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ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development preggaat opportunities and challenges for
SPECA participating countries. National efforts @) even if assisted by international
development partners, might not be sufficient toiee all 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). There are several key areas where strengthesubregional cooperation is an
important precondition for success. Policymakersl aaxperts alike emphasize the highly
specific conditions of the subregion: its landlotdkgeography with the nearest seaports
thousands of miles away; the increasing strain loared water resources; the dramatic effects
of climate change; and the lasting environmentegremic, social and health problems caused
by the drying out of the Aral Sea — all of whicHl dar coordinated subregional action if all
SDGs are to be achieved by 2030.

SPECA offers a neutral subregional framework fgomarting and monitoring regional efforts
to achieve the SDGs. The Economic Forum will fomushose areas — water, environment,
trade and connectivity — where regional cooperatisma sine qua non for real progress. In
addition, innovation, gender and statistics are ss«@utting issues which would profit from a
subregional approach. SPECA can facilitate the exgje of best practices, capacity-building,
the joint development and implementation of sulmegji projects and the sharing of experience
- for example on the use of new financing mechanism

The Economic Forum will offer an opportunity for BPA participating countries to submit
recommendations on the above issues to the Goge@onncil.

10 November 2015

09.30 — 10.00 Registration of participants
10.00 — 11.15 OPENING OF THE 2015 SPECA ECONOMIC FRUM

Representatives of the United Nations will highligow the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development is going to transform our world and hine United Nations will support its
implementation. Representatives of SPECA partizigatountries are invited to present their
plans, needs and priorities with a view to deveigpa partnership with the United Nations and
other representatives of the development commtorifpint action at the subregional level.



Opening statements:

H.E. Mr. Sirodjidin ASLOV , Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Tajikistan, current Chair country of SPECA

Mr. Christian Friis BACH , Executive Secretary of the UNECE

Representative of ESCAP

Keynote address by UNDP

Statements by the Heads of Delegation of the SPE&#fcipating countries:

Afghanistan

Azerbaijan

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Turkmenistan

Uzbekistan
11.15-11.30 Coffee break
11.30 - 13.00 SESSION |
Trade
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development presette as a key means of implementation
and underlines the importance of promoting a ursaérrules-based, open, non-discriminatory
and equitable multilateral trading system. It alsmphasizes the need to significantly increase
the exports of developing countries. The sessidhfedus on issues that are of particular
importance to the landlocked SPECA subregion amadtiqularly: procedural and regulatory
barriers to trade; strategic possibilities for fimér developing regional trade; and experience
gained during the implementation of the WTO'’s Aidffrade initiative.
The UNECE will present a background paper and ¢thewing have been invited, as speakers,
to participate in the discussion: ITC, UNCTAD, WTddd a representative from the private
sector.

Discussion among participants.

13.00-15.00 Lunch break



15.00 — 16.3GESSION Il

IMPROVING CONNECTIVITY: BRINGING LANDLOCKED CENTRAL ASIA
CLOSER TO WORLD MARKETS

Economic growth is a key precondition for the sssbtd implementation of most of the
Sustainable Development Goals by SPECA countriesit liending poverty, improving food

security or better education. In this context, geppy poses a particular challenge for the
SPECA countries which are landlocked and hundrddwites from the nearest seaports. The
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development underlitied landlocked developing countries
deserve special attention. This session will discumv improved regional cooperation in such
closely inter-related areas as transport, trade aldctronic data corridors can turn SPECA
countries from landlocked into land-linked.

The discussion will be opened by statements freerlUNECE and ESCAP.

[nnovation

Innovation features prominently in several SDGs, wsell as among the means of
implementation and in global partnerships. Thissgas will discuss how SPECA countries can
harness innovation for achieving the SDGs. The URE@I| present a summary of the results
of Innovation Performance Reviews of Kazakhstan Bajikistan and share with participants

some thoughts on what could be done in the regidarther foster innovation for sustainable

development, using existing tools, such as thevimnan performance reviews, and by further

developing the activities of the SPECA Project WaykGroup on Knowledge-based
Development.

The UNECE secretariat will present a backgroundcepap
Discussion among participants.

16.30— 16.45 Coffee break

16.45 — 18.00 SESSION Il

Water, enerqgy and the environment

At a recent international conference, high-leveprasentatives of Central Asian countries
agreed that the success or failure of efforts thiee SDGs in the subregion will depend on the
ability of the countries to improve subregional pecation on water resources management. In
Central Asia, several goals are directly and inditg related to regional cooperation on water
resources management and the environment as thegab consists of ecosystems closely
inter-linked by two main rivers, the Amudarya angdarya. This session will discuss how
SPECA can provide more efficient support to sulmegli cooperation with a view to facilitating
the successful achievement of those SDGs relatwdttr, energy and the environment.

The discussion will be opened by statements frorEBNUNECE and UNDP and by other
organizations.



11 November 2015

10.00 — 11.30 SESSION IV
CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES, MONITORING METHODOLOGY AND PA RTNERS
Statistics

SPECA provides support to governments of partigigatountries in integrating relevant data

into national statistics for monitoring sustainabievelopment in all its dimensions and in
particular for the green growth and the preservatiof ecosystems. Furthermore, it provides
capacity-building on the methodologies required foeasuring progress. The session will
discuss how this work could best facilitate effantshe region to monitor progress towards the
SDGs and inform the United Nations and the intdomatl development community of the
subregion’s needs for targeted, tailored support.

The discussion will be opened by UNECE.

Gender and economy

Gender is a cross-cutting issue for the 2030 AgefutaSustainable development. Goal 5
specifically points to the need to achieve gendeiagty and empower all women and girls. The
session will discuss issues in monitoring genderaéty and the empowerment of women and
girls in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develogmeamcluding through policies and
programmes to promote women’s economic empoweramehentrepreneurship development.
Other topics will reflect on how to better mainstne gender into the support to achieve the
SDGs at the subregional level.

The discussion will be opened by statements frarMtNECE, UN Women and UNDP.

INVOLVING REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, THE CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE
ACADEMIC COMMUNITY

Central Asian regional organizations, like the Istate Commission on Sustainable

Development (ICSD), the civil society and the acsidecommunity should be active partners of
the United Nations in supporting the implementaao monitoring of SDGs.

Tha dicriiccinn will ha nnanad hy a ctatamant filma INIFCF  tha Haad nf tha Taiilk Rranrh nf
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