DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL
INDUSTRIES GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA

Economic Cooperation Dialogue in Eastern South Asia:
Transport Corridors and Border Special Development Zones

25-26 April 2016, Shillong, India

Agenda

Day 1: 25 April 2016

9:30 —10:00

Registration

10:00 — 10:30

Inaugural Session

Welcome Address: Shri. K.S. Kropha, Chief Secretary, Government of
Meghalaya

Opening Remarks: Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Head, UNESCAP-SSWA
Opening Remarks: Mr. Ram Muivah, IAS, Secretary, North Eastern Council

Keynote Address: Mr. Naveen Verma, Secretary, Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region, Government of India

Special Address:H. E. Syed Muazzem Ali, High Commissioner of Bangladesh
in India

Inaugural Address: Chief Guest, Government of Meghalaya

Vote of thanks: Mr. Ram Mohan Mishra, Principal Secretary and CEO of
Meghalaya Basin Development Authority

10:30 —11:00

Group Photo and Tea/Coffee Break

11:00 —13:00

Session 1: Regional Economic Integration and Development of Border
Regions of Eastern South Asia




Chair: Mr. Naveen Verma, Secretary, Ministry of Development of North
Eastern Region, Government of India

Speakers:
Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, Executive Chairman, South Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics and Environment (SAWTEE)

Dr. Mahendra Lama, Professor, Centre for South Asian Studies, School of
International Studies Jawaharlal University

Dr. Ram Upendra Das, Professor, Research and Information System for
Developing Countries

Dr. N. C. Saxena, Senior Advisor, UNDP

Dr. Arvind Kumar, President, India Water Foundation and Member,
Meghalaya State Water Resources Council

Representative(s) of North Eastern States

Open Discussions

13:00 — 14:00

Lunch

14:00 — 15:30

Session 2: Cross-border Trade and Transport Facilitation and Industrial
Development

Chair: Dr. Rathin Roy, Director, National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFP)

Speakers:

Mr. Monoj Kumar Roy, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Commerce,
Government of Bangladesh

Mr. Panmei, Gaigongdin, Commissioner Customs (Preventive), North East
Region, India

Mr. Rabi Shanker Sainju, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Singa
Durbar, Kathmandu, Nepal.

Ms. Tran Thi Thu Huong, DeputyHead, Department of Economic Institutions,
Central Institute for Economic Management, Vietnam

Dr. P.S. Nianglang, Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of Meghalaya.

Representative(s) of North Eastern States




Open Discussions

15:30 - 16:00

Tea/Coffee Break

16:00-17:30

Session 3: Potential and Scope of Border Special Development Zones in
Eastern South Asia

Chair: Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Meghalaya (tha)
Speakers:
Ms. Shreya Kumra and Mr. Joseph George, UNESCAP

Ms. Sonam Chuki Wangdi, Industry Officer, Industrial Infrastructure
Development Division, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Bhutan

Mr. K. Guite, Director, Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region

Mr. Aravind Singhal, Managing Director, Growth Synergisers (Pvt.) Ltd.,
Pune

Mr. Mahtab Uddin Ahmed, Research Associate, Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), Dhaka, Bangladesh

Representative(s) of North Eastern States

Open Discussions

19:00

Dinner

Day 2: 26 April 2016

10:00 —11:30

Session 4:Developments in Management of Border Crossings in Eastern
South Asia

Chair: Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Meghalaya (tba)
Speakers:

Mr Sandeep Raj Jain, Economic Affairs Officer, Transport Division,
UNESCAP

Mr. Md. Zahangir Alam, Additional Secretary, Road Transport and Highways
Division, Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges, Bangladesh

Mr. Khandu Dorji, Planning Officer, Ministry of Information and
Communications, Policy and Planning Division, Bhutan

Mr. A. D. James, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport & Highways,




India

Mr. Htin Kyaw, Deputy Director, Road Transport Administration Department,
Building No. 29, Naypyitaw, Myanmar

Mr. Bishnu Om Bade, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Physical Infrastructure &
Transport, Singhadurbar, Kathmandu, Nepal

Representative(s) of North Eastern States

Open Discussions

11:30-12:00

Tea/Coffee Break

12:00 - 13:30
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Session 5: Reform Priorities for Border Regions and Role of Development
Partners

Chair: Dr. Nahid Rashid, Counsellor (Commercial), Bangladesh High
Commission, New Delhi

Speakers:

Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh, National Programme Manager, National Skills
Foundation of India

Mr. John Borgoyary, Regional Head, North East India, UNDP

Mr. Mukul Kumar, Director (Transport), Railway Board, Ministry of
Railways, Government of India

Ms. Khin Mya Mya Htway, Deputy Director, Department of Trade, Ministry
of Commerce, Myanmar

Mr. Biswajit Chakrabarty, Head — North East Council, FICCI, Guwahati

Mr. Anutosh Biswas, Department of Economic Affairs and Policy, Indian




