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Empowered lives.
Resient nations.

Day 1: 26 August 2014

09:00 - 09:30 Registration

09:30-10:30 Inaugural session
Welcome remarks by Mr Jamie Mcgodrick, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP
Resident Representative Nepal

Opening Statements by:
e Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, UN ESCAP South and South-West Asia Office
e ADB [TBC]
e Ms. Caitlin Wiesen, Manager, UNDP Asia-Pacific Regional Centre

Keynote address: H.E. Mr Arjun Thapa, SAARC Secretary General

Inaugural Address by H.E. Dr Govind Pokharel, Vice-Chairman of National Planning
Commission, Govt of Nepal

Group photo after opening statements

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee Break

11:00 -13:00 Session_1: Achievement of MDGs in South Asia and priorities for Post-2015
Development Agenda

Session 1 will review progress towards the achievement of the MDGs in the Asia-
Pacific region, with particular focus on South-Asia. Country experiences on
customization/localization and good practices to accelerate MDG progress will be
discussed along with existing and emerging development challenges. Discussion will
draw from the findings and messages of the ESCAP/ADB/UNDP Regional MDG Report
2012/2013-Asia Pacific Aspirations: Perspectives for a Post 2015 Development
Agenda.

Chair: tha
Introduction of the theme by ESCAP/ADB/UNDP
Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tha
=  Open discussion
=  Summary by the Chair



13:00 - 14:00
14:00-15:30
15:30 - 15:45
15:45-17:15
N.B.

19.30—21.00

Lunch break

Session 2: The Open Working Group Proposals: Proposed Sustainable Development
Goals

Sessions 2 and 3 will discuss the position of SAARC countries on the sustainable
development goals (from 1 to 7) proposed by the Open Working Group and their
relevance in addressing development issues in South Asia. This session will also draw
from other major global and regional recommendations.
Chair: tba
Introduction of the theme by: ESCAP/ADB/UNDP (tba)
Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tba

=  Open discussion
=  Summary by the Chair

Coffee Break

Session 3: The Open Working Group Proposals: Proposed Sustainable Development
Goals contd.

This session will continue discussion of the Open Working Group proposals focusing
on goals 8 to 16 as well as other major global and regional recommendations, and it
will discuss their relevance in addressing development issues in South Asia. Countries
will also discuss a common position for a SAARC perspective on a set of goals and
targets for sustainable development

Chair: tha
Introduction of the theme: ESCAP/ADB/UNDP (tba)
Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tha
= Open discussion
= Summary by the Chair

A survey questionnaire will be circulated by organizers at the end of the first day for
completion by the participants

Welcome dinner hosted by SAARC (tbc)

Day 2: 27 August 2014

09:00 - 10:15

Session 4: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global
partnership for development-Part 1: Financing for Development

This session will draw from the proposed OWG Goal 17 on global partnership for
development and means of implementation especially focusing on financing for
development, and from the ICESDF report on Sustainable development
Financing, and will explore options to expand financing opportunities for post 2015.



10:15--11.30

11:30-11:45

11:45-13:00

The premise is that development finance is not constrained by shortage of funds but
the lack of appropriate motivation and instruments to better direct funds for
development. The session will also examine potential sources of funds, domestically
and internationally, from public and private sources, and identify constraints to
expanding development finance beyond ODA, including inefficiencies in raising and
using funds, design and regulatory issues that impede the use of new financial
instruments for durable development results. The session will provide
perspectives and insights from South Asia for the 2014/15 Regional MDG
Report

Chair: tbha
Introduction of the theme by ADB
Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tha
= Open discussion
= Summary by the Chair

Session 5: OWG Goal 17- Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize
the global partnership for development-Part 2: Technology and Innovation

This session will discuss the proposed Goal 17 by the OWG on global partnership for
development and means of implementation especially focusing on technology
transfer and innovation, capacity building and related issues and will seek the views
of member states on these highly pertinent issues for implementation and provide
insights for the 2014/15 Regional MDG Report. It will also review the role that
institutions such as WTO, WIPO, UNFCCC play in this respect and examples from
across the region will be shared in lowering the cost of technology transfer, easing
access to and supporting technology development and innovation.

Chair: tbha
Introduction of the theme by UNDP
Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tba
= Open discussion
Summary by the Chair

Coffee break

Session 6: Data, Monitoring and Accountability: National Frameworks

How can SDGs be integrated into national development plans and subject to
parliamentary monitoring? Can people-led monitoring and accountability should be a
central feature of a new Development Agenda? How to address the data and
statistics requirements for such monitoring? This session will aim at mapping
experiences in South Asia of effective monitoring and review mechanisms, reviewing
lessons learned from monitoring the MDGs. The session will provide perspectives
and insights from South Asia for the 2014/15 Regional MDG Report

Chair: Ms. Karin Hulshof, Regional Director, UNICEF ROSA
Introduction of the theme by ESCAP/UNDP



Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tba
= Open discussion
= Summary by the Chair

N.B. The survey questionnaire, completed by the participants, will be collected by
organizers at the end of session 6

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 - 15:15 Session 7: Regionalization of the Post-2015 Development Agenda and Regional
Monitoring Frameworks

SAARC had also adopted the SAARC Development Goals coterminous with MDGs with
2015 deadline. This session will aim at mapping experiences in South Asia of effective
monitoring and review mechanisms, reviewing lessons learned from SAARC
experiences in regional monitoring of the SAARC Development Goals, and discussing
how regional accountability frameworks could be considered for monitoring
implementation of the new development agenda post-2015 at subregional (SAARC)
and regional (ESCAP) levels. The session will provide perspectives and insights
from South Asia on a sub-regional accountability framework for the 2014/15
Regional MDG Report.

Chair: tba
Introduction of the theme by SAARC Secretariat
Sharing of country experiences by SAARC Member States
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
Panellists: CSO representatives tba
= Open discussion
= Summary by the Chair

15:15 -15:30 Coffee Break

15:30-17:15 Session 8: SAARC Partnership for the Post-2015 Development Agenda

Regional cooperation and integration in South Asia can play an important role in
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