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1. Introduction

Between 2004 and 2013, 41.2 per cent of all the reported natural disasters in the world
were in the Asia-Pacific region.' While the frequency of natural disasters has stayed
relatively constant, when compared with the previous ten years, the death toll
increased three-fold during the same period, resulting in economic damage of over
USD 560 billion.>* Within the Asia-Pacific region, South-East Asia, in particular
Indonesia and the Philippines were hardest hit. The underlying reasons appear to be

unplanned urbanization, poor management of land use and climate change.’

Events that cause a state of emergency are, by definition, unexpected. From terrorist
attacks to the rapid spread of communicable diseases to natural disasters, they cause
disruption and distress. Dealing with the aftermath of any type of a disaster has many
aspects. Each group of actors from government entities to the private sector, to
community groups and the general public have roles to play. The lack of organized
support services and access to infrastructure makes response and recovery a daunting
task. For instance, when disasters occur in rural areas where access to transport and
communication is poor it is harder to respond in a timely manner, and timely response

is critical.

What governments can do is to reduce the risks posed by disasters to the lives and
livelihoods of citizens. Generally, the focus is on having policies in place so that when
a disaster strikes, the chain of command outlined by the policy is followed and first
responders are deployed quickly. The emphasis is on saving lives and providing relief
to those affected. With advances made in technology, the sophistication of systems
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