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Outline: 

1. Digital Divide in Asia and the Pacific 

2. AP-IS Master Plan and Regional 

Cooperation Framework Document 

3. WSIS Regional Review 

4. APCICT – capacity building 

5. ICT for DRR Gateway 

6. Way Forward 
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Fixed Broadband 

Penetration Rates 
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(1) Digital Divide 
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Fixed broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants by income 

group, 2000-2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on data sourced from ITU World 

Telecommunications/ICT Indicators Database (accessed July 2016). 
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Income level 

plays a major 

role in 

determining 

access to 

broadband 

connectivity 
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(1) Digital Divide 

• There is a strong correlation between the perceptions on 

quality of regulations and fixed-broadband subscriptions. 

Quality of 

Regulation 

vs  

Access to 

Broadband 

connectivity 
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Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on data sourced from ITU World Telecommunications/ICT 

Indicators Database, accessed June 2015. Regulatory Quality Index sourced from World 

Governance Indicators, World Bank.  

Note: Estimates for Regulatory Quality ranges between -2 (poor regulatory quality) and +2 (very 

good regulatory quality); 95% Confidence Interval shaded in grey. 
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Online services versus telecommunications infrastructure in North and Central Asia, and South 

and South-West Asia in 2008 and 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on data sourced from the United Nations Public Administration Country Studies/E-Government Development Index 

Database (accessed April 2016). 
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ESCAP South & South-West Asia

Missed 

Opportunities – 

ICT 

infrastructure in 

place, but 

online services 

lacking… 
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(1) Digital Divide 
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Online services versus telecommunications infrastructure in South-East Asia and developing countries in 

the Pacific in 2008 and 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on data sourced from the United Nations Public Administration Country Studies/E-Government Development Index Database (accessed 

April 2016). 
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The Asia-Pacific Information 

Superhighway initiative aims to 

increase the availability and 

affordability of broadband Internet 

across Asia and the Pacific, by 

strengthening the underlying Internet 

infrastructure in the region. 
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• Promote terrestrial and submarine 
fibre-optic connectivity  

 

• Provide a regional 
intergovernmental platform focusing 
on the missing fibre-optic links 
between ESCAP countries 
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