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The agenda

• The global food trade system

• The example of the European Union  

• Information systems

• The vision of smarter food
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Some simple facts: the origin of food

Src: Global Imports of Food, WTO

The global food trade is estimated to be worth about 1.45 trillion USD
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The European Union (EU)

• The world’s largest importer and 

exporter is the European Union

– 38% of global exports

– 36% of global imports

• Trading with THE WORLD!
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• Which led to the General 

Food Law EC 178/2002 –

Traceability was required 

from 01 January 2005
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And sometimes things go wrong

Source: RASFF 5

Notifications by country of 

origin of the product

Notifications by world regions

• Food is a sensitive commodity!

• Countries monitor food and reject 

and report suspect food 

• Products will be withdrawn or 

recalled if necessary – even on 

suspicion (“The Precautionary Principle”)



Has food safety improved over time?
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Questions:

• Has the General Food Law improved food safety?

• Has increased traceability resulted in safer food?

• Do consumers feel safe and capable of making well-informed decisions?

If not, why not?



The agenda

• The global food trade system

• The example of the European Union  

• Information systems

• The vision of smarter food
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Information is not equal information

Paper-based systems

• Easy to implement

• The format stays the same

• Not scalable; limited by physical capacity

• Cannot be re-used

• Filed in a specific location – might be 
difficult to access when needed

• Cannot build information chains 

• For example: A national library

Electronic systems
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