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• Regional (Asia and the Pacific) Branch 
of the United Nations Secretariat

• 62 member economies covering 
Central, South, Southeast, East and 
South Pacific countries

• Mandate: Promote sustainable and 
inclusive socio-economic development 
in Asia and the Pacific

‐ through facilitation of REGIONAL 
COOPERATION

• Areas covered: Trade and Investment, 
Transport, Macroeconomic Policy, 
Environment, Emerging Social issues, 
Information and Communication 
Technologies…

‐ Trade and Investment: (1) Trade 
Facilitation; (2) Trade Policy; (3) 
Investment and Enterprise Development



• Trade Facilitation (TF)?

• Definitions & scope

• Integrated approach to TF needed: Buy-Ship-Pay model

• Why is TF important for national economic development

• Import + export facilitation essential for participation in 
international production networks

• Moving forward on TF

• Step-by-step approach

• Concluding remarks



Trade Facilitation (TF)? - Definition



Trade Facilitation (TF)? - Definition

• “The plumbing of international trade” (Staples, 1998)

• “The simplification and harmonization of international trade 

procedures.”, where trade procedures are the “activities, 

practices and formalities involved in collecting, presenting, 

communicating and processing data data data data and other information and other information and other information and other information 

required required required required for the movement of goods in international tradefor the movement of goods in international tradefor the movement of goods in international tradefor the movement of goods in international trade.” 

(WTO documents)

• “Any measure, or set of measures, that aims to increase to increase to increase to increase 

the costthe costthe costthe cost----effectiveness of international trade effectiveness of international trade effectiveness of international trade effectiveness of international trade 

transactionstransactionstransactionstransactions”. http://www.gfptt.org/



Trade Facilitation? � Definition
Simplification of international trade procedures / reducing trade costs
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