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Introduction 

What? 
• Study on digital connectivity and the potential for transitioning towards a digital economy 

in 10 countries: Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 

Why? 
• To identify main pain points throttling the Internet connectivity in the target countries and 

to propose policy options  for creating an enabling Internet ecosystem in the region 

How? 
• Using secondary research on infrastructure development, Internet access, usage and the 

policy environment, including an analysis of the barriers and constraints, and including a 
set of policy recommendations 
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Socio-economic development indicators 

Afghanistan 
GDP Per Capita: $1,946 
Population: 30.55 mil 
Median Age: 18.1 

Pakistan 
GDP Per Capita: $4,602 
Population: 182.14 mil 
Median Age: 22.6 

Azerbaijan 
GDP Per Capita: $17,144 
Population: 9.41 mil 
Median Age: 30.1 

Georgia 
GDP Per Capita:  $7,176 
Population: 4.48 mil 
Median Age: 37.7 

Kazakhstan 
GDP Per Capita: $23,211  
Population: 17.04 mil 
Median Age: 29.7 

Kyrgyzstan 
GDP Per Capita: $3,213 
Population: 5.72 mil 
Median Age: 25.7 

Tajikistan 
GDP Per Capita: $2,512 
Population: 8.21 mil 
Median Age: 23.5 

Turkmenistan 
GDP Per Capita: $14,004 
Population: 5.24 mil 
Median Age: 26.6 

Armenia 
GDP Per Capita: $7,776 
Population: 2.98 mil 
Median Age: 33.7 

5 

Uzbekistan 
GDP Per Capita: $5,168 
Population: 30.24 mil 
Median Age: 27.1 
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A generally young region 
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Source: CIA World Fact Book 2014 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2010.html   6 
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With varying levels of economic development… 
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7 



P
r

e
l

i
m

i
n

a
r

y
 

 
F

i
n

d
i

n
g

s
 

…and human development  

Human Development Index (HDI)  Average annual HDI growth  

Value (%) 

2012 2013 1980-1990 1990-2000 2000-2013 

High human development 

Kazakhstan 0.755 0.757 .. -0.09 0.84 

Azerbaijan 0.745 0.747 .. .. 1.21 

Georgia 0.741 0.744 .. .. .. 

Armenia 0.728 0.730 .. 0.26 0.92 

Medium human development 

Turkmenistan 0.693 0.698 .. .. .. 

Uzbekistan 0.657 0.661 .. .. .. 

Kyrgyzstan 0.621 0.628 .. -0.34 0.52 

Tajikistan 0.603 0.607 .. -1.42 1.07 

Low human development 

Pakistan 0.535 0.537 1.22 1.21 1.30 

Afghanistan 0.466 0.468 2.56 1.42 2.46 

Source: United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Index Trends, 1980-2013   8 
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