Nicole Eggers-Westermann, Clementiene Pinder and Minyan Bao) assisted in securing 
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