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Connectivity is a cornerstone of regional economic cooperation and integration – and has become a major 
priority for the countries of Asia and the Pacific, especially in the context of efforts to find new drivers of 
regional economic growth, and to create additional domestic and aggregate regional demand.

To best unlock the potential of ever-more closely interlinked production networks and value chains, a 
broader perspective on connectivity will be key. This kind of connectivity should not be considered sector by 
sector, but rather as part of an integrated whole, encompassing the development of corridors of prosperity 
through networks of trade, transport, ICT, energy, people, and technology.

This 2014 ESCAP’s annual Theme Study: Regional Connectivity for Shared Prosperity explores strategies 
for strengthening regional connectivity.

PRELUDE



iv REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY FOR SHARED PROSPERITY

This report was prepared under the overall direction and guidance of Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP), and under the substantive direction of Dong-Woo Ha, Director of the Transport 
Division. The core team of the Division who contributed substantively included: Pierre Chartier, Sandeep 
Raj Jain, Fedor Kormilitsyn, Yuwei Li, Peter O’Neill, A.S.M. Abdul Quium, Thanattaporn Rasamit, Madan B. 
Regmi, Heini Suominen, Mathieu Verougstraete and Jenny Yamamoto.

ESCAP staff who contributed substantively include: Rae Kwon Chung (Director), Masakazu Ichimura, Kohji 
Iwakami, Sungmin Kim, Hongpeng Liu, Aneta Nikolova, Kareff Rafisura, Hitomi Rankine, Donovan Storey 
and Sergey Tulinov of the Environment and Development Division; Shamika N. Sirimanne (Director), 
Tiziana Bonapace, Remi Lang and Dominic Leong of the Information and Communications Technology 
and Disaster Risk Reduction Division; Nanda Krairiksh (Director), Patrik Andersson, Chol O Han, Maren 
Jimenez, Manuel Mejido, Ermina Sokou and Vanessa Steinmayer of the Social Development Division; Krisana 
Boonpriroje, Rikke Munk Hansen, Eric Hermouet, Nongnuch Hiranyapaisansakul, Marko Javorsek, Marisa 
Limawongpranee, Sean Lovell, Nixie Mabanag, Teerapong Praphotjanaporn and Panpaka Supakalin of the 
Statistics Division; Ravi Ratnayake (Director), Witada Anukoonwattaka, Yann Duval, Mia Mikic and Heini 
Salonen of the Trade and Investment Division; Iosefa Maiava (Director), Sanjesh Naidu, Siope Ofa and 
David Smith of the ESCAP Pacific Office; Kilaparti Ramakrishna (Director), Yejin Ha and Sangmin Nam of 
the ESCAP Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia; Nikolay Pomoshchnikov (Director) and Bekhzod 
Rakhmatov of the ESCAP Subregional Office for North and Central Asia; and Nagesh Kumar (Director) and 
Matthew Hammill of the ESCAP Subregional Office for South and South- West Asia.

Valuable advice, comments and inputs were received from staff of the United Nations who include: Sukti 
Dasgupta and Phu Huynh of the International Labour Organization.

The following consultants provided inputs: Prabir De, Professor and Coordinator of ASEAN-India Center, 
Research and information System for Developing Countries, India; and Mark Q. Watson, Scotland, United 
Kingdom.

The report benefited from extensive comments and suggestions from an eminent group of policymakers, 
scholars and development practitioners, acting as external peer reviewers, namely: Bakhodur Eshonov, 
Director, Center for Economic Research, Uzbekistan; Saman Kelegama, ExecutiveDirector, Institute 
of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka; Abu Saeed Khan, Senior Policy Fellow, LIRNEasia, Sri Lanka; Ashfaque
H. Khan, Principal and Dean, NUST Business School, Pakistan; Tagir Khuziyatov, Deputy Vice-President 
for International Affairs, Far Eastern Federal University, the Russian Federation; Sangkyom Kim, Vice 
President, Korea Institute for International Economic Policy, Republic of Korea; Pisit Puapan, Director of 
Macroeconomic Analysis Division, Fiscal Policy Office, Ministry of Finance, Thailand; Rathin Roy, Director, 
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, India; Peter Warr, John Crawford Professor of 
Agricultural Economics and Head, Arndt-Corden Department of Economics, Australian National 
University, Australia; John Weeks, Professor Emeritus, School of Oriental and African Studies, University 
of London, United Kingdom; Christian Wilk, General Manager, Metacognition Consulting, Thailand; and 
Shunli Yao, Director, Institute for Applied International Trade, China.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



v 

Srisakul Kanjanabus and Trygve Morset provided research assistance. The manuscript was edited by 
Orestes Plasencia, Robert Blackwell, Alan Cooper and John Loftus, Editorial Unit of ESCAP. The graphic 
design was created by Natthakhom Jira, and the layout and printing were originally provided by Clung 
Wicha Press and reproduced by Advanced Printing Company.

Francyne Harrigan, Katie Elles, Francesca Ross and Chavalit Boonthanom of the ESCAP Strategic 
Communications and Advocacy Section coordinated the launch and dissemination of the report.



vi REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY FOR SHARED PROSPERITY



vii 

CONTENTS

Page

Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .iii
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iv
Abbreviations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xi
Executive Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xiii

Chapter 1. Regional connectivity for shared prosperity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
	 Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
		  Connecting countries creates new opportunities for development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
		  Understanding “regional connectivity”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
	 The role of regional connectivity in supporting growth and development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
		  Regional integration efforts drive initial trade growth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
		  Emergence of regional production networks and value chains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
		  Explaining differences in subregional performance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
		  The role of trade and transport connectivity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
		  Economies of scale in transport, competition and non-physical barriers to trade . . . . . . .8
	 New drivers of growth shaping development patterns into the future. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
		  Trade and transport connectivity remains a priority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
		  ICT connectivity as an enabler and driver of growth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
		  Expanding the region’s trade in services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
		  Energy connectivity and security . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
		  Responding to population dynamics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
		  Transitioning to knowledge-based economies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
	 Regional strategies for strengthening connectivity in the ESCAP region. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
		  Annex I. Measuring the impact of broadband infrastructure
		  on economic growth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Chapter 2. Regional strategies for strengthening regional connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
	 Trade and transport connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24
		  The status of trade and transport connectivity in the region  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
		  Upgrading and integration of regional transport networks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
		  Enhancing cooperation at border crossings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26
		  Harnessing ICT connectivity for trade and transport facilitation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
		  Developing competitive regional transport and logistics services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
	 Information and communications technology connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
		  The evolution of the “digital divide” in Asia and the Pacific. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
		  Towards an Asia-Pacific information superhighway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34
		  Harnessing cross-sectoral synergies for infrastructure development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
		  Strengthening the ICT connectivity of Pacific island economies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
	 Energy connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39



viii REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY FOR SHARED PROSPERITY

CONTENTS (Continued)

Page

		  Current status of energy connectivity in the region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
		  Towards an Asian Energy Highway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
		  The need for a strong institutional framework . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
	 People-to-people connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
		  Increasing mobility in the ESCAP region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
		  Benefits and challenges of international labour migration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
		  Cooperative approaches to managing international labour migrant flows . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
		  Strengthening knowledge networks of people and institutions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
		  Strengthening business networks and associations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
		  Putting individuals at the heart of people-to-people connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
Chapter 3. Strengthening institutional coordination and regional cooperation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57
	 Strengthening institutional responses to regional connectivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58
		  Coordination at the regional level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
	 Statistical standards for strengthened accountability and better policymaking . . . . . . . . . . . . .63
		  Strengthening statistical capacity in the Asian and Pacific region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
	 Regional solutions for financing regional infrastructure networks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66
		  Regional projects as “regional public goods” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
		  Regional infrastructure funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
		  Regional Project Preparatory Facility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
		  Asian Multi-donor Platform . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
		  Public-Private Partnerships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Chapter 4. Conclusions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_5242


